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stand on its own. They’re profitable for the first
time in nearly a decade. The industry has add-
ed more than 372,000 new jobs, its strongest
growth since the 1990s. Thanks to the workers
on our assembly lines, some of the most high-
tech, fuel-efficient cars in the world are once
again designed, engineered, and built right
here in America, and the rest of the world is
buying more of them than ever before.

When things looked darkest for our most
iconic industry, we bet on what was true: the
ingenuity and resilience of the proud, hard-

working men and women who make this coun-
try strong. Today that bet has paid off. The
American auto industry is back.

For our autoworkers and the communi-
ties that depend on them, the road we’ve
taken these past 5 years has been a long and
difficult one. But it’s one we’ve traveled to-
gether. And as long as there’s more work to
do to restore opportunity and broad-based
growth for all Americans, that’s what we’ll
keep doing to reach the brighter days
ahead.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Switzerland-United States Social
Security Agreement
December 9, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, as amended by the Social Securi-
ty Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95–216,
42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit herewith an
Agreement on Social Security between the
United States of America and the Swiss Con-
federation, signed at Bern on December 3,
2012, (the “U.S.-Swiss Agreement”). The
Agreement consists of two instruments: a prin-
cipal agreement and an administrative arrange-
ment, and upon entry into force, will replace:
the Agreement between the United States of
America and the Swiss Confederation on So-
cial Security with final protocol, signed July 18,
1979; the Administrative Agreement between
the United States of America and the Swiss
Confederation for the Implementation of the
Agreement on Social Security of July 18, 1979,
signed December 20, 1979; and the Supple-
mentary Agreement between the two Con-
tracting States, signed June 1, 1988.

The U.S.-Swiss Agreement is similar in ob-
jective to the social security agreements al-
ready in force with most of the European
Union member states, Australia, Canada,
Chile, Japan, Norway, and the Republic of Ko-
rea. Such bilateral agreements provide for lim-
ited coordination between the United States
and foreign social security systems to eliminate

dual social security coverage and taxation and
to help prevent the lost benefit protection that
can occur when workers divide their careers
between two countries. The principal updates
encompassed in the Agreement include
amendments to rules for entitlement to Swiss
disability pensions paid to ensure equality of
treatments between U.S. and Swiss nationals,
updates to personal information confidentiality
provisions, and modifications necessary to take
into account changes in U.S. and Swiss laws
since 1988.

The U.S.-Swiss Agreement contains all pro-
visions mandated by section 233 of the Social
Security Act and other provisions that I deem
appropriate to carry out the purposes of sec-
tion 233, pursuant to section 233(c)(4) of the
Social Security Act.

I also transmit, for the information of the
Congress, a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key points
of the U.S.-Swiss Agreement, along with a
paragraph-by-paragraph explanation of the
provisions of the principal agreement and ad-
ministrative arrangement. Annexed to this re-
port is the report required by section 233(e)(1)
of the Social Security Act on the number of in-
dividuals affected by the Agreement and the
effect of the Agreement on the estimated in-
come and expenditures of the U.S. Social Se-
curity program. The Department of State and
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the Social Security Administration have recom-
mended the U.S.-Swiss Agreement and related
documents to me.

I commend the U.S.-Swiss Agreement on
Social Security and related documents.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
December 9, 2013.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for Former President Nelson R. Mandela of
South Africa in Johannesburg, South Africa
December 10, 2013

Thank you. To Graça Machel and the Man-
dela family; to President Zuma and members
of the Government; to heads of states and gov-
ernment, past and present; distinguished
guests: It is a singular honor to be with you to-
day, to celebrate a life like no other. To the
people of South Africa—people of every race
and walk of life—the world thanks you for
sharing Nelson Mandela with us. His struggle
was your struggle. His triumph was your tri-
umph. Your dignity and your hope found ex-
pression in his life. And your freedom, your de-
mocracy, is his cherished legacy.

It is hard to eulogize any man, to capture in
words not just the facts and the dates that
make a life, but the essential truth of a person:
their private joys and sorrows; the quiet mo-
ments and unique qualities that illuminate
someone’s soul. How much harder to do so for
a giant of history, who moved a nation toward
justice and, in the process, moved billions
around the world.

Born during World War I, far from the cor-
ridors of power, a boy raised herding cattle and
tutored by the elders of his Thembu tribe,
Madiba would emerge as the last great libera-
tor of the 20th century. Like Gandhi, he would
lead a resistance movement, a movement that
at its start had little prospect for success. Like
Dr. King, he would give potent voice to the
claims of the oppressed and the moral necessi-
ty of racial justice. He would endure a brutal
imprisonment that began in the time of Ken-
nedy and Khrushchev and reached the final
days of the cold war. Emerging from prison,
without the force of arms, he would—like
Abraham Lincoln—hold his country together
when it threatened to break apart. And like

America’s Founding Fathers, he would erect a
constitutional order to preserve freedom for
future generations: a commitment to democra-
cy and rule of law ratified not only by his elec-
tion, but by his willingness to step down from
power after only one term.

Given the sweep of his life, the scope of his
accomplishments, the adoration that he so
rightly earned, it’s tempting, I think, to re-
member Nelson Mandela as an icon, smiling
and serene, detached from the tawdry affairs of
lesser men. But Madiba himself strongly resist-
ed such a lifeless portrait. Instead, Madiba in-
sisted on sharing with us his doubts and his
fears, his miscalculations along with his victo-
ries. “I am not a saint,” he said, “unless you
think of a saint as a sinner who keeps on try-
ing.”

It was precisely because he could admit to
imperfection—because he could be so full of
good humor, even mischief, despite the heavy
burdens that he carried—that we loved him so.
He was not a bust made of marble, he was a
man of flesh and blood: a son and a husband, a
father and a friend. And that’s why we learned
so much from him, and that’s why we can learn
from him still. For nothing he achieved was in-
evitable. In the arc of his life, we see a man
who earned his place in history through strug-
gle and shrewdness and persistence and faith.
He tells us what is possible not just in the pag-
es of history books, but in our own lives as well.

Mandela showed us the power of action, of
taking risks on behalf of our ideals. Perhaps
Mandela was right that he inherited, “a proud
rebelliousness, a stubborn sense of fairness”
from his father. And we know he shared with
millions of Black and colored South Africans
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