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are certainly lucky that he ended up here. And
the hard-working folks he’s met and the music
that he’s heard across our Nation come
through in every note and every lyric that he’s
written. For an artist whose songs are sung
around the world, but which are thoroughly,
wonderfully American, we honor Billy Joel.

So Martina Arroyo, Herbie Hancock, Carlos
Santana, Shirley MacLaine, Billy Joel: Each of
our brilliant honorees has given us something
unique and enriched us beyond measure, as in-
dividuals and as a nation. Together they bring
us closer to President Kennedy’s vision of the

arts as a great humanizing and truth-telling ex-
perience. Their triumphs have lifted our spirits
and lifted our Nation and left us a better and
richer place. And for that we will always be
grateful. So we thank you all.

God bless you, and please join me in salut-
ing one more time our remarkable 2013 Ken-
nedy Center Honorees.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:20 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to musician Joni Mitchell;
and actor Meryl Streep.

Statement on the Multilateral Trade Agreement Reached at the World
Trade Organization’s Ministerial Meeting in Bali, Indonesia

December 8, 2013

I am pleased to welcome the announcement
from Bali, Indonesia, of the first fully multilat-
eral trade agreement in the 20-year history of
the World Trade Organization.

This new deal, and particularly the new
trade facilitation agreement, will eliminate
redtape and bureaucratic delay for goods
shipped around the globe. Small businesses
will be among the biggest winners, since they
encounter the greatest difficulties in navigating
the current system. By some estimates, the

global economic value of the new WTO deal
could be worth hundreds of billions of dollars.

The WTO’s Bali agreement also represents
the rejuvenation of the multilateral trading sys-
tem that supports millions of American jobs
and offers a forum for the robust enforcement
of America’s trade rights. As such, we are
proud of the United States leadership role in
reaching this accord and congratulate WTO
Director-General Roberto Carvalho de Azevé-
do and our fellow WTO members on this
achievement.

Statement on the United States Auto Industry

December 9, 2013

When 1 took office, the American auto in-
dustry—the heartbeat of American manufac-
turing—was on the verge of collapse. Two of
the Big Three, GM and Chrysler, were on the
brink of failure, threatening to take suppliers,
distributors, and entire communities down
with them. In the midst of what was already
the worst recession since the Great Depres—
sion, another 1 million Americans were in dan-
ger of losing their jobs.

As President, I refused to let that happen. I
refused to walk away from American workers
and an iconic American industry. But in ex-
change for rescuing and retooling GM and
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Chrysler with taxpayer dollars, we demanded
responsibility and results. In 2011, we marked
the end of an important chapter as Chrysler re-
paid every dime and more of what it owed the
American taxpayers from the investment we
made under my administration’s watch. Today
we're closing the book by selling the remaining
shares of the Federal Government’s invest-
ment in General Motors. GM has now repaid
every taxpayer dollar my administration com-
mitted to its rescue, plus billions invested by
the previous administration.

Less than 5 years later, each of the Big
Three automakers is now strong enough to



stand on its own. They’re profitable for the first
time in nearly a decade. The industry has add-
ed more than 372,000 new jobs, its strongest
growth since the 1990s. Thanks to the workers
on our assembly lines, some of the most high-
tech, fuel-efficient cars in the world are once
again designed, engineered, and built right
here in America, and the rest of the world is
buying more of them than ever before.

When things looked darkest for our most
iconic industry, we bet on what was true: the
ingenuity and resilience of the proud, hard-
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working men and women who make this coun-
try strong. Today that bet has paid off. The
American auto industry is back.

For our autoworkers and the communi-
ties that depend on them, the road we've
taken these past 5 years has been a long and
difficult one. But it’s one we’ve traveled to-
gether. And as long as there’s more work to
do to restore opportunity and broad-based
growth for all Americans, that's what we’ll
keep doing to reach the brighter days
ahead.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Switzerland-United States Social

Security Agreement
December 9, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to section 233(e)(1) of the Social
Security Act, as amended by the Social Securi-
ty Amendments of 1977 (Public Law 95-216,
42 U.S.C. 433(e)(1)), I transmit herewith an
Agreement on Social Security between the
United States of America and the Swiss Con-
federation, signed at Bern on December 3,
2012, (the “U.S.-Swiss Agreement”). The
Agreement consists of two instruments: a prin-
cipal agreement and an administrative arrange-
ment, and upon entry into force, will replace:
the Agreement between the United States of
America and the Swiss Confederation on So-
cial Security with final protocol, signed July 18,
1979; the Administrative Agreement between
the United States of America and the Swiss
Confederation for the Implementation of the
Agreement on Social Security of July 18, 1979,
signed December 20, 1979; and the Supple-
mentary Agreement between the two Con-
tracting States, signed June 1, 1988.

The U.S.-Swiss Agreement is similar in ob-
jective to the social security agreements al-
ready in force with most of the European
Union member states, Australia, Canada,
Chile, Japan, Norway, and the Republic of Ko-
rea. Such bilateral agreements provide for lim-
ited coordination between the United States
and foreign social security systems to eliminate

dual social security coverage and taxation and
to help prevent the lost benefit protection that
can occur when workers divide their careers
between two countries. The principal updates
encompassed in the Agreement include
amendments to rules for entitlement to Swiss
disability pensions paid to ensure equality of
treatments between U.S. and Swiss nationals,
updates to personal information confidentiality
provisions, and modifications necessary to take
into account changes in U.S. and Swiss laws
since 1988.

The U.S.-Swiss Agreement contains all pro-
visions mandated by section 233 of the Social
Security Act and other provisions that I deem
appropriate to carry out the purposes of sec-
tion 233, pursuant to section 233(c)(4) of the
Social Security Act.

I also transmit, for the information of the
Congress, a report prepared by the Social Se-
curity Administration explaining the key points
of the U.S.-Swiss Agreement, along with a
paragraph-by-paragraph explanation of the
provisions of the principal agreement and ad-
ministrative arrangement. Annexed to this re-
port is the report required by section 233(e)(1)
of the Social Security Act on the number of in-
dividuals affected by the Agreement and the
effect of the Agreement on the estimated in-
come and expenditures of the U.S. Social Se-
curity program. The Department of State and
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