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opportunity, building an America that offers
everyone who works hard the chance to get
ahead and every child a fair shot at success.

And if Congress continues to act in the spirit
of cooperation we’ve seen in recent weeks, I’m
confident we can make much more progress
together in the year to come.

Thanks, and have a great weekend and a
very merry Christmas.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. on December 19 in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House for
broadcast on December 21. In the address,
the President referred to H.J. Res. 59. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on December 20, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on Decem-
ber 21. 

Statement on the Death of John S.D. Eisenhower
December 22, 2013

Michelle and I send our condolences to the
Eisenhower family on the passing of John S.D.
Eisenhower. He grew up the son of an Ameri-
can hero, but emerged a great American in his
own right: a brave soldier who served in World
War II, the Korean war, and ultimately retired
with the rank of Brigadier General; an accom-
plished writer and historian; a talented diplo-

mat. His was a big and quintessentially Ameri-
can life, one of patriotism and character, learn-
ing and teaching, and a deep and abiding sense
of service to his country. Our thoughts and
prayers are with John’s wife Joanne, his son
David, his daughters Barbara Anne, Susan, and
Mary, and his grandchildren, along with our
gratitude for his extraordinary life.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States Armed
Forces Personnel to South Sudan
December 22, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In my report to the Congress of December
19, 2013, I provided information on the de-
ployment of U.S. forces to support the security
of U.S. personnel and our Embassy in South
Sudan. I am providing this additional report,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution
(Public Law 93–148), to help ensure that the
Congress is kept fully informed on U.S. mili-
tary activities in South Sudan.

On December 21, 2013, approximately 46
additional U.S. military personnel deployed by
military aircraft to the area of Bor, South Su-
dan, to conduct an operation to evacuate U.S.
citizens and personnel. After the aircraft came
under fire as they approached Bor, the opera-
tion was curtailed due to security consider-
ations, and the aircraft and all military person-

nel onboard departed South Sudan without
completing the evacuation.

The purpose of this operation was to protect
U.S. citizens, personnel, and property. As I
monitor the situation in South Sudan, I may
take further action to support the security of
U.S. citizens, personnel, and property, includ-
ing our Embassy, in South Sudan.

This action has been directed consistent
with my responsibility to protect U.S. citizens
both at home and abroad, and in furtherance
of U.S. national security and foreign policy in-
terests, pursuant to my constitutional authority
to conduct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive.

I appreciate the support of the Congress in
these actions.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA
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