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Statement on the 15th Anniversary of the Embassy Bombings in Kenya and

Tanzania
August 7, 2013

Today marks the 15th anniversary of Al Qai-
da’s terrorist attacks against the U.S. Embas-
sies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania, which killed innocent Americans
and Africans. On this day, we honor the fami-
lies of the 12 Americans who lost their lives,
and we join with the people and Governments
of Kenya and Tanzania honoring the sacrifices
of the African victims of this heinous act, which
killed over 200 and wounded over 5,000.

Last month, I was honored to pay tribute to
those who lost their lives and to meet with
some of the survivors at a memorial to the fall-
en in Dar es Salaam. The United States is
steadfast in our commitment to protect the

American men and women who dutifully serve
our Nation overseas, and we will remain reso-
lute in working with our partners to combat vi-
olent extremism in East Africa, across the re-
gion, and around the world. We continue to
stand with our East African partners to bring
terrorists to justice and will carry on our efforts
to prevent these attacks in the future. On this
day of remembrance, we extend our deepest
thoughts and prayers to the families of those
killed and wounded in the 1998 attack, and we
join with our friends and partners in East Afri-
ca and around the globe in honoring their
memory by building a safer, more secure, and
more prosperous world.

Statement on the Observance of Eid al-Fitr

August 7, 2013

Michelle and I send our warmest greetings
to Muslims celebrating Eid al-Fitr here in the
United States and around the world. During
the past month, Muslims have honored their
faith through prayer and service, fasting, and
time spent with loved ones. At this year’s
White House iftar, T was proud to spend time
with some of the many American Muslims
whose contributions enrich our democracy and
strengthen our economy. Many of us have had
the opportunity to break fast with our Muslim
friends and colleagues, a tradition that reminds
us to be grateful for our blessings and to show

compassion to the less fortunate among us, in-
cluding millions of Syrians who spent Ramadan
displaced from their homes, their families, and
their loved ones. To help the many Syrians in
need this Eid al-Fitr, the United States is pro-
viding an additional $195 million in food aid
and other humanitarian aid, bringing our hu-
manitarian contribution to the Syrian people to
over $1 billion since the crisis began. For mil-
lions of Americans, Eid is part of a great tapes-
try of America’s many traditions, and I wish all
Muslims a blessed and joyful celebration. Eid
mubarak.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Antonios Samaras of
Greece and an Exchange With Reporters

August 8, 2013

President Obama. Well, T want to welcome
Prime Minister Samaras and his delegation to
the Oval Office and the United States. It goes
without saying that the friendship, the bonds
between the United States and Greece are as
deep and as broad as any relations that we have.
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Our Government owes a great debt to
Greece: our form of government. The Greek
American community here are incredible busi-
nesspeople and political leaders and communi-
ty leaders and great friends of mine. And that
bond that extends beyond governments, but



goes to our peoples, I think is what makes
Greek-American relations so special.

Prime Minister Samaras comes here at a
time when I think we’re all aware Greece is go-
ing through incredible challenges. And so far,
the Prime Minister has taken some very bold
and difficult actions to initiate the structural
reforms that can help reduce the debt burden
that Greece experiences, but even more im-
portantly, can unleash the incredible talents of
the Greek people so that they are effectively
competing in this new world economy.

We had an extensive discussion about the
challenges that remain, and I'm confident that
Prime Minister Samaras is committed to con-
tinuing on these structural reforms. What we
also agreed to is that in dealing with the chal-
lenges that Greece faces, we cannot simply
look to austerity as a strategy. It’s important
that we have a plan for fiscal consolidations to
manage the debt, but it’s also important that
growth and jobs are our focus, because we
know from history that those countries that are
growing, those countries where employment is
high and people are increasing their productiv-
ity and feel as if the economy is moving for-
ward, those countries have an easier time re-
ducing their debt burdens than countries
that—where people are feeling hopeless.

And I think Prime Minister Samaras is com-
mitted to taking the tough actions that are re-
quired, but also, understandably, wants to
make sure that the Greek people see a light at
the end of the tunnel. And what I expressed to
him is that the United States wants to continue
to be helpful and supportive in what will be a
challenging process. But we’re confident that
Greece can succeed. And the stakes are high
for not only Greece, but also Europe and the
world economy.

We also discussed the strong bilateral military
and intelligence cooperation between our two
countries. Greece is a NATO ally. They have
worked with us in preventing terrorist threats
from actually happening. We have partnered on
a whole range of issues. They are host for some
of our very important military personnel and as-
sets, and we are very grateful to them for that.
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And we also had an opportunity to discuss
the general environment around the Mediter-
ranean, in the Balkans. As the Prime Minister
put it, sometimes it’s a challenging neighbor-
hood, and Greece can play an important stabi-
lizing role and partnership role as we address
the issues in the Middle East and North Africa,
as we address issues in the Balkans. There’s a
great opportunity as we speak for the decades-
long conflict and tensions that exist in Cyprus
to be resolved, and I think we’re both encour-
aged by the messages that have been coming
out of the Greek and Turkish Cypriot commu-
nities. And we're going to be, I think, working
very closely together to see if we can make
progress on those fronts.

So this has been an excellent conversation.
We are very proud of the friendship and part-
nership that we have with the Greek people.
We want to be as helpful as we can during this
period of challenge, and we’re confident that
the Prime Minister recognizes what needs to
be done and is going to be working very hard
to accomplish it.

So welcome.

Prime Minister Samaras. Thank you very
much, Mr. President.

We had a very good conversation with the
President and analysis on different areas. I first
of all want to say that our two peoples and our
two countries have been more than allies. Not
only did they fight next to each other through-
out history, always for a noble cause, but they
cherished and they supported the same values
like freedom, democracy, and independence.
So it’s good to be here.

In terms of the economy, yes, we have gone
through thick and thin. The sacrifices made by
the Greek people are huge, but they are not
going to be in vain, because what we now need
is development of jobs and growth. Of course,
we are going to do what has to be done as far as
structural changes are concerned, but our em-
phasis has to be on growth and on the creation
of new jobs, especially for the youth, because
as I told the President, in Greece, the unem-
ployment for the youth has reached incredible
numbers: 60 percent. And total unemployment
of 28 percent. And the Greek people have
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sacrificed more than a quarter of their GDP
only in the last 4 years. So, by definition, em-
phasis is on growth creation.

But the other thing I want to say is that if
Greece succeeds—and it will succeed—our
success story is going also to be a European
success story. And I believe this is very impor-
tant. On the other hand, we are trying to do as
much as we can to stabilize a very destabilized
environment where we live. I believe that the
region has many problems. We are going to try
and solve as much as we can, establish this co-
operation, which I think is important, on the
areas that you have described, being always an
advocate of international law wherever there
are problems around.

I believe that the problems have to do with il-
legal immigration, internal turbulence in various
countries, and even, unfortunately, the problem
of terrorism. And I think that there’s a lot of syn-
ergies that we can have together in order to try
and solve as much as we can those problems, in-
cluding, as you said, the problem of Cyprus,
which after the new proposals of the Greek Pres-
ident, opens up a window of opportunity as long
as we always, as I said, abide by the international
laws and the decisions of the United Nations.

I would also like to say that I told the President
that we have found huge energy resources in a
critical region. Cyprus, Israel, and Greece can re-
align those resources in order to be able to satisfy
the European demand, especially for natural gas.

And last but not least, I told the President
that we will try to do as much as we can during
the Greek Presidency in the first semester of

next year in order to—with the help of the Ital-
ian Presidency that will follow—in order to be
able to conclude the Transatlantic Trade and In-
vestment Partnership, which I think is very im-
portant. Because, as you know, Mr. President,
Europe and the U.S. together in this trade ac-
count, as you've said before, more than 50 per-
cent of the world’s GDP. And therefore, it’s im-
portant, especially for Europe, to liberalize that
potential and create new jobs because I think
jobs for everyone is the number-one priority, es-
pecially to our youth, because everything we are
doing has to do with our younger generation.
Again, I want to thank you very, very much
for this meeting, and I'm very glad I'm here.
President Obama. Thank you.

Russia

Q. Why not meet with Putin, sir?
Q. Is the reset over?

[At this point, several other reporters shouted
questions. ]

President Obama. Guys, I'm going to be having
a press conference tomorrow, so why don’t you
ask that question tomorrow? Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:48 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, Prime Minister Samaras referred to
President Karolos Papoulias of Greece. A re-
porter referred to President Vladimir Vladi-
mirovich Putin of Russia.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Export Control Regulations

August 8, 2013
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within the 90-day period prior to the anni-
versary date of its declaration, the President
publishes in the Federal Register and transmits
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to the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the anni-
versary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent to the Federal Register for publica-
tion the enclosed notice, stating that the emer-
gency caused by the lapse of the Export Ad-
ministration Act of 1979, as amended, is to
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