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Cooperation of 2011 and reaffirmed their com-
mitment to its full implementation. The Presi-
dents agreed to continue the U.S.-Vietnam
Defense Policy Dialogue and the bilateral Po-
litical, Security, and Defense dialogue as op-
portunities to review the defense and security
relationship and discuss future cooperation.
The two Presidents agreed to expand mutually
beneficial cooperation to enhance capabilities
such as search and rescue and disaster re-
sponse. The Presidents also underscored the
importance of enhanced cooperation in non-
traditional security matters and agreed to work
more closely to counter terrorism; enhance
maritime law enforcement cooperation; com-
bat transnational crime including piracy, and
narcotics, human, and wildlife trafficking; and
address high-tech crime and cyber security.
President Obama welcomed Vietnam’s deci-
sion to participate in United Nations peace-
keeping operations and emphasized the Unit-
ed States’ desire to assist with training and oth-
er support for this effort through the Global
Peace Operations Initiative (GPOI).

Promotion and Protection of Human Rights

The Presidents took note of the benefits of a
candid and open dialogue to enhance mutual
understanding and narrow differences on hu-
man rights. They emphasized the importance
of protection and promotion of human rights.

President Truong Tan Sang informed Presi-
dent Obama of Vietnam’s efforts and achieve-
ments in promoting human rights and rule of
law and in protecting the rights of religious be-
lievers. President Truong Tan Sang also af-
firmed that Vietnam was prepared to sign the
United Nations Convention Against Torture by
the end of the year and stated that Vietnam
would invite the Special Rapporteur on Free-
dom of Religion or Belief in 2014. Both sides
reaffirmed their commitment to uphold the
United Nations Charter and the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights.

Culture, Tourism and Sports

President Truong Tan Sang and President
Obama highlighted the importance of en-
hanced cooperation on culture, sports and
tourism to strengthening people-to-people ex-
change and mutual understanding. They took
note of the success of the Vietnamese-Ameri-
can community in the United States and their
important contributions to the growth of bilat-
eral ties. The two Presidents encouraged more
people-to-people exchange through art perfor-
mances, concerts, exhibitions and other cultur-
al and sports events between the two countries.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at JAXPORT in Jacksonville, Florida

July 25, 2013

The President. Hello, Jacksonville! Well, it is
good to be in Jacksonville. Good to be back.
How you all doing today?

Audience members. Good!

The President. You look good.

Audience member. Thank you!

Audience member. You look good too!

The President. Thank you. [Laughter]

I want to thank Jacksonville Port Authority
Chairman Joe York. Give him a big round of
applause. I want to thank the CEO of MOL
America, Tsuyoshi Yoshida. I want to thank ev-
erybody here at JAXPORT for having me here
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today. T brought along our new Secretary of
Transportation, Anthony Foxx. He is here.
We’ve got wonderful Congresswoman Corrine
Brown here. Yay, Corrine! Mayor Alvin Brown
is also in the house.

And I would like to recognize the folks from
the port and TraPac for showing me the cranes
you've got back at the terminal. Those are
some big cranes. [Laughter] This is some seri-
ous business here. And just watching what was
going on down here and knowing what’s possi-
ble is a reminder of all the potential that we've
got in this country: to put folks to work, to re-
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build America, to make sure that everybody
has got a fair shot.

Well, yesterday, in Illinois, I talked about
what we need to do as a country to build a bet-
ter bargain for the middle class and everybody
who’s trying to get into middle class, a strategy
that we've got to pursue, together, to make
sure that everybody who works hard has a
chance to get ahead in this 21st-century econo-
my. Because, for decades, a growing middle
class was the engine of our prosperity; it’s what
made us great. If you worked hard, you knew
your work was going to be rewarded with fair
wages, good benefits, the chance to buy a
home, save for retirement, and most of all, the
chance to pass down a better life to your kids.
That’s the American Dream.

But eventually, that engine of prosperity be-
gan to stall. You had technology that made
some jobs obsolete. You had globalization,
which meant some jobs got shipped overseas.
Unions got weaker, in part because some of
the laws that we passed. And so for most of the
last decade, people were working harder and
harder just to get by. And then you have a dev-
astating recession because of what happened in
the financial markets, and that cost millions of
Americans their jobs and their homes and their
savings. And what it did was lay bare for every-
body to see the steady erosion of middle class
security that had been happening for almost a
generation.

Now, the good news is that after nearly 5
years since that financial crisis happened,
thanks to the hard work and the resilience of
the American people, America has fought
back. So together, we saved an auto industry.
And I was told that the terminal I was at is one
of the places where we’re sending out more
American cars than ever before, all around the
world.

We took on a broken health care system. We
invested in new American technologies to re-
verse our addiction to foreign oil. We doubled
our production of clean energy. We put in
place tough new rules on the big banks and the
mortgage lenders and credit card companies to
make sure that we didn’t have the same kinds
of financial shenanigans that we had seen be-
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fore. We changed a Tax Code that was too
skewed in favor of the wealthy, made sure it
was doing more for middle class and working
class families. We locked in tax cuts for 98 per-
cent of Americans, and then we asked folks at
the top to pay a little bit more.

So you add all this up, and over the last 40
months, our businesses have created 7.2 mil-
lion new jobs—7.2. And this year, we're off to
our strongest private sector job growth since
1999—strongest job growth in over a decade.

So today, we sell more products made in
America to the rest of the world than ever be-
fore. Our exports have surged. We produce
more natural gas than any country on Earth.
We’re about to produce more of our own oil
than we buy from overseas. That’s the first
time that’s happened in nearly 20 years. The
cost of health care is growing at its slowest rate
in 50 years. And our deficits are falling at the
fastest rate in 60 years. So you've got health
care costs starting to slow down, deficits plum-
meting, jobs up, exports up, energy production
up.
We've cleared away the rubble from the fi-
nancial crisis, thanks to the grit and resilience
of the American people, and we’ve begun to
lay a new foundation for stronger, more dura-
ble, more sustainable economic growth. And
with the revolutions that are coming in energy
and technology and manufacturing and health
care, we're poised to be able to finally reverse
some of those forces that were hurting middle
class families for so long. We can start rebuild-
ing an economy where everybody who works
hard can get ahead. That’s our goal.

But I'm here to tell you today what you al-
ready know: We're not there yet. In a lot of
ways, those trends that have been building for
decades, this winner-take-all economy where a
few folks are doing better and better and bet-
ter at the top and everybody else is just tread-
ing water, those trends have been made worse
by the recession. And reversing those trends
should be Washington’s highest priority. It’s
my highest priority.

Unfortunately, over the past couple of years
in particular, Washington hasn’t just ignored
the problem; a lot of times, it’s made things
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worse. And sometimes, when you're on the
outside, you look, and it just sounds like a
bunch of noise, and you don’t know what’s go-
ing on between Democrats and Republicans.
And my attitude is, is that we're all Americans
first and no party has a monopoly on good
ideas. And I think there are a number of Re-
publicans out there who mean well, although
they’re not always willing to say so, because
they might get in trouble. [Laughter]

But right now we’ve seen a group of Repub-
licans in the House, in particular, who suggest
they wouldn’t vote to pay the very bills that
Congress has already racked up. That harmed
our recovery back in 2011. It would severely
harm it again. It could plunge us back into fi-
nancial crisis.

Over the last 6 months, the gridlock’s gotten
worse. There are a number of Republican Sen-
ators who are trying to get things done. They
passed a strong immigration bill that econo-
mists say will boost our economy by more than
a trillion dollars. But so far, we haven’t been
able to get the House Republicans to give it a
vote.

And if you ask some of these same folks
about how they’d strengthen the middle class,
they’ll tell you, well, out-of-control Govern-
ment spending is the problem, despite the fact
that as a share of the economy we have cut the
deficit by nearly half since I took office. Or
they'll say Obamacare is the problem; the
problem is that we're trying to give health in-
surance to millions of Americans who don’t
have it. Now, I've got to tell you, our business-
es have created jobs at nearly twice the pace of
the last recovery, when there was no Obam-
acare, so it’s kind of hard to figure how Obam-
acare is actually the problem, giving people
health insurance. And by the way, tens of mil-
lions of Americans now have new benefits like
free checkups and cheaper medicine on Medi-
care. So they don’t think that’s a problem.

The point is, with an endless distraction of
political posturing and phony scandals and
Lord knows what, Washington keeps taking its
eye off the ball. And that needs to stop. We've
got to stop with the short-term thinking. We've
got to stop with the outdated debates. That’s
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not what the moment requires: a focus on the
core economic issues that matter to you, that
matter to middle class Americans, all those
who are trying to get in the middle class. That’s
what this moment requires. We've got to stay
focused on how do we build an economy that
works everybody. That’s my focus.

And as Washington prepares to enter anoth-
er budget battle, another budget debate, the
stakes could not be higher. At a time when we
need to make investments to create jobs and
strengthen the middle class and grow our
economy—because we've got competition
coming from all around the world—we’ve got
some of the House Republicans who put for-
ward a budget that does just the opposite.
They're pushing bills that would cut education,
cut science, cut research, prevent us from
meeting these priorities.

We should be doubling down on American
clean energy technology; they're creating jobs,
lowering dangerous carbon pollution. But they
want to protect taxpayer giveaways to big oil
companies. Let other countries win the race
for the jobs of the future. That doesn’t make
sense.

Instead of helping hard-working students af-
ford the college degree that the jobs of tomor-
row increasingly demand, they want to slash
funding for the very grants that help students
make their tuition payments. Instead of giving
more families the security of decent health
care, they want to let insurance companies re-
instate lifetime dollar limits and drop millions
of people from their plans.

And if we don’t make the necessary invest-
ments to ensure that America is a magnet for
good jobs—investments in education, manu-
facturing, research, and transportation and in-
formation networks—we’re just waving the
white flag of surrender to other countries as
they forge ahead in this global economy. That
kind of attitude is saying there’s nothing we
can do to help middle class families compete
and win and grow. And that’s a bad bargain for
the middle class.

So that’s why I came down to Jacksonville
today. I want you involved in this debate and
remind Washington what’s at stake. And over



the next several weeks, in cities and towns just
like this one, I'm going to lay out my ideas for
how we build on the cornerstones of what it
means to be middle class in America, what it
takes to work your way into the middle class in
America, and what we can do to help families,
not help special interests, but help families.
That’s what we need.

And by the way, Jacksonville, what we need
isn’t a 3-month plan or even a 3-year plan,
we've got to have a long-term plan based on
steady, persistent effort to reverse the forces
that are conspiring against middle class fami-
lies. That’s what I'm pushing for. And like T
said, I think that there are Democrats and Re-
publicans who understand what’s at stake, and
I'm going to welcome ideas from anybody
across the political spectrum. But I'm not go-
ing to let gridlock or inaction or indifference to
the plight of families get in the way of this
country.

So where I can act on my own, I'm going to
act on my own. I won’t wait for Congress. Be-
cause the choices we make right now will de-
termine whether or not every American will
have a fighting chance in the 21st century.

So we know what those cornerstones of real
middle class security are: a good job with good
wages; a good education; a home you can call
your own; affordable health care that’s there
for you when you get sick; a secure retirement
even if you're not rich; more chances for folks
to earn their way into the middle class as long
as they're willing to work hard for it.

But I'm here today to specifically talk about
the cornerstone, the essence of middle class
security, and that’s a good job in growth indus-
tries. We've got to help more manufacturers
bring more jobs back to America. We've got to
keep creating good jobs in manufacturing.
We've got to create good jobs in wind and solar
energy. We've got to tap into this natural gas
revolution that’s bringing energy costs down in
this country, which means manufacturers now
want to locate here because they're thinking
that we've got durable, reliable supplies of en-
ergy. We've got to create more jobs today do-
ing what you’re doing right here at JAXPORT,
and that’s building this country’s future.

Administration of Barack Obama, 2013 / July 25

We need modern schools for our kids. We
need modern power grids and fuel networks
that can withstand stronger storms. And we
need modern ports so we can move more
goods made in America out to the rest of the
world.

If you want to create jobs right now, but also
jobs that will have impacts for years, here’s the
way to do it. We know strong infrastructure is a
key ingredient to a thriving economy. That’s
how the United States became the best place
in the world to do business. Unfortunately,
over the past 2 years, too many folks in Wash-
ington have been cutting these investments.
The world can’t wait for Congress to get its act
together.

So let me give you an example; many of you
are familiar with this. In a couple of years, new
supertankers are going to start coming through
the Panama Canal. Those supertankers can
hold three times the amount of cargo. We want
those supertankers coming here to Jackson-
ville. Right? If we've got more supertankers
coming here, that means more jobs at the ter-
minals. That means more warehouses in the
surrounding area. That means more contrac-
tors are getting jobs setting up those warehous-
es. That means they've got more money to
spend at the restaurant. That means the wait-
ress has more money to spend to buy her iPod.
It starts working for everybody.

If we want our workers and businesses to
compete, then our ports have to be ready to re-
ceive those supertankers. Otherwise, they’ll go
to Brazil or some other place.

Audience member. You tell them, Mr. Presi-
dent!

The President. So that’s why last year I acted
without Congress, and I took executive action
to speed up the permitting process that gets
workers breaking ground on projects like this
one. And then private companies came on-
board here at JAXPORT. They saw it as a good
investment. And we’re building the same kind
of partnerships across the country, especially
by the way, in some of these Gulf ports:
Charleston, Savannah. And now these ports are
on track to be better prepared for those
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supertankers and their cargo loads ahead of
schedule.

But we've now got to keep at it. The busi-
nesses of tomorrow will not locate near old
roads, outdated ports; they’re going to go to
places where the ports are good, the roads are
good, the rail lines are good, you've got high-
speed Internet, you've got high-tech schools,
trained workers, systems that move air traffic
and auto traffic faster.

Think about it in terms of your own house,
right? The—if you've got a leaky roof and you
haven’t done the tuck-pointing and the boiler
is getting kind of old and rickety, you can say to
yourself, well, 'm going to save money by not
fixing my roof. And I'm going to save money by
not getting a new boiler. And I'm not going to
worry about that tuck-pointing. And then, 2
years later, 5 years down the road, what hap-
pens? House starts breaking down. You end up
spending more money.

We can’t defer things that we know we’re
going to have to do and, by the way, would put
people to work right now doing them. But
that’s what we’re doing right now. As a share of
our economy, we're investing less in rebuilding
America than we did two decades ago. We're
spending less on fixing our infrastructure than
China is, than Germany is. All our competitors,
they know we’ve got to start taking care of this
stuff. We're lagging behind.

And the irony is, right now it’s cheaper to
build than it’s been since the 1950s. You've got
a whole bunch of construction workers who are
looking for work right now. You've got a whole
bunch of contractors who will come in under—
with low bids, and they’ll come in on time.

So now is the time for us to do it. The longer
we put this off, the more expensive it will be,
the less competitive we’ll be. So why aren’t we
doing it? Now, part of it’s just politics right
now. But making sure we've got world-class in-
frastructure, that shouldn’t be a partisan issue.
That’s an American issue. It's not a Republican
or a Democratic issue.

But this year’s budget cuts have delayed two
important rapid transit projects right here in
Jacksonville that would carry more people into
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downtown, alleviate congestion at the same
time, and put more Floridians back to work.

We can do better than that. There’s a bipar-
tisan bill in the Senate to fund critical improve-
ments in our highways and our bridges, our
transit and rail systems, and our ports like this
one. And so the House should act quickly on
that bill. Let’s get more Americans back on the
job doing the work America needs done. That
will be good for middle class families. That will
be good for middle class security. That will be
good for homeownership. That will be good for
education. That is the smart thing to do. Let’s
get past politics and do it.

I tell my Republican friends, this is not a
partisan issue. The first Republican President
is a guy from my home State. He was a pretty
good President, named Abraham Lincoln.
[Laughter] He had a whole lot of things to
worry about, had a Civil War, probably the big-
gest crisis that this country ever experienced.
And yet, in the middle of that, he was still
thinking about how do we build that transcon-
tinental railroad? How are we going to widen
our canals and our ports so that we can move
products all around the country and eventually
the world? How do we invest in land-grant col-
leges so that our workers are now skilled and
can get those new jobs? We're going to invest
in the National Science Foundation to make
sure that we stay ahead of everybody else when
it comes to technology.

He made those investments, the first Re-
publican President. He didn’t say, well, that’s
not the job of government to help do that. He
wouldn’t have understood that kind of philoso-
phy, because he understood there are some
things we can only do together. And rebuilding
our infrastructure is one of them.

Creating more good jobs, a better bargain
for the middle class, helping folks who are
working to join the middle class, an economy
that grows from the middle out—this isn’t
what I'm going to be focusing on for the next
few months, this is what I'm going to be focus-
ing on for all the days I've got left in my Presi-
dency. I've counted them, there are 1,266 days
left—1,266 days left.



So, over the next several weeks, we're going
to roll out these plans. We're going to take
them across the country. We're going to ask
not just Congress to do something, we’re going
to ask everybody for their help: CEOs, work-
ers, college presidents, students, Democrats,
Independents, and yes, Republicans.

I'm laying out my ideas to give the middle
class a better shot. And if the Republicans
don’t agree with me, I want them to lay out
their ideas. If they've got a better plan to cre-
ate jobs to rebuild our infrastructure and make
sure that we've got great ports all along the
Gulf, come on, let me know what your ideas
are. I'm listening,

If they've got better ideas to make sure ev-
ery American knows the security of affordable
health care, well, share it with the country. Re-
pealing Obamacare and slashing our budgets
in education and research and infrastructure,
that’s not an economic plan. There’s no econo-
mist who would look at that and say, well, that’s
the way we're going to help middle class fami-
lies; we're really going to grow doing that.

Shutting down the Government just because
I'm for keeping it open, that’s not an economic
plan. Threatening that you won’t pay the bills
in this country when we’ve already racked up
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those bills, that’s not an economic plan. That’s
just being a deadbeat. [Laughter]

So put out some plans. I don’t claim to have
a monopoly on every good idea. [Laughter] 1
don’t. And I'm happy to steal good ideas from
anybody, because T just want to make things
work. And it may seem hard sometimes, but if
we're willing to take a few bold steps, if Wash-
ington will just shake off its complacency and
set aside just this kind of constant gridlock and
“my way or the highway” attitude, then our
economy will be better a year from now, just
like it’s better now than it was last year. And it
will be better 5 years from now. And it will be
better 10 years from now.

And I'm going to spend every single minute
of every day, as long as I have the privilege of
this office, making sure that I'm doing every-
thing in my power to make this economy work
for working Americans again: to build a better
middle class and to make sure the American
Dream is something that’s alive and real and
achievable for decades to come.

That’s what I'm fighting for, Florida. That’s
what I need you for, Florida. Let’s make it hap-
pen. God bless you. God bless the United
States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. at the
Ed Austin Marine Terminal on Dames Point.

Statement on the Train Accident in Santiago de Compostela, Spain

July 25, 2013

Michelle and I were shocked and saddened
by the news of yesterday’s tragic train derail-
ment in Santiago de Compostela, Spain. On be-
half of the American people, we offer our deep-
est sympathies and condolences to the families
and loved ones of the more than 80 people who
lost their lives. We extend our wishes for a full
recovery to those who were hurt. We also offer
our heartfelt gratitude to the Government of
Spain and to the rescue personnel who are
working to locate the missing and treat the in-

jured, including at least six Americans. Today
the American people grieve with our Spanish
friends, who are in our thoughts and prayers.
We stand ready to provide any assistance we

can in the difficult days ahead.

NOTE: The statement referred to Arlington,
VA, residents Ana Maria, Philippe, and Christi-
na Cordoba; Houston, TX, residents Robert
and Myrta Fariza; and Bountiful, UT, resident
Stephen Ward.
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