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opportunity, building an America that offers
everyone who works hard the chance to get
ahead and every child a fair shot at success.

And if Congress continues to act in the spirit
of cooperation we’ve seen in recent weeks, I'm
confident we can make much more progress
together in the year to come.

Thanks, and have a great weekend and a
very merry Christmas.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. on December 19 in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House for
broadcast on December 21. In the address,
the President referred to H.J. Res. 59. The
transcript was made available by the Office of
the Press Secretary on December 20, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on Decem-
ber 21.

Statement on the Death of John S.D. Eisenhower

December 22, 2013

Michelle and I send our condolences to the
Eisenhower family on the passing of John S.D.
Eisenhower. He grew up the son of an Ameri-
can hero, but emerged a great American in his
own right: a brave soldier who served in World
War II, the Korean war, and ultimately retired
with the rank of Brigadier General; an accom-
plished writer and historian; a talented diplo-

mat. His was a big and quintessentially Ameri-
can life, one of patriotism and character, learn-
ing and teaching, and a deep and abiding sense
of service to his country. Our thoughts and
prayers are with John’s wife Joanne, his son
David, his daughters Barbara Anne, Susan, and
Mary, and his grandchildren, along with our
gratitude for his extraordinary life.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Deployment of United States Armed

Forces Personnel to South Sudan
December 22, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In my report to the Congress of December
19, 2013, I provided information on the de-
ployment of U.S. forces to support the security
of U.S. personnel and our Embassy in South
Sudan. T am providing this additional report,
consistent with the War Powers Resolution
(Public Law 93-148), to help ensure that the
Congress is kept fully informed on U.S. mili-
tary activities in South Sudan.

On December 21, 2013, approximately 46
additional U.S. military personnel deployed by
military aircraft to the area of Bor, South Su-
dan, to conduct an operation to evacuate U.S.
citizens and personnel. After the aircraft came
under fire as they approached Bor, the opera-
tion was curtailed due to security consider-
ations, and the aircraft and all military person-
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nel onboard departed South Sudan without
completing the evacuation.

The purpose of this operation was to protect
U.S. citizens, personnel, and property. As I
monitor the situation in South Sudan, I may
take further action to support the security of
U.S. citizens, personnel, and property, includ-
ing our Embassy, in South Sudan.

This action has been directed consistent
with my responsibility to protect U.S. citizens
both at home and abroad, and in furtherance
of U.S. national security and foreign policy in-
terests, pursuant to my constitutional authority
to conduct U.S. foreign relations and as Com-
mander in Chief and Chief Executive.

I appreciate the support of the Congress in
these actions.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA



NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
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tives, and Patrick J. Leahy, President pro tem-
pore of the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the Designation of Curagao as a
Beneficiary Country for Purposes of the Caribbean Basin Economic
Recovery Act and the Caribbean Basin Trade Partnership Act

December 23, 2013
Dear Mr. Speaker: (Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 212 of the Carib-
bean Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA)
(19 U.S.C. 2702), as amended by the Caribbe-
an Basin Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA)
(Public Law 106-200), and after considering
the criteria set forth in sections 212(b) and (c)
and 213(b)(5)(B) of the CBERA (19 U.S.C.
2702(b) and (c) and 19 U.S.C. 2703(b)(5)(B)),
I have determined that it is appropriate to des-
ignate Curagao, which is a successor political
entity to The Netherlands Antilles, as a benefi-
ciary country for the purposes of the CBERA
and CBTPA.

In accordance with section 212(a)(1)(A) of
the CBERA, I am hereby notifying the Con-
gress of my intent to designate Curagao as a
beneficiary country for the purposes of the
CBERA and CBTPA. After the U.S. Trade

The President’s Weekly Address
December 25, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody, and happy
holidays.

The First Lady. We know how busy this
time of year is for everyone, so we're not going
to take much of your time. But we did want to
take a moment to wish you all a merry Christ-
mas, from our family to yours.

The President. This is a season for millions
of Americans to be together with family, to
continue long-held holiday traditions, and to
show our gratitude to those we love. And along
the way, some of us might even watch a little
basketball or eat some Christmas cookies too.

The First Lady. Here at the White House,
over the past few weeks, we've had about
70,000 people from all across the country come

Representative (USTR) makes a determination
under section 213(b)(4)(A)Gi) (19 U.S.C.
2703(b)(4)(A)(ii)) regarding whether Curacao
has implemented and follows or is making sub-
stantial progress toward implementing and fol-
lowing the customs procedures required under
the CBTPA, and publishes such determination
in the Federal Register, Curagao will be eligi-
ble for benefits under the CBTPA on the date
that the USTR designates.
Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The related Proclamation 9072 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

visit and look at our holiday decorations. This
year’s theme was “Gather Around: Stories of
the Season.” And in every room of the house,
we tried to tell the story about who we are as
Americans and how we celebrate the holidays
together.

And we made certain to highlight some of
the most powerful stories we know: the stories
of our outstanding troops, veterans, and mili-
tary families and their service and sacrifice for
our country.

The President. Our extraordinary men and
women in uniform are serving so that the rest
of us can enjoy the blessings we cherish during
the holidays. But that means many of our
troops are far from home and far from family.
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