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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-

tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Designation of Curaçao as a
Beneficiary Country for Purposes of the Caribbean Basin Economic
Recovery Act and the Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership Act
December 23, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 212 of the Carib-
bean Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA)
(19 U.S.C. 2702), as amended by the Caribbe-
an Basin Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA)
(Public Law 106–200), and after considering
the criteria set forth in sections 212(b) and (c)
and 213(b)(5)(B) of the CBERA (19 U.S.C.
2702(b) and (c) and 19 U.S.C. 2703(b)(5)(B)),
I have determined that it is appropriate to des-
ignate Curaçao, which is a successor political
entity to The Netherlands Antilles, as a benefi-
ciary country for the purposes of the CBERA
and CBTPA.

In accordance with section 212(a)(1)(A) of
the CBERA, I am hereby notifying the Con-
gress of my intent to designate Curaçao as a
beneficiary country for the purposes of the
CBERA and CBTPA. After the U.S. Trade

Representative (USTR) makes a determination
under section 213(b)(4)(A)(ii) (19 U.S.C.
2703(b)(4)(A)(ii)) regarding whether Curaçao
has implemented and follows or is making sub-
stantial progress toward implementing and fol-
lowing the customs procedures required under
the CBTPA, and publishes such determination
in the Federal Register, Curaçao will be eligi-
ble for benefits under the CBTPA on the date
that the USTR designates.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The related Proclamation 9072 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

The President’s Weekly Address
December 25, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody, and happy
holidays.

The First Lady. We know how busy this
time of year is for everyone, so we’re not going
to take much of your time. But we did want to
take a moment to wish you all a merry Christ-
mas, from our family to yours.

The President. This is a season for millions
of Americans to be together with family, to
continue long-held holiday traditions, and to
show our gratitude to those we love. And along
the way, some of us might even watch a little
basketball or eat some Christmas cookies too.

The First Lady. Here at the White House,
over the past few weeks, we’ve had about
70,000 people from all across the country come

visit and look at our holiday decorations. This
year’s theme was “Gather Around: Stories of
the Season.” And in every room of the house,
we tried to tell the story about who we are as
Americans and how we celebrate the holidays
together.

And we made certain to highlight some of
the most powerful stories we know: the stories
of our outstanding troops, veterans, and mili-
tary families and their service and sacrifice for
our country.

The President. Our extraordinary men and
women in uniform are serving so that the rest
of us can enjoy the blessings we cherish during
the holidays. But that means many of our
troops are far from home and far from family.
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