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United States, and it’s going to be good for the
world.

So thank you very much, everyone. And
most of all, thank you, President Kikwete, for
your wonderful hospitality. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. at
Ubungo Plaza. In his remarks, he referred to
Jessica O. Matthews, cofounder and chief ex-
ecutive officer, and Julia Silverman, cofounder
and advisory board member, Uncharted Play.

Statement on the Death of Former Representative William H. Gray III
July 2, 2013

Bill Gray was a trailblazer, proudly repre-
senting his beloved Philadelphia in Congress
for over a decade as the first African American
to chair the Budget Committee and to serve as
the Majority Whip. Bill’s extraordinary leader-
ship, on issues from housing to transportation
to supporting efforts that ended apartheid in
South Africa, made our communities, our

country, and our world a more just place. Mi-
chelle and I extend our deepest sympathies to
Bill’s family, especially to his wife Andrea and
their three sons.

NOTE: The statement referred to Andrew D.
Gray, Justin Y. Gray, and William H. Gray IV,
sons of former Rep. Gray.

Statement on the Situation in Egypt
July 3, 2013

As I have said since the Egyptian revolution,
the United States supports a set of core princi-
ples, including opposition to violence, protec-
tion of universal human rights, and reform that
meets the legitimate aspirations of the people.
The United States does not support particular
individuals or political parties, but we are com-
mitted to the democratic process and respect
for the rule of law. Since the current unrest in
Egypt began, we have called on all parties to
work together to address the legitimate griev-
ances of the Egyptian people, in accordance
with the democratic process and without re-
course to violence or the use of force.

The United States is monitoring the very
fluid situation in Egypt, and we believe that ul-
timately, the future of Egypt can only be deter-
mined by the Egyptian people. Nevertheless,
we are deeply concerned by the decision of the
Egyptian Armed Forces to remove President
Mursi and suspend the Egyptian Constitution.
I now call on the Egyptian military to move
quickly and responsibly to return full authority
back to a democratically elected civilian gov-
ernment as soon as possible through an inclu-
sive and transparent process and to avoid any
arbitrary arrests of President Mursi and his

supporters. Given today’s developments, I
have also directed the relevant departments
and agencies to review the implications under
U.S. law for our assistance to the Government
of Egypt.

The United States continues to believe firm-
ly that the best foundation for lasting stability in
Egypt is a democratic political order with par-
ticipation from all sides and all political parties:
secular and religious, civilian and military. Dur-
ing this uncertain period, we expect the military
to ensure that the rights of all Egyptian men
and women are protected, including the right
to peaceful assembly, due process, and free and
fair trials in civilian courts. Moreover, the goal
of any political process should be a government
that respects the rights of all people, majority
and minority; that institutionalizes the checks
and balances upon which democracy depends;
and that places the interests of the people
above party or faction. The voices of all those
who have protested peacefully must be heard,
including those who welcomed today’s develop-
ments and those who have supported President
Mursi. In the interim, I urge all sides to avoid
violence and come together to ensure the last-
ing restoration of Egypt’s democracy.
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No transition to democracy comes without
difficulty, but in the end it must stay true to the
will of the people. An honest, capable, and rep-
resentative government is what ordinary Egyp-
tians seek and what they deserve. The long-

standing partnership between the United
States and Egypt is based on shared interests
and values, and we will continue to work with
the Egyptian people to ensure that Egypt’s
transition to democracy succeeds.

The President’s Weekly Address
July 4, 2013

Hi, everybody. I hope you all had a safe and
happy Fourth of July filled with parades and
cookouts, fireworks and family reunions.

We celebrated at the White House with a
few hundred members of the military and their
families. And we took a moment amid the fes-
tivities to remember what our Independence
Day is all about: what happened 237 years ago
and what it meant to the world.

On July 4, 1776, a small band of patriots de-
clared that we were a people created equal,
free to think and worship and live as we please.
It was a declaration heard around the world:
that we were no longer colonists, we were
Americans, and our destiny would not be de-
termined for us, it would be determined by us.

It was a bold and tremendously brave thing to
do. It was also nearly unthinkable. At the time,
kings and princes and emperors ruled the world.
But those patriots were certain that a better way
was possible. And to achieve it, to win their free-
dom, they were willing to lay it all on the line:
their lives, their fortunes, their sacred honor.
They fought a revolution. Few would have bet on
their side to win, but for the first of many times
to come, America proved the doubters wrong.

And now, 237 years later, the United
States—this improbable Nation—is the great-
est in the world: a land of liberty and opportu-
nity, a global defender of peace and freedom, a
beacon of hope to people everywhere who

cherish those ideals. Generations of Americans
made our country what it is today—farmers
and teachers, engineers and laborers, entre-
preneurs and elected leaders—people from all
walks of life, from all parts of the world, all
pulling in the same direction.

And now we, the people, must make their
task our own: to live up to the words of that
Declaration of Independence and secure liber-
ty and opportunity for our own children and
for future generations.

I want to say a special word of thanks to the
men and women of our military, who have
played such a vital role in the story of our Na-
tion. You have defended us at home and
abroad. And you fought on our Nation’s behalf
to make the world a better, safer place. People
in scattered corners of the world are living in
peace today, free to write their own futures, be-
cause of you. We are grateful for your service
and your sacrifice, especially those still serving
in harm’s way and your families here at home.

So God bless you all, and may God bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:05 p.m. on July 3 in the East Room at
the White House for broadcast on July 4. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on July 3, but was embar-
goed for release until 6 a.m. on July 4.

Remarks at an Independence Day Celebration
July 4, 2013

The President. Come on out, guys. [Ap-
plause] Hello, everybody. 

Audience members. Hello!
The President. Welcome to the White

House. And happy Fourth of July!

So we’ve tried to plan a proper Fourth of Ju-
ly celebration. We’re grilling some food. We’ve
got the fireworks coming. We’ve got lots of
music. The band Fun is here with us today.
And we’ve got multiple groups from our
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