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this is also a time to remember the story of a
child born to two faithful travelers on a holy
night, long ago.

The sacred birth of Jesus Christ was God’s
gift to man on Earth. And through His exam-
ple, He taught us that we should love the Lord,
love our neighbors as we love ourselves. It’s a
teaching that has endured for generations. And
today, it lies at the heart of my faith and that of
millions of Americans and billions around the
globe.

No matter who we are or where we come
from or how we worship, it’s a message of hope
and devotion that can unite all of us this holi-
day season. It compels all of us to reach out
and help our less fortunate citizens—our poor,
our sick, our neighbors in need—and to serve
those who sacrifice so much on our behalf.

And that’s why tonight’s celebration benefits
the Children’s National Medical Center and all
the children whose lives they touch and save,
including all the little elves who are here to-
night. [Laughter]

And that’s why, with our men and women in
uniform serving far from home in harm’s way,
we thank them as well and their families. And
we wish, this holiday season and all seasons, for
peace on Earth. 

To all Americans, from our family to yours,
God bless you, and have a very merry Christ-
mas.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:40 p.m. at the
National Building Museum. In his remarks, he
referred to actor Hugh Jackman.

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Jeh C. Johnson as Secretary of
Homeland Security
December 16, 2013

I am pleased the Senate has confirmed Jeh
Johnson as our next Secretary of Homeland
Security with broad bipartisan support. In Jeh
our dedicated homeland security professionals
will have a strong leader with a deep under-
standing of the threats we face and a proven
ability to work across agencies and complex or-
ganizations to keep America secure. Jeh has
been a critical member of my national security
team, and he helped to shape some of our most

successful national security policies and strate-
gies. As Secretary of Homeland Security, Jeh
will play a leading role in our efforts to protect
the homeland against terrorist attacks, adapt to
changing threats, stay prepared for natural di-
sasters, strengthen our border security, and
make our immigration system fairer, while up-
holding the values, civil liberties, and laws that
make America great. I look forward to Jeh’s
counsel and sound judgment for years to come.

Statement on Representative James D. Matheson’s Decision Not To Seek
Reelection
December 17, 2013

Jim Matheson has proudly represented the
people of Utah for more than 12 years in the
United States Congress. He has been a force-
ful advocate of our Nation’s veterans and
worked to strengthen our economy through his
support of key trade agreements. Michelle and

I thank Congressman Matheson for his service
and wish him, his wife Amy, and their two sons
the very best in the future.

NOTE: The statement referred to Will and
Harris Matheson, sons of Rep. Matheson.
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