jured have been very hard: brain surgeries, half
a dozen of them; surgeries to replace part of
his skull; eye surgeries; special procedures on
his lungs; skin grafts, skin flaps. All told, dozens
of surgeries and procedures.

Rehab has been grueling. On a typical day,
Cory wakes up and spends hours in therapy:
physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech
therapy. So progress has come slowly, but it
has come. He had to learn the simple things all
over again: how to speak, how to write his
name, how to throw a ball. And this past
spring, he reached another milestone. After
years in the hospital and rehab facilities, he fi-
nally came home, greeted by hundreds of
neighbors and friends waving American flags.

And so when I saw Cory a few days ago, he is
still blind in one eye. He still struggles to move
his left side. But the young man I had seen in
that hospital bed unable to speak, barely able to
move, this time he was in a chair sitting up,
alert, smiling, talking. And then, he wanted to
show me something. And he leaned out of his
chair. And he reached out, and he grabbed his
walker. And with the help of his parents, he
pulled himself forward, and he stood up. And
he looked at me, and he gave me a sharp salute.
And he said, “Rangers lead the way.”

And his stepmom held one arm for balance,
and I held the other. And then, Cory took a step,
then another, and then another one after that,
all the way across the room. Little by little, Cory
is learning to walk again. And he’s starting to get
good on his recumbent bike. He hopes to bike in
a race this fall, 42 miles. He’s scheduled to move
into his own home, adapted to his needs with the
help of a caregiver, another step towards the
greater independence he seeks. And so Cory
says: “My recovery has not been easy. Nothing in
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life that's worth anything is easy.” But he says, I
don’t “give up.” I don’t give up.

The war in Afghanistan may be ending, but
for Cory and our disabled vets, the work has
only just begun. Cory is 30 years old. His re-
covery, like so many of yours, will last a life-
time. But he won’t give up, because you ha-
ven’t given up. And when it comes to our work,
to making sure that our Nation is fulfilling its
promises to the men and women who served
and sacrificed, America cannot give up either.
I will not give up. We cannot give up.

So long as I'm the United States President, I
will make it my mission to make sure that
America is right there beside you every step of
the way, every step with Cory, every step with
the DAV. God bless you. God bless our veter-
ans. God bless the United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 12
p-m. in the ballroom of the Hilton Orlando ho-
tel. In his remarks, he referred to Jill T. Biden,
wife of Vice President Joe Biden; Larry A. Pol-
zin, chairman of the board of directors, Joseph
W. Johnston, national commander, J. Marc Bur-
gess, secretary of the board of directors, Donna
M. Adams, auxiliary national commander, Barry
A. Jesinoski, executive director of the Washing-
ton, DC, headquarters, and Timothy Duke, na-
tional service officer, Disabled American Veter-
ans; S. Sgt. Jacare Hogan, USA; Cpl. Jason M.
Hassinger, USMC; Juanita Tudor Lowrey,
daughter of Civil War veteran Hugh Tudor; and
Karen Petersen, mother, Ken Remsburg, fa-
ther, and Anne Remsburg, stepmother, of S.
Sgt. Cory Remsburg. He also referred to H.R.
1344, which was approved August 9 and as-
signed Public Law No. 113-27. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary al-
so included the remarks of the First Lady.

Remarks on the Situation in Egypt From Chilmark, Massachusetts

August 15, 2013

Good morning, everybody. I just finished a
discussion with my national security team
about the situation in Egypt, and I wanted to
provide an update about our response to the
events of the last several days.

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Let me begin by stepping back for a mo-
ment. The relationship between the United
States and Egypt goes back decades. It’s root-
ed in our respect of Egypt as a nation, an an-
cient center of civilization, and a cornerstone
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for peace in the Middle East. It’s also rooted in
our ties to the Egyptian people, forged through
a longstanding partnership.

Just over 2 years ago, America was inspired
by the Egyptians people desire for change, as
millions of Egyptians took to the streets to de-
fend their dignity and demand a government
that was responsive to their aspirations for po-
litical freedom and economic opportunity. And
we said at the time that change would not
come quickly or easily, but we did align our-
selves with a set of principles: nonviolence, a
respect for universal rights, and a process for
political and economic reform. In doing so, we
were guided by values, but also by interests,
because we believe nations are more stable
and more successful when theyre guided by
those principles as well.

And that’s why we’re so concerned by recent
events. We appreciate the complexity of the
situation. While Muhammad Mursi was elect-
ed President in a democratic election, his Gov-
ernment was not inclusive and did not respect
the views of all Egyptians. We know that many
Egyptians—millions of Egyptians, perhaps
even a majority of Egyptians—were calling for
a change in course. And while we do not be-
lieve that force is the way to resolve political
differences, after the military’s intervention
several weeks ago, there remained a chance for
reconciliation and an opportunity to pursue a
democratic path.

Instead, we've seen a more dangerous path
taken through arbitrary arrests, a broad crack-
down on Mr. Mursi’s associations and support-
ers, and now, tragically, violence that’s taken
the lives of hundreds of people and wounded
thousands more.

The United States strongly condemns the
steps that have been taken by Egypt’s interim
Government and security forces. We deplore
violence against civilians. We support universal
rights essential to human dignity, including the
right to peaceful protest. We oppose the pur-
suit of martial law, which denies those rights to
citizens under the principle that security
trumps individual freedom or that might
makes right. And today the United States ex-
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tends its condolences to the families of those
who were killed and those who were wounded.

And given the depths of our partnership
with Egypt, our national security interests in
this pivotal part of the world, and our belief
that engagement can support a transition back
to a democratically elected civilian govern-
ment, we've sustained our commitment to
Egypt and its people. But while we want to
sustain our relationship with Egypt, our tradi-
tional cooperation cannot continue as usual
when civilians are being killed in the streets
and rights are being rolled back.

As a result, this morning we notified the
Egyptian Government that we are canceling
our biannual joint military exercise which was
scheduled for next month. Going forward, I've
asked my national security team to assess the
implications of the actions taken by the interim
Government and further steps that we may
take, as necessary, with respect to the U.S.-
Egyptian relationship.

Let me say that the Egyptian people deserve
better than what we’ve seen over the last sever-
al days. And to the Egyptian people, let me say
the cycle of violence and escalation needs to
stop. We call on the Egyptian authorities to re-
spect the universal rights of the people. We
call on those who are protesting to do so peace-
fully and condemn the attacks that we've seen
by protesters, including on churches. We be-
lieve that the state of emergency should be lift-
ed, that a process of national reconciliation
should begin, that all parties need to have a
voice in Egypt’s future, that the rights of wom-
en and religious minorities should be respect-
ed, and that commitments must be kept to
pursue transparent reforms of the Constitution
and democratic elections of a Parliament and a
President.

Pursuing that path will help Egypt meet the
democratic aspirations of its people, while at-
tracting the investment, tourism, and interna-
tional support that can help it deliver opportu-
nities to its citizens. Violence, on the other
hand, will only feed the cycle of polarization
that isolates Egyptians from one another and
from the world and that continues to hamper



the opportunity for Egypt to get back on the
path of economic growth.

Let me make one final point: America can-
not determine the future of Egypt. That's a
task for the Egyptian people. We don’t take
sides with any particular party or political fig-
ure. I know it’s tempting inside of Egypt to
blame the United States or the West or some
other outside actor for what's gone wrong.
We've been blamed by supporters of Mursi.
We’ve been blamed by the other side, as if we
are supporters of Mursi. That kind of approach
will do nothing to help Egyptians achieve the
future that they deserve.

We want Egypt to succeed. We want a
peaceful, democratic, prosperous Egypt.
That’s our interest. But to achieve that, the
Egyptians are going to have to do the work.

We recognize that change takes time and
that a process like this is never guaranteed.
There are examples in recent history of coun-
tries that are transitioned out of a military gov-
ernment towards a democratic government,
and it did not always go in a straight line, and
the process was not always smooth. There are

The President’s Weekly Address
August 17, 2013

Hi, everybody. Over the past few weeks, I've
been visiting with Americans across the coun-
try to talk about what we need to do to secure a
better bargain for the middle class.

We need to rebuild an economy that re-
wards hard work and responsibility, an econo-
my built firmly on the cornerstones of middle
class life: good jobs, a good education, a home
of your own, a secure retirement, and quality,
affordable health care that’s there when you
need it.

Right now we’re well on our way to fully im-
plementing the Affordable Care Act. And in
the next few months, we’ll reach a couple mile-
stones with real meaning for millions of Ameri-
cans.

If you're one of the 85 percent of Americans
who already have insurance, you've already got
new benefits and protections under this law
that you didn’t before: free checkups, mammo-
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going to be false starts. There will be difficult
days. America’s democratic journey took us
through some mighty struggles to perfect our
Union.

From Asia to the Americas, we know that
democratic transitions are measured not in
months or even years, but sometimes in gener-
ations. So in the spirit of mutual interest and
mutual respect, I want to be clear that America
wants to be a partner in the Egyptian people’s
pursuit of a better future, and we are guided by
our national interest in this longstanding rela-
tionship. But our partnership must also ad-
vance the principles that we believe in and that
so many Egyptians have sacrificed for these
last several years, no matter what party or fac-
tion they belong to.

So America will work with all those in Egypt
and around the world who support a future of
stability that rests on a foundation of justice
and peace and dignity.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:30 a.m. at his
vacation residence.

grams, and contraceptive care; discounted pre-
scription medicine on Medicare; the fact you
can stay on your parent’s plan until you turn
26; and much, much more. And it’s okay if
you're not a fan of the Affordable Care Act;
you can take advantage of these things anyway.

If you don’t have insurance, beginning on
October 1, private plans will actually compete
for your business. You can comparison shop in
an online marketplace, just like you would for
cell phone plans or plane tickets. You may be
eligible for new tax credits to help you afford
the plan that’s right for you. And if you're
among the up to half of all Americans who've
been sick or have a preexisting condition, this
law means that beginning January 1, insurance
companies have to cover you, and they can’t
use your medical history to charge you more
than anybody else.
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