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an open truck. The Secret Service has me and
Michelle inside a fortified limousine. We call it
the Beast. [Laughter] As Kennedy’s truck
made its way through the crowds, he picked up
two boys and let them ride alongside them.
The Secret Service doesn’t let me do these
things. [Laughter] When Kennedy came, it was
a public holiday here. I apologize to Tanzani-
ans that you all had to work today. [Laughter]
But while have—while these times have
changed, the good feelings stay the same.
We've been deeply touched by the welcome
and the warm wishes from the Tanzanian peo-
ple: along the streets as we came in here, with
you tonight. Dar es Salaam means “harbor of
peace,” and we thank you for sharing that
sense of peace and brotherhood for which this
country and its people have long been known.
Mr. President, you've shown wisdom and
strength in seeking reforms so that more Tan-
zanians can enjoy progress, more opportunity.
And like me, you're strengthened by a woman
who is a leader in her own right. I am told that
Mama Kikwete is fond of a traditional Tanzani-
an saying: “My neighbor’s child is my child.”
And that sentiment, I think, also captures the
feeling the partnership between our two coun-

tries must have. We live thousands of miles
apart, but as fellow human beings, we share a
sense of obligation to each other, especially to
the youngest among us.

So you might say an American child is my
child. We might say a Tanzanian child is my
child. In this way, both of our nations will be
looking after all of our children, and we’ll be
living out the vision of President Nyerere. The
core values that he proclaimed for Tanzania al-
so describe what both our countries seek: wis-
dom, unity, and peace—hekima, umoja, na
amani.

So what I'd like to do is to propose a toast, if
I can get my water here: To our gracious Tan-
zanian hosts, to our Tanzanian friends, and to
wisdom, unity, and peace that we all seek in
the world.

[At this point, President Obama offered a
toast.]

Cheers.
NOTE: The President spoke at 8:58 p.m. at the

State House. In his remarks, he referred to
Salma Kikwete, wife of President Kikwete.

Remarks at the Ubungo Symbion Power Plant in Dar es Salaam

July 2, 2013

Good morning, everybody. Please have a
seat. Well, it is wonderful to be here with Pres-
ident Kikwete. I want to thank everybody from
Ubungo Power Plant for this visit. We are here
today to focus on one of the biggest hurdles to
Africa’s economic development: the fact that
nearly 70 percent of Africans lack access to
electricity.

And that’s why in my speech in Cape Town,
I announced a major new initiative, Power Af-
rica, to double access to electricity here in Afri-
ca. Now, the first step that we’re going to take
is to try to bring electricity to 20 million homes
and businesses.

And this plant represents the kind of public-
private partnership that we want to replicate all
across the continent. This facility was idle. But
the Tanzanian Government, under President
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Kikwete’s leadership, committed to making re-
forms in the energy sector. With support from
the Millennium Challenge grant, General
Electric, and Symbion, they got it up and run-
ning again. More Tanzanians got electricity.

So Power Africa embraces this model. Pub-
lic and private resources will be matched with
projects led by African countries that are tak-
ing the lead on reform. In this case, African
Governments commit to energy reforms, the
U.S. is committing some $7 billion in support,
and private sector companies have already
committed more than $9 billion. And this is
just the beginning, because we look forward to
even more companies joining this effort.

So this is a win-win. It’s a win for Africans:
Families get to electrify their homes; business-
es can run their plants; investors can say, if we



locate in an African country, that they're going
to be able to power up in a reliable way. All this
will make economies grow. It’s a win for the
United States because the investments made
here, including in cleaner energy, means more
exports for the U.S. and more jobs in the U.S.
And obviously, a growing market in Africa will
mean more opportunities for all countries.

And this reflects—is representative of my
new approach when it comes to development.
I believe that the purpose of development
should be to build capacity and to help other
countries actually stand on their own feet,
whether it’s in agriculture, in health systems, in
electricity. Instead of perpetual aid, develop-
ment has to fuel investment and economic
growth so that assistance is no longer necessary
or some of the more successful countries in Af-
rica can start being donors instead of recipients
of assistance.

But development isn’t just about big proj-
ects. Sometimes, simple ideas can bring about
transformational change. Some of you saw the
Soccket, the soccer ball that we were kicking
around that generates electricity as it’s kicked.
I don’t want to get too technical, but I thought
it was pretty cool. And this is developed by two
young women from the U.S., so Soccket turns
one of the most popular games in Africa into a
source of electricity and progress. And you can
imagine this in villages all across the continent.

So that’s just the example of the kind of cre-
ativity that is possible if we’ve got the public
sector and the private sector and the not-for-
profit sectors all working together.

Now, in order for this to work, though, we
all have to feel a sense of urgency. One of the
things, Mr. President, that I learned around
the business roundtable is: if we are going to
electrify Africa, we've got to do it with more
speed. We can’t have projects that take 7, 8, 9
years to be approved and to get on line. If
we're going to make this happen, we’ve got to
cut through the redtape, and that can only hap-
pen with leadership like the leadership that
President Kikwete has shown.

We've got to be able to say, when the envi-
ronmental studies are done, when the planning
is done, when the paperwork is done, we can
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move this approval process, clear the redtape,
make sure that the regulatory structure is in
place, and get these things up and running in a
timely way. Because it’s hard to attract private-
sector business if they feel as if their money is
going to be tied up forever in uncertainty. So
we want to focus on speed, but we also want to
do it right. And the United States intends to be
a strong partner in this process.

This is my last stop on my trip. We’re going
to be heading home right after this. And as I
think about the week that we've spent here, I
think about the farmers in Senegal who are
harnessing new technologies and, as a conse-
quence, increasing yields; women who started
off with 1 hectare now having 16 and doubling
or tripling their income and buying a tractor
for the first time, and suddenly, they're em-
ploying people, and the entire community is
benefiting.

I think about amazing young Africans that I
saw at the town hall meeting down in Soweto,
and their eagerness to promote trade, not just
to seek aid, to be entrepreneurs and start busi-
nesses, and just hoping that the Governments
will support them and that the efforts will be
made to increase transparency and account-
ability and to eliminate corruption.

I think about the visit here to Tanzania: the
incredible progress that's been made in reduc-
ing malaria and HIV and tuberculosis, the
progress that's been made in terms of educa-
tion and agricultural improvements, and prog-
ress that’s being made as represented by this
power plant.

And T think of all these things, and I see
leaders like President Kikwete who are making
every effort to do the right thing, and I'm in-
spired. Because I'm absolutely convinced that,
with the right approach, Africa and its people
can unleash a new era of prosperity. And that’s
what Power Africa is all about. That’s what
Feed the Future is all about. That’s what all
our efforts are going to be about, is making
sure that Africans have the tools to create a
better life for their people and that the United
States is a partner in that process. It’s going to
be good for Africa, it’s going to be good for the
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United States, and it’s going to be good for the
world.

So thank you very much, everyone. And
most of all, thank you, President Kikwete, for
your wonderful hospitality. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:58 a.m. at
Ubungo Plaza. In his remarks, he referred to
Jessica O. Matthews, cofounder and chief ex-
ecutive officer, and Julia Silverman, cofounder
and advisory board member, Uncharted Play.

Statement on the Death of Former Representative William H. Gray I1I

July 2, 2013

Bill Gray was a trailblazer, proudly repre-
senting his beloved Philadelphia in Congress
for over a decade as the first African American
to chair the Budget Committee and to serve as
the Majority Whip. Bill's extraordinary leader-
ship, on issues from housing to transportation
to supporting efforts that ended apartheid in
South Africa, made our communities, our

Statement on the Situation in Egypt
July 3, 2013

As I have said since the Egyptian revolution,
the United States supports a set of core princi-
ples, including opposition to violence, protec-
tion of universal human rights, and reform that
meets the legitimate aspirations of the people.
The United States does not support particular
individuals or political parties, but we are com-
mitted to the democratic process and respect
for the rule of law. Since the current unrest in
Egypt began, we have called on all parties to
work together to address the legitimate griev-
ances of the Egyptian people, in accordance
with the democratic process and without re-
course to violence or the use of force.

The United States is monitoring the very
fluid situation in Egypt, and we believe that ul-
timately, the future of Egypt can only be deter-
mined by the Egyptian people. Nevertheless,
we are deeply concerned by the decision of the
Egyptian Armed Forces to remove President
Mursi and suspend the Egyptian Constitution.
I now call on the Egyptian military to move
quickly and responsibly to return full authority
back to a democratically elected civilian gov-
ernment as soon as possible through an inclu-
sive and transparent process and to avoid any
arbitrary arrests of President Mursi and his
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country, and our world a more just place. Mi-
chelle and T extend our deepest sympathies to
Bill's family, especially to his wife Andrea and
their three sons.

NOTE: The statement referred to Andrew D.
Gray, Justin Y. Gray, and William H. Gray IV,
sons of former Rep. Gray.

supporters. Given today’s developments, I
have also directed the relevant departments
and agencies to review the implications under
U.S. law for our assistance to the Government
of Egypt.

The United States continues to believe firm-
ly that the best foundation for lasting stability in
Egypt is a democratic political order with par-
ticipation from all sides and all political parties:
secular and religious, civilian and military. Dur-
ing this uncertain period, we expect the military
to ensure that the rights of all Egyptian men
and women are protected, including the right
to peaceful assembly, due process, and free and
fair trials in civilian courts. Moreover, the goal
of any political process should be a government
that respects the rights of all people, majority
and minority; that institutionalizes the checks
and balances upon which democracy depends;
and that places the interests of the people
above party or faction. The voices of all those
who have protested peacefully must be heard,
including those who welcomed today’s develop-
ments and those who have supported President
Mursi. In the interim, I urge all sides to avoid
violence and come together to ensure the last-
ing restoration of Egypt’s democracy.
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