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NOTE: The statement referred to former
President Nelson R. Mandela of South Africa
and his wife Graca Machel. The statement

was released by the Office of the Press Secre-
tary as a statement by the President and the
First Lady.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Former Liberian Regime of Charles Taylor

]uly 17,2013
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent the enclosed notice to the Federal Regis-
ter for publication stating that the national
emergency and related measures dealing with
the former Liberian regime of Charles Taylor
are to continue in effect beyond July 22, 2013.

Although Liberia has made advances to pro-
mote democracy, and the Special Court for Si-
erra Leone recently convicted Charles Taylor
for war crimes and crimes against humanity,
the actions and policies of former Liberian
President Charles Taylor and other persons, in

particular their unlawful depletion of Liberian
resources and their removal from Liberia and
secreting of Liberian funds and property,
could still challenge Liberia’s efforts to
strengthen its democracy and the orderly de-
velopment of its political, administrative, and
economic institutions and resources. These ac-
tions and policies continue to pose an unusual
and extraordinary threat to the foreign policy
of the United States. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue the
national emergency with respect to the former
Liberian regime of Charles Taylor.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
July 17, 2013.

NOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Remarks on the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act

July 18, 2013

Thank you so much, everybody. Well, I want
to thank Morgan for that introduction. And I
want to thank all of you for being here. There
are a couple of people that I want to make sure
to especially acknowledge. First of all, the
leader of the Democrats in the House of Rep-
resentatives and somebody who worked harder
than just about anybody to get the Affordable
Care Act into law: Nancy Pelosi. Please give
Nancy a round of applause.

We have some outstanding Members of
Congress here, some mayors and elected offi-
cials who are here. I want to give a special
shout-out; 'm not going to introduce all of
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them because it would take too much time,
and I might miss somebody. But there is one
person who’s standing in front—sitting in
front, who I want to acknowledge just because
he has served for decades, and for decades
fought to make sure that everybody had afford-
able, accessible coverage, and we're so proud
of him: John Dingell, Congressman from
Michigan.

So I want to welcome everybody to the
White House. Every day, across the country
and certainly here in the White House, there
are people who are working as we speak to im-
plement the Affordable Care Act and to deliver



the security of quality, affordable health care
to more Americans.

The good news is that starting October 1,
new online marketplaces will allow consumers
to go online and compare private health care
insurance plans just like you'd compare, over
the Internet, the best deal on flat-screen TVs
or cars or any other product that is important
to your lives. And you're going to see competi-
tion in ways that we haven’t seen before. Insur-
ance companies will compete for your busi-
ness. And in States that are working hard to
make sure this law delivers for their people,
what we’re seeing is that consumers are getting
a hint of how much money they’re potentially
going to save because of this law. In States like
California, Oregon, Washington, new competi-
tion, new choices, market forces are pushing
costs down.

Just yesterday State officials in New York
announced that average premiums for con-
sumers who buy insurance in their new mar-
ketplace will be at least 50-percent lower next
year than they are today. Think about that: 50-
percent lower. So for people like Morgan who
are self-employed, who have to buy on the in-
dividual market, they're suddenly going to see
opportunities not just for the rebates we dis-
cussed, but also for even greater savings in
their monthly premiums.

So if you already buy insurance on the indi-
vidual market—meaning that you don’t get in-
surance through a big group plan through your
employer—that could mean thousands of dol-
lars a year that can go towards paying a mort-
gage or putting a kid through college or saving
for retirement. And what this means is that
hundreds of thousands of New Yorkers who
don’t have insurance will finally be able to af-
ford it because these exchanges, this big pool is
going to reduce the cost. And you may qualify
for health care tax credits; middle class families
will potentially qualify for these credits that
will bring the cost down even more.

So this is just an example of how the Afford-
able Care Act is doing what it’s designed to do:
deliver more choices, better benefits, a check
on rising costs, and higher quality health care.
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That’s what it was designed to do, and we're al-
ready seeing those effects take place.

Now, I mention all this because yesterday,
despite all the evidence that the law is working
the way it was supposed to for middle class
Americans, Republicans in the House of Rep-
resentatives voted for nearly the 40th time—
[laughter]—to dismantle it. We've got a lot of
problems in this country, and there’s a lot of
work that Congress needs to do: get a farm bill
passed, get immigration reform done, make
sure we've got a budget in place that invests in
our children and our future. And yet, instead,
we're refighting these old battles. [Laughter]
Sometimes, I just try to figure out why. Maybe
they think it’s good politics. But part of our job
here is not to always think about politics. Part
of our job here is to sometimes think about
getting work done on behalf of the American
people, on behalf of the middle class and those
who are striving to get into the middle class.

And so the progress that we're seeing in Cal-
ifornia and Washington and Oregon and now
New York, that's progress that we want to
make sure we're seeing all across the country.
Because there are still millions of people out
there who not only want to get health insur-
ance, but many who have health insurance who
deserve a better deal and deserve the kinds of
savings that the Affordable Care Act will offer.

Now, if you're one of the 85 percent of
Americans who already have health insur-
ance—could be through your employer or
through Medicare or through Medicaid—you
already have an array of new benefits in place.
You don’t have to wait until October 1. You're
already getting benefits even if you don’t know
that it’s because of the Affordable Care Act.
You're getting better protections. You're get-
ting more value for each dollar that you spend
on your health care.

And that last point—the issue of getting bet-
ter value for your buck—is what I want to fo-
cus on today. For years, too many middle class
families saw their health care costs go up and
up and up, without much explanation as to why
or how their money was being spent. But to-
day, because of the Affordable Care Act, insur-
ance companies have to spend at least 80
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percent of every dollar that you pay in premi-
ums on your health care: not on overhead, not
on profits, but on you.

Now, many insurance companies are already
exceeding that target, and theyre bringing
down premiums and providing better value to
their customers. But those that aren’t now ac-
tually have to reimburse you. If theyre not
spending your premium dollars on your health
care—at least 80 percent of it—they've got to
give you some money back.

Last year, millions of Americans opened let-
ters from their insurance companies, but in-
stead of the usual dread that comes from get-
ting a bill—[laughter]—they were pleasantly
surprised with a check. In 2012, 13 million re-
bates went out in all 50 States. Another 8.5
[million]” rebates are being sent out this sum-
mer, averaging around 100 bucks each. And for
families like Morgan’s that are working hard,
every dollar counts. It makes a difference.

As she said during her introduction, she’d
been buying insurance on the individual mar-
ket in Maryland for years. After she got a re-
bate for the first time—and I'm quoting Mor-
gan now—she said, “It felt like someone was
actually being held accountable for the dollars
I was spending on health care.” That’s one of
core principles of the Affordable Care Act:
holding insurance companies and providers ac-
countable so that we all get a better deal.

Dan Hart, who’s here from Chicago, had
read these rebates were happening. But he
didn’t think anything of it until he got a check
in the mail for $136. And Dan is a father of
two, and as any parent will tell you, those kids,
they suck up a lot of money. So—([laughter].
Am I right? [Laughter] Absolutely. So he used
his rebate to pay some bills.

Rick Shewell and Claudia Diamond co-own
a stationery store in Arlington, Virginia. They
knew about the provisions of the Affordable
Care Act, but Rick said, “I figured I'd never
see the money.” So it was a coinplete surprise
when they got a rebate for $320, put that mon-
ey right back into their small business.

* White House correction.
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And this is happening all across the country,
and it's happening because of the Affordable
Care Act. Hasn’t been reported on a lot. T bet
if you took a poll, most folks wouldn’t know
when that check comes in that this was be-
cause of Obamacare—[laughter]—that they
got this extra money in their pockets. But that’s
what’s happening.

Now, even if you don’t get a rebate, even if
you didn’t get a rebate, there’s a good chance
that these reforms are helping you as well, be-
cause one easy way to meet the goal of spend-
ing 80 percent of every dollar on care is to
charge less for your care. Now, we’ve got more
work to do to get rising health care costs under
control. And some of the gains that we've
made, some of the progress we've made in
slowing the rise of health care costs isn’t always
passed on to workers. Sometimes, companies
may keep it, and they are charging their em-
ployees a higher copay or higher deductible or
in some way shifting some costs onto some
workers.

But generally speaking, what we’ve seen is
that health care costs have slowed drastically in
a lot of areas since we’ve passed the Affordable
Care Act. We've got a lot more work to do, but
health care inflation is not skyrocketing the
way it was. And because of this new rule, be-
cause of the fact that it improves the value of
the coverage that you purchase, last year alone,
Americans saved $3.4 billion in lower premi-
ums. That’s $3.4 billion on top of these rebates.

So that’s just one way this law is helping
middle class families. But it represents every-
thing the Affordable Care Act means for folks
who already have insurance: better benefits,
stronger protections, more bang for your
buck—the basic notion that you ought to get
what you pay for.

Now, I recognize that there are still a lot of
folks—in this town, at least—who are rooting
for this law to fail. Some of them seem to think
this law is about me. It’s not. I already have re-
ally good health care. [Laughter]

It's about the dad in Maryland who, for the
first time ever, saw his family’s premiums go



down instead of up. It’s about the grandma in
Oregon whose free mammogram caught her
breast cancer before it had a chance to spread.
It’s about the mom in Arizona who can afford
heart surgery for her little girl now that the
lifetime cap on her coverage has been lifted.
It’s about the folks here today who got a little
bit of relief.

And I'm curious: What do opponents of this
law thinks the folks here today should do with
the money they were reimbursed? Should they
send it back to the insurance companies? Do
they think that was a bad idea to make sure that
insurance companies are being held account-
able? I know that’s not what these folks think.

So the upshot is, the American people de-
serve a fair shot. They expect businesses to play
by a fair set of rules. And that’s why this fight is
so important. Our broken health care system
threatened the hopes and the dreams of families
and businesses across the country who feared
that one illness or one accident could cost them
everything they’d spent a lifetime building. And
step by step, we're fixing that system.

It's hard. This is a big country, and the
health care industry is massive, and there are
tons of providers. And so as we implement,
there are going to be glitches, and there are go-
ing to be certain States that, for political rea-
sons, are resisting implementation. And we're
just steadily working through all that stuff.

The same was true when Medicare was
started. The same was true when Social Securi-
ty got started. There were folks who, for politi-
cal reasons, resisted implementation. But once
it got set up, people started saying, this is a
pretty good deal, it gives me a little more secu-
rity. It’s part of that basic bargain that if you
work hard, if you're doing the right thing, that

you can get ahead in this country and that you

Statement on Senate Confirmation
Labor
July 18, 2013

I welcome today’s confirmation of Tom Per-
ez to serve as Secretary of Labor. Tom has
lived the American dream himself and has
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can provide some basic protections for your
family.

And health care is at the heart of it; it’s part
of it. Affordable health care is not some privi-
lege just for the few. It’s a basic right that ev-
erybody should be able to enjoy.

So we're going to keep fighting to secure
that right, to make sure that every American
gets the care that they need, when they need it,
at a price they can afford. That’s the America
we believe in. That’s what families deserve.
That’s what we’re going to keep on working to
deliver. We're going to keep on working to
make sure many people around this country
who are already paying premiums are getting
cheaper prices, that the money is being actual-
ly spent on their health care, that you're not
having to worry about the fine print, and that if
you don’t have health insurance, you finally are
in a position to get some at an affordable price,
to give you and your family the kind of security
you deserve.

That’s something everybody should support.
That’s not something that should be subject to
politics. If the folks who have been trying to
make political hay out of this thing, if they had
some better ideas, I've already told them, I'm
happy to hear them. But I haven’t heard any so
far. [Laughter] What T've heard is just the
same old song and dance. We're just going to
blow through that stuff and just keep on doing
the right thing for the American people.

So thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:30 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Silver Spring, MD, resi-
dent Morgan Theriot; and Rick Shewell, presi-
dent, and Claudia Diamond, vice president, In
Store Stationers, LLC.

of Thomas E. Perez as Secretary of
dedicated his career to keeping it within reach

for hard-working families across the country.
At the Department of Labor, Tom will help us

823



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T08:50:38-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




