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No transition to democracy comes without
difficulty, but in the end it must stay true to the
will of the people. An honest, capable, and rep-
resentative government is what ordinary Egyp-
tians seek and what they deserve. The long-

standing partnership between the United
States and Egypt is based on shared interests
and values, and we will continue to work with
the Egyptian people to ensure that Egypt’s
transition to democracy succeeds.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 4, 2013

Hi, everybody. I hope you all had a safe and
happy Fourth of July filled with parades and
cookouts, fireworks and family reunions.

We celebrated at the White House with a
few hundred members of the military and their
families. And we took a moment amid the fes-
tivities to remember what our Independence
Day is all about: what happened 237 years ago
and what it meant to the world.

On July 4, 1776, a small band of patriots de-
clared that we were a people created equal,
free to think and worship and live as we please.
It was a declaration heard around the world:
that we were no longer colonists, we were
Americans, and our destiny would not be de-
termined for us, it would be determined by us.

It was a bold and tremendously brave thing to
do. It was also nearly unthinkable. At the time,
kings and princes and emperors ruled the world.
But those patriots were certain that a better way
was possible. And to achieve it, to win their free-
dom, they were willing to lay it all on the line:
their lives, their fortunes, their sacred honor.
They fought a revolution. Few would have bet on
their side to win, but for the first of many times
to come, America proved the doubters wrong.

And now, 237 years later, the United
States—this improbable Nation—is the great-
est in the world: a land of liberty and opportu-
nity, a global defender of peace and freedom, a
beacon of hope to people everywhere who

cherish those ideals. Generations of Americans
made our country what it is today—farmers
and teachers, engineers and laborers, entre-
preneurs and elected leaders—people from all
walks of life, from all parts of the world, all
pulling in the same direction.

And now we, the people, must make their
task our own: to live up to the words of that
Declaration of Independence and secure liber-
ty and opportunity for our own children and
for future generations.

I want to say a special word of thanks to the
men and women of our military, who have
played such a vital role in the story of our Na-
tion. You have defended us at home and
abroad. And you fought on our Nation’s behalf
to make the world a better, safer place. People
in scattered corners of the world are living in
peace today, free to write their own futures, be-
cause of you. We are grateful for your service
and your sacrifice, especially those still serving
in harm’s way and your families here at home.

So God bless you all, and may God bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:05 p.m. on July 3 in the East Room at
the White House for broadcast on July 4. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on July 3, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on July 4.

Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration
July 4, 2013

The President. Come on out, guys. [Ap-
plause] Hello, everybody. 

Audience members. Hello!
The President. Welcome to the White

House. And happy Fourth of July!

So we’ve tried to plan a proper Fourth of Ju-
ly celebration. We’re grilling some food. We’ve
got the fireworks coming. We’ve got lots of
music. The band Fun is here with us today.
And we’ve got multiple groups from our
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Marine Band. We’ve got the Marine concert
band. We’ve got the Dixieland band. We’ve got
the marching band. And we’ve got Free Coun-
try, the country band.

So we hope everybody has a great time. We
are incredibly grateful for your service, and
we’re thankful that you get a chance to spend
the Fourth here with us. And by the way, it’s
Malia’s birthday, so she is appreciative that
you’re all going to be wishing her a happy
birthday as well.

So I don’t want to keep you from the food,
but let me just say this. There are children all
over the world right now asking their parents
what’s so special about today. And maybe some
of those little ones are running around even
here in the South Lawn, thinking, well, this is
just an excuse for some hotdogs. [Laughter]
But it’s worth remembering what happened
237 years ago on this date and what it meant to
the world.

On July 4, 1776, a small band of patriots de-
clared that we were a people created equal,
free to think and worship and live as we please;
that our destiny would not be determined for
us, it would be determined by us. And it was
bold, and it was brave. And it was unprece-
dented; it was unthinkable. At that time in hu-
man history, it was kings and princes and em-
perors who made decisions.

But those patriots knew there was a better
way of doing things, that freedom was possible,
and that to achieve their freedom, they’d be
willing to lay down their lives, their fortunes,
their honor. And so they fought a revolution.
And few would have bet on their side, but for
the first time of many times to come, America
proved the doubters wrong.

And now, 237 years later, this improbable
experiment in democracy, the United States of
America, stands as the greatest nation on
Earth. And what makes us great is, not our size
or our wealth, but our values and our ideals
and the fact that we’re willing to fight for them.
A land of liberty and opportunity, a global de-
fender of peace and freedom, a beacon of hope
for people everywhere who cherish those ide-
als.

And we have also earned it—you have
earned it—because as part of a long line of
folks who are willing to fight for those ideals,
we’ve been able to not only preserve and make
more perfect this Union, but also try to spread
that light elsewhere. You, the fighting men and
women of the United States, and those who
came before you, you’ve played a special role.
You’ve defended our Nation at home and
abroad. You fought for our Nation’s beliefs to
make the world a better and safer place. Peo-
ple in scattered corners of the world live in
peace today, are free to write their own fu-
tures, because of you.

And we’ve got all of you here today. We’ve
got Army. We’ve got Navy. We’ve got Air
Force. We’ve got Marines. We’ve got Coast
Guard. And we’ve got National Guard. That’s
all right, National Guard, we love you too.

And up here with me are incredibly capable
and brave men and women from each service
branch. And we salute you, one and all. We sa-
lute our soldiers, like Specialist Heidi Olson,
who, when she was wounded by an IED in Af-
ghanistan, gave lifesaving treatment to another
injured soldier, and then another. She had to
be ordered to stop and get treatment for her-
self when the medevac aircraft arrived. And for
her courage she was awarded a Bronze Star.
Give her a big round of applause.

We salute our sailors, like Petty Officer Joe
Marcinkowski, who serves wounded warriors at
Walter Reed, coordinating their care and sup-
porting their families throughout their recover-
ies. Thank you, Joe.

We salute our airmen, like Staff Sergeant
Adam Ybarra, who helped save 9 lives in 11
combat search and mission rescues in Afghani-
stan in 2012. Give Adam a big round of ap-
plause.

We salute our Marines, like Corporal Amber
Fifer, who was shot five times in an attack in
Helmand Province and is staying on to serve as
a Marine Corps drill instructor.

And we salute our Coasties, including Petty
Officer Randy Haba, who was one of the first
responders to rescue the crew of a ship off the
coast of North Carolina when Hurricane Sandy
struck and saved the lives of five mariners.
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So every day, men and women like them,
and like all of you, are carrying forward the
ideals that inspired that American Dream 237
years ago. Defending our Nation and our free-
doms with strength and with sacrifice is your
daily charge. And it’s the charge of all of us, the
charge of all who serve worldwide, including
our troops that are still in harm’s way and their
families back home. They serve too. And so we
think of them, we pray for them.

And on behalf of all Americans, I want to say
thank you and wish you all a very, very happy
Fourth of July. You’ve earned it. So God bless
you. God bless your families. God bless the
United States of America.

And with that, let me turn it back over to the
Marine Band.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:58 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks on Government Reform 
July 8, 2013

Everybody, please have a seat. Well, thank
you so much.

Back in 2007, when I was first running for
this office, I had the opportunity to visit Google
headquarters in Mountain View, in Silicon Val-
ley, to discuss ways we could use technology to
allow more citizens to participate in their de-
mocracy and bring a Government built largely
in the 20th century into the 21st century.

After all, we had already set out to build a
new type of campaign, one that used technolo-
gy to bring people together and then trusted
them with that technology to organize on their
own. And the idea was simple: Instead of
bringing more people to the campaign, we
wanted to bring the campaign to more people
and let them determine its course and its na-
ture. If you wanted to make phone calls or
knock on doors, you didn’t have to come into a
field office first, you could just get the informa-
tion you needed right on your phone and go
out there and do it. If you wanted to get your
friends involved, then we had the tools to help
you connect.

And I very much felt that some of the things
that we were doing to help us get elected could
also be used once we were elected. If you
wanted to share your story, we could help you
get your story out. And throughout this pro-
cess, we created one of the most inclusive and
one of the most successful campaigns in Amer-
ican history.

Now, once we got to Washington, instead of
an operation humming with the latest technolo-
gy, I had to fight really hard just to keep my

BlackBerry. [Laughter] And as anyone knows,
dealing with the Federal Government is not al-
ways high tech, and it’s not always user-friendly.

So, over the past 4½   years, we’ve worked dil-
igently to change that. Just like we did on that
campaign, we started by recruiting some of the
smartest people from the private sector to
work side by side with some of the smartest
people in the public sector to help get it done.
So that day that I visited Google, I promised to
appoint the Nation’s first CTO, Chief Technol-
ogy Officer. And soon after I took office, I did.
Today, our Chief Technology Officer, Todd
Park, and our Chief Information Officer, Steve
VanRoekel, are working with their teams to in-
novate and apply the best technology to help
solve some of our biggest challenges, from cre-
ating jobs to reducing health care costs, to
keeping our Nation secure.

We are the first to confess that progress has
not always come quick and major challenges
still remain. But we’ve made huge swaths of
your Government more efficient and more
transparent and more accountable than ever
before. And we’ve done it by focusing on three
areas.

First, we found ways to deliver the services
that citizens expect in smarter, faster, and bet-
ter ways. So, for example, until recently, when
a natural disaster struck, teams from FEMA
had to rely exclusively on in-person inspections
to figure out which families needed help. Now
they analyze satellite and aerial imagery and
get housing assistance to areas that need it
most, more quickly. After Hurricane Sandy,
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