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continue to grow our economy, help business-
es create jobs, make sure workers have the
skills those jobs require, and ensure safe work-
places and economic opportunity for all.

I want to thank the Senate once again for
agreeing to move forward on Tom and the oth-
er nominees who have waited far too long for
the yes-or-no votes they deserve.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Regina McCarthy as Administrator of
the Environmental Protection Agency
July 18, 2013

I am pleased that today the Senate took bi-
partisan action to confirm Gina McCarthy as
the next Administrator of the Environmental
Protection Agency. With years of experience at
the State and local level, Gina is a proven lead-
er who knows how to build bipartisan support
for commonsense environmental solutions that

protect the health and safety of our kids while
promoting economic growth. Over the past 4
years, I have valued Gina’s counsel, and I look
forward to having her in my Cabinet as we
work to slow the effects of climate change and
leave a cleaner environment for future genera-
tions.

Remarks on the Verdict in State of Florida v. George Zimmerman
July 19, 2013

Well, I wanted to come out here, first of all,
to tell you that Jay is prepared for all your
questions and is very much looking forward to
the session. The second thing is I want to let
you know that over the next couple of weeks,
there’s going to obviously be a whole range of
issues—immigration, economics, et cetera—
we’ll try to arrange a fuller press conference to
address your questions.

The reason I actually wanted to come out to-
day is not to take questions, but to speak to an
issue that obviously has gotten a lot of attention
over the course of the last week: the issue of
the Trayvon Martin ruling. I gave—in a pre-
liminary statement right after the ruling on
Sunday. But watching the debate over the
course of the last week, I thought it might be
useful for me to expand on my thoughts a little
bit.

First of all, I want to make sure that, once
again, I send my thoughts and prayers as well
as Michelle’s to the family of Trayvon Martin
and to remark on the incredible grace and dig-
nity with which they’ve dealt with the entire
situation. I can only imagine what they’re going
through, and it’s remarkable how they’ve han-
dled it.

The second thing I want to say is to reiterate
what I said on Sunday, which is, there are go-
ing to be a lot of arguments about the legal is-
sues in the case; I’ll let all the legal analysts and
talking heads address those issues. The judge
conducted the trial in a professional manner.
The prosecution and the defense made their
arguments. The juries were properly instruct-
ed that in a case such as this, reasonable doubt
was relevant, and they rendered a verdict. And
once the jury has spoken, that’s how our sys-
tem works. But I did want to just talk a little bit
about context and how people have responded
to it and how people are feeling.

When Trayvon Martin was first shot, I said
that this could have been my son. Another way
of saying that is, Trayvon Martin could have
been me 35 years ago. And when you think
about why, in the African American communi-
ty at least, there’s a lot of pain around what
happened here, I think it’s important to recog-
nize that the African American community is
looking at this issue through a set of experienc-
es and a history that doesn’t go away.

There are very few African American men in
this country who haven’t had the experience of
being followed when they were shopping in a
department store. That includes me. There are
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very few African American men who haven’t
had the experience of walking across the street
and hearing the locks click on the doors of cars.
That happens to me, at least before I was a
Senator. There are very few African Americans
who haven’t had the experience of getting on
an elevator and a woman clutching her purse
nervously and holding her breath until she had
a chance to get off. That happens often.

And I don’t want to exaggerate this, but
those sets of experiences inform how the Afri-
can American community interprets what hap-
pened one night in Florida. And it’s inescap-
able for people to bring those experiences to
bear. The African American community is also
knowledgeable that there is a history of racial
disparities in the application of our criminal
laws, everything from the death penalty to en-
forcement of our drug laws. And that ends up
having an impact in terms of how people inter-
pret the case.

Now, this isn’t to say that the African Ameri-
can community is naive about the fact that Af-
rican American young men are disproportion-
ately involved in the criminal justice system,
that they’re disproportionately both victims
and perpetrators of violence. It’s not to make
excuses for that fact, although Black folks do
interpret the reasons for that in a historical
context. They understand that some of the vio-
lence that takes place in poor Black neighbor-
hoods around the country is born out of a very
violent past in this country and that the poverty
and dysfunction that we see in those communi-
ties can be traced to a very difficult history.

And so the fact that sometimes that’s unac-
knowledged adds to the frustration. And the
fact that a lot of African American boys are
painted with a broad brush and the excuse is
given, “Well, there are these statistics out there
that show that African American boys are more
violent.” Using that as an excuse to then see
sons treated differently causes pain.

I think the African American community is
also not naive in understanding that, statistical-
ly, somebody like Trayvon Martin was statisti-
cally more likely to be shot by a peer than he
was by somebody else. So folks understand the
challenges that exist for African American

boys. But they get frustrated, I think, if they
feel that there’s no context for it and that con-
text is being denied. And that all contributes, I
think, to a sense that if a White male teen was
involved in the same kind of scenario, that
from top to bottom, both the outcome and the
aftermath might have been different. 

Now, the question for me at least, and I
think for a lot of folks, is where do we take
this? How do we learn some lessons from this
and move in a positive direction? I think it’s
understandable that there have been demon-
strations and vigils and protests, and some of
that stuff is just going to have to work its way
through, as long as it remains nonviolent. If I
see any violence, then I will remind folks that
that dishonors what happened to Trayvon Mar-
tin and his family. But beyond protests or vig-
ils, the question is, are there some concrete
things that we might be able to do?

I know that Eric Holder is reviewing what
happened down there, but I think it’s impor-
tant for people to have some clear expectations
here. Traditionally, these are issues of State
and local government, the criminal code. And
law enforcement is traditionally done at the
State and local levels, not at the Federal levels.

That doesn’t mean, though, that as a nation,
we can’t do some things that I think would be
productive. So let me just give a couple of spe-
cifics that I’m still bouncing around with my
staff; so we’re not rolling out some five-point
plan, but some areas where I think all of us
could potentially focus.

Number one, precisely because law enforce-
ment is often determined at the State and local
level, I think it would be productive for the
Justice Department, Governors, mayors to
work with law enforcement about training at
the State and local levels in order to reduce the
kind of mistrust in the system that sometimes
currently exists.

When I was in Illinois, I passed racial profil-
ing legislation, and it actually did just two sim-
ple things. One, it collected data on traffic
stops and the race of the person who was
stopped. But the other thing was it resourced
us training police departments across the State
on how to think about potential racial bias and

230-207_Text_.pdf   53 10/18/18   3:42 PM



July 19 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

826

ways to further professionalize what they were
doing. And initially, the police departments
across the State were resistant, but actually,
they came to recognize that if it was done in a
fair, straightforward way, that it would allow
them to do their jobs better and communities
would have more confidence in them and, in
turn, be more helpful in applying the law. And
obviously, law enforcement has got a very
tough job.

So that’s one area where I think there are a
lot of resources and best practices that could
be brought to bear if State and local govern-
ments are receptive. And I think a lot of them
would be. And let’s figure out, are there ways
for us to push out that kind of training?

Along the same lines, I think it would be
useful for us to examine some State and local
laws to see if it—if they are designed in such a
way that they may encourage the kinds of alter-
cations and confrontations and tragedies that
we saw in the Florida case, rather than diffuse
potential altercations.

I know that there’s been commentary about
the fact that the “Stand Your Ground” laws in
Florida were not used as a defense in the case.
On the other hand, if we’re sending a message
as a society in our communities that someone
who is armed potentially has the right to use
those firearms even if there’s a way for them to
exit from a situation, is that really going to be
contributing to the kind of peace and security
and order that we’d like to see?

And for those who resist that idea that we
should think about something like these “Stand
Your Ground” laws, I’d just ask people to con-
sider, if Trayvon Martin was of age and armed,
could he have stood his ground on that side-
walk? And do we actually think that he would
have been justified in shooting Mr. Zimmer-
man, who had followed him in a car, because
he felt threatened? And if the answer to that
question is at least ambiguous, then it seems to
me that we might want to examine those kinds
of laws.

Number three—and this is a long-term proj-
ect—we need to spend some time in thinking
about how do we bolster and reinforce our Af-
rican American boys. And this is something

that Michelle and I talk a lot about. There are a
lot of kids out there who need help who are
getting a lot of negative reinforcement. And is
there more that we can do to give them the
sense that their country cares about them and
values them and is willing to invest in them?

I’m not naive about the prospects of some
grand new Federal program. I’m not sure that
that’s what we’re talking about here. But I do
recognize that as President, I’ve got some con-
vening power, and there are a lot of good pro-
grams that are being done across the country
on this front. And for us to be able to gather to-
gether business leaders and local elected offi-
cials and clergy and celebrities and athletes
and figure out how are we doing a better job
helping young African American men feel that
they’re a full part of this society and that
they’ve got pathways and avenues to succeed, I
think that would be a pretty good outcome
from what was obviously a tragic situation. And
we’re going to spend some time working on
that and thinking about that.

And then, finally, I think it’s going to be im-
portant for all of us to do some soul-searching.
There has been talk about, should we convene
a conversation on race? I haven’t seen that be
particularly productive when politicians try to
organize conversations. They end up being
stilted and politicized, and folks are locked into
the positions they already have. On the other
hand, in families and churches and workplaces,
there’s a possibility that people are a little bit
more honest, and at least you ask yourself your
own questions about, am I wringing as much
bias out of myself as I can? Am I judging peo-
ple as much as I can, based on not the color of
their skin, but the content of their character?
That would, I think, be an appropriate exercise
in the wake of this tragedy.

And let me just leave you with a final
thought that, as difficult and challenging as this
whole episode has been for a lot of people, I
don’t want us to lose sight that things are get-
ting better. Each successive generation seems
to be making progress in changing attitudes
when it comes to race. It doesn’t mean we’re in
a postracial society. It doesn’t mean that racism
is eliminated. But when I talk to Malia and Sa-
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sha, and I listen to their friends, and I see them
interact, they’re better than we are—they’re
better than we were—on these issues. And
that’s true in every community that I’ve visited
all across the country.

And so we have to be vigilant, and we have
to work on these issues. And those of us in au-
thority should be doing everything we can to
encourage the better angels of our nature, as
opposed to using these episodes to heighten
divisions. But we should also have confidence
that kids these days, I think, have more sense
than we did back then and certainly more

than our parents did or our grandparents did,
and that along this long, difficult journey,
we’re becoming a more perfect Union; not a
perfect Union, but a more perfect Union. All
right?

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. in the
James S. Brady Press Briefing Room at the
White House. In his remarks, he referred to
White House Press Secretary James F. “Jay”
Carney; and Seminole County Circuit Judge
Debra S. Nelson of Florida.

Statement on the Federal Communications Commission’s Vote on the
Universal Service Program for Schools and Libraries
July 19, 2013

Today the Federal Communications Com-
mission took a first, important step toward re-
alizing our vision of making 21st-century class-
rooms available to every student in America.
Preparing our Nation’s students with the skills
they need to get good jobs and compete with
countries around the world will rely increasing-
ly on interactive, individualized learning expe-
riences driven by new technology. To get
there, we have to build connected classrooms
that support modern teaching, investments we
know our international competitors are already
making. Our ConnectED initiative, which has

widespread support from Republicans, Demo-
crats, educators, business and tech leaders, and
State and local officials, will ensure that the
Federal Government can provide schools with
the infrastructure and tools they need to deliv-
er this competitive digital education for every
student in the United States. That is the pro-
cess that the FCC began today, and we look
forward to the next steps in this effort as we
move closer to our goal of getting 99 percent of
America’s students connected to the Internet
through high-speed broadband and high-speed
wireless within 5 years.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Transnational Criminal Organizations
July 19, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the

enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to transnational criminal or-
ganizations declared in Executive Order 13581
of July 24, 2011, is to continue in effect beyond
July 24, 2013.

The activities of significant transnational
criminal organizations have reached such
scope and gravity that they threaten the stabili-
ty of international political and economic sys-
tems. Such organizations are becoming in-
creasingly sophisticated and dangerous to the
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