So, over the next several weeks, we're going
to roll out these plans. We're going to take
them across the country. We're going to ask
not just Congress to do something, we’re going
to ask everybody for their help: CEOs, work-
ers, college presidents, students, Democrats,
Independents, and yes, Republicans.

I'm laying out my ideas to give the middle
class a better shot. And if the Republicans
don’t agree with me, I want them to lay out
their ideas. If they've got a better plan to cre-
ate jobs to rebuild our infrastructure and make
sure that we've got great ports all along the
Gulf, come on, let me know what your ideas
are. I'm listening,

If they've got better ideas to make sure ev-
ery American knows the security of affordable
health care, well, share it with the country. Re-
pealing Obamacare and slashing our budgets
in education and research and infrastructure,
that’s not an economic plan. There’s no econo-
mist who would look at that and say, well, that’s
the way we're going to help middle class fami-
lies; we're really going to grow doing that.

Shutting down the Government just because
I'm for keeping it open, that’s not an economic
plan. Threatening that you won’t pay the bills
in this country when we’ve already racked up
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those bills, that’s not an economic plan. That’s
just being a deadbeat. [Laughter]

So put out some plans. I don’t claim to have
a monopoly on every good idea. [Laughter] 1
don’t. And I'm happy to steal good ideas from
anybody, because T just want to make things
work. And it may seem hard sometimes, but if
we're willing to take a few bold steps, if Wash-
ington will just shake off its complacency and
set aside just this kind of constant gridlock and
“my way or the highway” attitude, then our
economy will be better a year from now, just
like it’s better now than it was last year. And it
will be better 5 years from now. And it will be
better 10 years from now.

And I'm going to spend every single minute
of every day, as long as I have the privilege of
this office, making sure that I'm doing every-
thing in my power to make this economy work
for working Americans again: to build a better
middle class and to make sure the American
Dream is something that’s alive and real and
achievable for decades to come.

That’s what I'm fighting for, Florida. That’s
what I need you for, Florida. Let’s make it hap-
pen. God bless you. God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at the
Ed Austin Marine Terminal on Dames Point.

Statement on the Train Accident in Santiago de Compostela, Spain

July 25, 2013

Michelle and I were shocked and saddened
by the news of yesterday’s tragic train derail-
ment in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. On be-
half of the American people, we offer our deep-
est sympathies and condolences to the families
and loved ones of the more than 80 people who
lost their lives. We extend our wishes for a full
recovery to those who were hurt. We also offer
our heartfelt gratitude to the Government of
Spain and to the rescue personnel who are
working to locate the missing and treat the in-
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jured, including at least six Americans. Today
the American people grieve with our Spanish
friends, who are in our thoughts and prayers.
We stand ready to provide any assistance we

can in the difficult days ahead.

NOTE: The statement referred to Arlington,
VA, residents Ana Maria, Philippe, and Christi-
na Cordoba; Houston, TX, residents Robert
and Myrta Fariza; and Bountiful, UT, resident
Stephen Ward.
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