the opportunity for Egypt to get back on the
path of economic growth.

Let me make one final point: America can-
not determine the future of Egypt. That's a
task for the Egyptian people. We don’t take
sides with any particular party or political fig-
ure. I know it’s tempting inside of Egypt to
blame the United States or the West or some
other outside actor for what's gone wrong.
We've been blamed by supporters of Mursi.
We’ve been blamed by the other side, as if we
are supporters of Mursi. That kind of approach
will do nothing to help Egyptians achieve the
future that they deserve.

We want Egypt to succeed. We want a
peaceful, democratic, prosperous Egypt.
That’s our interest. But to achieve that, the
Egyptians are going to have to do the work.

We recognize that change takes time and
that a process like this is never guaranteed.
There are examples in recent history of coun-
tries that are transitioned out of a military gov-
ernment towards a democratic government,
and it did not always go in a straight line, and
the process was not always smooth. There are

The President’s Weekly Address
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Hi, everybody. Over the past few weeks, I've
been visiting with Americans across the coun-
try to talk about what we need to do to secure a
better bargain for the middle class.

We need to rebuild an economy that re-
wards hard work and responsibility, an econo-
my built firmly on the cornerstones of middle
class life: good jobs, a good education, a home
of your own, a secure retirement, and quality,
affordable health care that’s there when you
need it.

Right now we’re well on our way to fully im-
plementing the Affordable Care Act. And in
the next few months, we’ll reach a couple mile-
stones with real meaning for millions of Ameri-
cans.

If you're one of the 85 percent of Americans
who already have insurance, you've already got
new benefits and protections under this law
that you didn’t before: free checkups, mammo-

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / Aug. 17

going to be false starts. There will be difficult
days. America’s democratic journey took us
through some mighty struggles to perfect our
Union.

From Asia to the Americas, we know that
democratic transitions are measured not in
months or even years, but sometimes in gener-
ations. So in the spirit of mutual interest and
mutual respect, I want to be clear that America
wants to be a partner in the Egyptian people’s
pursuit of a better future, and we are guided by
our national interest in this longstanding rela-
tionship. But our partnership must also ad-
vance the principles that we believe in and that
so many Egyptians have sacrificed for these
last several years, no matter what party or fac-
tion they belong to.

So America will work with all those in Egypt
and around the world who support a future of
stability that rests on a foundation of justice
and peace and dignity.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at his
vacation residence.

grams, and contraceptive care; discounted pre-
scription medicine on Medicare; the fact you
can stay on your parent’s plan until you turn
26; and much, much more. And it’s okay if
you're not a fan of the Affordable Care Act;
you can take advantage of these things anyway.

If you don’t have insurance, beginning on
October 1, private plans will actually compete
for your business. You can comparison shop in
an online marketplace, just like you would for
cell phone plans or plane tickets. You may be
eligible for new tax credits to help you afford
the plan that’s right for you. And if you're
among the up to half of all Americans who've
been sick or have a preexisting condition, this
law means that beginning January 1, insurance
companies have to cover you, and they can’t
use your medical history to charge you more
than anybody else.
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You can find out more about the law and
how to sign up to buy your own coverage right
now at healthcare.gov. Tell your friends and
neighbors without insurance about it too. And
tell your kids that there’s a new, easy way to
buy affordable plans specifically tailored to
young people.

Many Members of Congress in both parties
are working hard to inform their constituents
about these benefits, protections, and afford-
able plans. But there’s also a group of Republi-
cans in Congress working hard to confuse peo-
ple and making empty promises that they’ll ei-
ther shut down the health care law or, if they
don’t get their way, they’ll shut down the Gov-
ernment.

Think about that. They're actually having a
debate between hurting Americans who will no
longer be denied affordable care just because
they've been sick and harming the economy
and millions of Americans in the process. And
many Republicans are more concerned with
how badly this debate will hurt them politically
than they are with how badly itll hurt the
country.

A lot of Republicans seem to believe that if
they can gum up the works and make this law
fail, they’ll somehow be sticking it to me. But
they’d just be sticking it to you.

Some even say that if you call their office
with questions about the law, they’ll refuse to
help. Call me old fashioned, but that’s lousy
constituent service. And it’s not what you de-
serve.

Your health insurance isn’t something to
play politics with. Our economy isn’t some-
thing to play politics with. This is not a game.
It's about the economic security of millions of
families.

See, in the States where Governors and leg-
islatures and insurers are working together to
implement this law properly—States like Cali-
fornia, New York, Colorado, and Maryland—
competition and consumer choice are actually
making insurance affordable.

So I'm going to keep doing everything in my
power to make sure this law works as it’s sup-
posed to. Because in the United States of
America, health insurance isn’t a privilege, it’s
your right. And we’re going to keep it that way.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:35 p.m. on August 9 in the State Din-
ing Room at the White House for broadcast on
August 17. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on August
16, but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m.
on August 17.

Remarks Honoring the 1973 Super Bowl Champion Miami Dolphins

August 20, 2013

The President. Come on over, Coach. Well,
welcome to the White House, everybody.
Please have a seat. Now, it’s mid-August,
which means football is in the air. And I love
baseball, but SportsCenter is better when
you've also got some football on there. [Laugh-
ter] College football kicks off next week; NFL
regular season the week after that. And so to-
day, just to whet everybody’s appetite, I am
proud to welcome the only undefeated, untied
team in NFL history to the White House for
the very first time: Give it up for the 1972 Mi-
ami Dolphins!

I know this is a little unorthodox four de-
cades after the fact, but these guys never got
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their White House visit after winning Super
Bowl VII. I know some of them are a little
harder to recognize these days. [Laughter]
They don’t have the Afros or the mutton chops,
the Fu Manchus. [Laughter] But I want to rec-
ognize and thank, first and foremost, their out-
standing coach, Coach Shula—the legendary
Hall of Fame Coach Shula. I want to thank the
owners, Stephen Ross, and I want to thank Tim
Robbie and everyone from the Dolphins orga-
nization who helped make this event possible
after all this time.

And I know that some people may be asking
why we’re doing this after all these years. And
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