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willingness, we the people, to take on the man-
tle of citizenship—you are marching.

And that’s the lesson of our past. That’s
the promise of tomorrow: that in the face of
impossible odds, people who love their coun-
try can change it. That when millions of
Americans of every race and every region,
every faith and every station, can join togeth-
er in a spirit of brotherhood, then those
mountains will be made low and those rough
places will be made plain and those crooked

places, they straighten out towards grace,
and we will vindicate the faith of those who
sacrificed so much and live up to the true
meaning of our creed, as one Nation, under
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. at the
Lincoln Memorial on the National Mall. In his
remarks, he referred to Jill T. Biden, wife of
Vice President Joe Biden.

Statement on the Appointment of Donald E. Booth as United States Special

Envoy for Sudan and South Sudan
August 28, 2013

Today I am pleased to announce the ap-
pointment of Ambassador Donald Booth as the
new U.S. Special Envoy for Sudan and South
Sudan. Ambassador Booth is one of America’s
most experienced diplomats, with broad expe-
rience helping promote peace and prevent
conflict across Africa, including most recently
as our Ambassador to Ethiopia. With his con-
siderable diplomatic talents, deep knowledge
of the continent, and unwavering determina-
tion, I am confident that Ambassador Booth
will advance U.S. interests in pursuing a dura-
ble and lasting peace between and within Su-
dan and South Sudan.

As my envoy, Ambassador Booth will spear-
head U.S. efforts to press the parties to imple-
ment last year’s September 27 agreements and
resolve their outstanding issues, including with
respect to borders, the final status of Abyei,
and ensuring the uninterrupted flow of oil. He
will also lead our efforts to bring the conflicts
in Blue Nile, Southern Kordofan, and Darfur
to a peaceful end and to promote inclusive gov-
ernance and full respect for human rights in
both states.

Much work remains, but we know that when
the governments of Sudan and South Sudan show
political courage and put the interests of their
people first, peace and progress are possible.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With President Toomas Hendrik Ilves of
Estonia, President Dalia Grybauskaite of Lithuania, and President Andris
Berzins of Latvia and an Exchange With Reporters

August 30, 2013

President Obama. Well, obviously, I'm very
grateful to have my fellow Presidents here, as
well as the Vice President. Before I begin, I
want to say a few words about the situation in
Syria.

As you've seen, today we've released our un-
classified assessment, detailing with high confi-
dence that the Syrian regime carried out a
chemical weapons attack that killed well over
1,000 people, including hundreds of children.
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This follows the horrific images that shocked
us all.

This kind of attack is a challenge to the
world. We cannot accept a world where women
and children and innocent civilians are gassed
on a terrible scale. This kind of attack threatens
our national security interests by violating well-
established international norms against the use
of chemical weapons, by further threatening
friends and allies of ours in the region, like Isra-
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