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Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Embassy Bombings in Kenya and
Tanzania
August 7, 2013

Today marks the 15th anniversary of Al Qai-
da’s terrorist attacks against the U.S. Embas-
sies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, which killed innocent Americans
and Africans. On this day, we honor the fami-
lies of the 12 Americans who lost their lives,
and we join with the people and Governments
of Kenya and Tanzania honoring the sacrifices
of the African victims of this heinous act, which
killed over 200 and wounded over 5,000.

Last month, I was honored to pay tribute to
those who lost their lives and to meet with
some of the survivors at a memorial to the fall-
en in Dar es Salaam. The United States is
steadfast in our commitment to protect the

American men and women who dutifully serve
our Nation overseas, and we will remain reso-
lute in working with our partners to combat vi-
olent extremism in East Africa, across the re-
gion, and around the world. We continue to
stand with our East African partners to bring
terrorists to justice and will carry on our efforts
to prevent these attacks in the future. On this
day of remembrance, we extend our deepest
thoughts and prayers to the families of those
killed and wounded in the 1998 attack, and we
join with our friends and partners in East Afri-
ca and around the globe in honoring their
memory by building a safer, more secure, and
more prosperous world.

Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr
August 7, 2013

Michelle and I send our warmest greetings
to Muslims celebrating Eid al-Fitr here in the
United States and around the world. During
the past month, Muslims have honored their
faith through prayer and service, fasting, and
time spent with loved ones. At this year’s
White House iftar, I was proud to spend time
with some of the many American Muslims
whose contributions enrich our democracy and
strengthen our economy. Many of us have had
the opportunity to break fast with our Muslim
friends and colleagues, a tradition that reminds
us to be grateful for our blessings and to show

compassion to the less fortunate among us, in-
cluding millions of Syrians who spent Ramadan
displaced from their homes, their families, and
their loved ones. To help the many Syrians in
need this Eid al-Fitr, the United States is pro-
viding an additional $195 million in food aid
and other humanitarian aid, bringing our hu-
manitarian contribution to the Syrian people to
over $1 billion since the crisis began. For mil-
lions of Americans, Eid is part of a great tapes-
try of America’s many traditions, and I wish all
Muslims a blessed and joyful celebration. Eid
mubarak. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Antonios Samaras of
Greece and an Exchange With Reporters
August 8, 2013

President Obama. Well, I want to welcome
Prime Minister Samaras and his delegation to
the Oval Office and the United States. It goes
without saying that the friendship, the bonds
between the United States and Greece are as
deep and as broad as any relations that we have.

Our Government owes a great debt to
Greece: our form of government. The Greek
American community here are incredible busi-
nesspeople and political leaders and communi-
ty leaders and great friends of mine. And that
bond that extends beyond governments, but
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