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sis of race or religion or sexual orientation, or
making sure that we have an immigration sys-
tem that is just and can advance our economy,
or making sure that we have an energy policy
that is visionary and doesn’t just look to the
past, but looks to the future, and also make
sure that we are good stewards of this planet—
all these policies come down to me insisting
that it is within our means, within our power,
to pass on this wonderful gift, this idea of op-
portunity for all, to the next generation.

And it turns out, most of these ideas garner
majority support out in the country. When I
talk about minimum wage, not only is it good
policy, but the majority of the country, includ-
ing half of Republicans, agree with it. You go
into a room, I don’t care how conservative a
county, and you ask, “Do you want your daugh-
ters to be treated the same on the job as your
sons?”—everybody is going to say yes.

But our political system is not reflecting that
consensus, and that’s what we are fighting for.
And that’s why these midterms are so impor-
tant, as Deval said. I won’t go through a litany
of the challenges we’ve had with a certain set
of Republicans in Congress that have then set
the tone for the entire party, because it’s not
uniform. When you talk to them privately,
there are still folks in that party who long to get
stuff done and work in a bipartisan basis, but
they’re intimidated by the “say no” crowd.

But we have to recognize that part of it is up
to us. It’s not just on them. In the midterms,
Democrats too often don’t vote. Too often,
when there’s not a Presidential election, we
don’t think it’s sexy, we don’t think it’s interest-
ing. People tune out. And because the elector-
ate has changed, we get walloped. It’s hap-
pened before, and it could happen again if we
do not fight on behalf of the things we care
about in this election, not keeping our eye to
the next election. And nobody is going to be
more invested than me in having a Democrat

succeed me, to consolidate and solidify the
gains that we’ve made during my Presidency.
But right now we’ve got to make sure we’re
fighting in this election.

And the DNC helps. The DNC can make
sure that instead of restricting the franchise for
people all across the country, it’s expanded.
The DNC can make sure that the message
we’re talking about on minimum wage or equal
pay or immigration reform gets out there and
people hear it and they recognize how that can
have an impact on their own lives.

So I’m going to need you. I’m going to put
Deval to work—[laughter]—and I’m going to
be asking the mayor to perhaps travel to some
places. But most importantly, we’re going to
need a lot of young people who are out there
fanning all across the country, working hard,
just like they did in 2008, just like they did in
2012. And your efforts make a huge difference.

So I hope that just because I’m not on the
ballot that people aren’t going to take it easy
this time. Because the ideas I care about and
am fighting for are on the ballot. The progress
we’ve made is on the ballot. The things that
Deval has fought for here in Massachusetts are
on the ballot. The things that Ted Strickland
fought for when he was in Ohio and Patrick
Kennedy fought for when it comes to mental
health services, those things, they’re all on the
ballot. This counts. And I’m going to need you
guys to step up, send a message to your friends
and people who profess to care about these
ideas: They better get involved this time out.

All right. Thanks, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:48 p.m. at the
Artists for Humanity EpiCenter. In his re-
marks, he referred to former Mayor Thomas
M. Menino of Boston, MA. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks on the Situation in Ukraine
March 6, 2014

Good afternoon, everybody. Before Jay
takes some of your questions, I wanted to pro-

vide a brief update on our efforts to address
the ongoing crisis in Ukraine.
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Since the Russian intervention, we’ve been
mobilizing the international community to
condemn this violation of international law and
to support the people and Government of
Ukraine. This morning I signed an Executive
order that authorizes sanctions on individuals
and entities responsible for violating the sover-
eignty and territorial integrity of Ukraine or for
stealing the assets of the Ukrainian people.

According to my guidance, the State De-
partment has also put in place restrictions on
the travel of certain individuals and officials.
These decisions continue our efforts to impose
a cost on Russia and those responsible for the
situation in Crimea. And they also give us the
flexibility to adjust our response going forward
based on Russia’s actions.

We took these steps in close coordination
with our European allies. I’ve spoken to sever-
al of our closest friends around the world, and
I’m pleased that our international unity is on
display at this important moment. Already,
we’ve moved together to announce substantial
assistance for the Government in Kiev, and to-
day in Brussels, our allies took similar steps to
impose costs on Russia. I am confident that we
are moving forward together, united in our de-
termination to oppose actions that violate in-
ternational law and to support the Government
and people of Ukraine.

And that includes standing up for the princi-
ple of state sovereignty. The proposed referen-
dum on the future of Crimea would violate the
Ukrainian Constitution and violate internation-
al law. Any discussion about the future of
Ukraine must include the legitimate Govern-
ment of Ukraine. In 2014, we are well beyond
the days when borders can be redrawn over
the heads of democratic leaders.

While we take these steps, I want to be clear
that there is also a way to resolve this crisis that
respects the interests of the Russian Federa-
tion, as well as the Ukrainian people. Let inter-
national monitors into all of Ukraine, including
Crimea, to ensure the rights of all Ukrainians
are being respected, including ethnic Russians.
Begin consultations between the Government
of Russia and Ukraine, with the participation
of the international community. Russia would

maintain its basing rights in Crimea, provided
that it abides by its agreements and respects
Ukraine’s sovereignty and territorial integrity.
And the world should support the people of
Ukraine as they move to elections in May.

That’s the path of deescalation, and Secre-
tary Kerry is engaged in discussions with all of
the relevant parties, including Russia and
Ukraine, to pursue that path. But if this viola-
tion of international law continues, the resolve
of the United States and our allies and the in-
ternational community will remain firm.
Meanwhile, we’ve taken steps to reaffirm our
commitment to the security and democracy of
our allies in Eastern Europe and to support the
people of Ukraine.

One last point: There’s been a lot of talk in
Congress about these issues. Today, once
again, I’m calling on Congress to follow up on
these words with action, specifically to support
the IMF’s capacity to lend resources to
Ukraine and to provide American assistance
for the Ukrainian Government so that they can
weather this storm and stabilize their econo-
my, make needed reforms, deliver for their
people, all of which will provide a smoother
pathway for the elections that have already
been scheduled in May.

Today the world can see that the United
States is united with our allies and partners in
upholding international law and pursuing a just
outcome that advances global security and the
future that the Ukrainian people deserve.
That’s what we’re going to continue to do in
the days to come until we have seen a resolu-
tion to this crisis.

Thanks very much. And Jay and Ben and
others will be happy to take your questions.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
White House Press Secretary James F. “Jay”
Carney; and Deputy National Security Adviser
for Strategic Communications Benjamin J.
Rhodes. He also referred to Executive Order
13660, which is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.
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