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some young people here, and they look like
they're doing pretty good. [Laughter] Al-
though, they may be bored by me making too
long a speech. [Laughter]

Thank you very much, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:28 p.m. in the
South Court Auditorium of the Dwight D. Eisen-
hower Executive Office Building. In his remarks,
he referred to Misa Gonzales, English teacher,
Desert View High School in Tucson, AZ.

Statement on Signing the HIV Organ Policy Equity Act

November 21, 2013

Earlier today I signed into law the HIV Or-
gan Policy Equity (HOPE) Act, a bipartisan
piece of legislation that allows scientists to car-
ry out research into organ donations from one
person with HIV to another. For decades,
these organ transplants have been illegal. It
was even illegal to study whether they could be
safe and effective. But as our understanding of
HIV and effective treatments have grown, that
policy has become outdated. The potential for
successful organ transplants between people
living with HIV has become more of a possibil-
ity. The HOPE Act lifts the research ban, and

in time, it could lead to live-saving organ dona-
tions for people living with HIV while ensuring
the safety of the organ transplant process and
strengthening the national supply of organs for
all who need them.

Improving care for people living with HIV is
critical to fighting the epidemic, and it’s a key
goal of my National HIV/AIDS Strategy. The
HOPE Act marks an important step in the right
direction, and I thank Congress for their action.

NOTE: S. 330, approved November 21, was as-
signed Public Law No. 113-51.

Statement on the Upcoming State Visit of President Frangois Hollande of

France
November 22, 2013

Michelle and I look forward to welcoming
President Hollande and Valérie Trierweiler
on a state visit to the United States, to include
a state dinner at the White House on Febru-
ary 11, 2014. The United States and France
are close friends and allies, including through
NATO, and our countries have worked to-
gether to support democracy, liberty, and

freedom at home and abroad for more than
two centuries. During the visit, we will dis-
cuss opportunities to further strengthen the
U.S.-France security and economic partner-

ship.

NOTE: The statement referred to Valérie Tri-
erweiler, partner of President Hollande.

Joint Statement by President Obama and King Mohammed VI of Morocco

November 22, 2013

In their meeting today at the White House,
President Obama and His Majesty King Mo-
hammed VI reaffirmed the strong and mutually
beneficial partnership and strategic alliance be-
tween the United States and the Kingdom of
Morocco. The two leaders stressed that this im-
portant visit provides an opportunity to map out
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anew and ambitious plan for the strategic part-
nership and pledged to advance our shared pri-
orities of a secure, stable, and prosperous
Maghreb, Africa, and Middle East. The two
leaders also emphasized our shared values, mu-
tual trust, common interests, and strong friend-
ship, as reflected throughout our partnership.
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Support for Democratic and Economic Re-
forms

The President commended the action and
the leadership of His Majesty the King in
deepening democracy and promoting econom-
ic progress and human development during
the past decade. The President and His Majes-
ty the King reaffirmed their commitment to
work together to realize the promise of Moroc-
co’s 2011 constitution and explore ways in
which the United States can help strengthen
Morocco’s democratic institutions, civil soci-
ety, and inclusive governance. The President
welcomed the King’s commitment to end the
practice of military trials of civilians. The two
leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the
UN human rights system and its important role
in protecting and promoting human rights and
fundamental freedoms, and committed to
deepening the ongoing U.S.-Morocco dialogue
on human rights, which has been a productive
and valuable mechanism for the exchange of
views and information. Noting their shared
concern about migrants, refugees, and human
trafficking issues worldwide, the President ex-
pressed support for Morocco’s initiative to re-
form its asylum and immigration system based
on recommendations from Morocco’s National
Human Rights Commission. The President
welcomed Morocco’s intent to take concrete
steps to qualify for and join the Open Govern-
ment Partnership and to realize the vision of
the Equal Futures Partnership by ensuring
women fully participate in public life, and that
they lead and benefit from inclusive economic
growth.

Economic and Security Cooperation

The two leaders emphasized that the United
States and Morocco are dedicated to working
together to promote human and economic de-
velopment in Morocco. They noted the suc-
cessful conclusion, in September 2013, of Mo-
rocco’s first Millennium Challenge Compact,
and the Compact’s positive impact on job cre-
ation, economic growth, and human develop-
ment throughout Morocco. The President
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highlighted the U.S. Agency for International
Development’s new development strategy for
2013-2017, designed to help the Moroccan
government achieve its reform goals and re-
spond to the needs of Moroccan citizens. This
strategy focuses on: enhancing the employabil-
ity of youth; increasing civic participation in
governance; and enhancing educational attain-
ment for children at the primary level.

They noted that the two countries signed a
Customs Mutual Assistance Agreement on No-
vember 21, 2013 to expand bilateral coopera-
tion on the detection of money laundering,
trade fraud, and other financial crime. Addi-
tionally, on November 21, 2013 the United
States and Morocco signed a Trade Facilitation
Agreement that furthers the U.S.-Morocco
Free Trade Agreement and represents a for-
ward-leaning, 21st century agreement on cus-
toms reform and modernization. Morocco is
our first partner in the region to conclude such
an agreement, as well as to endorse joint prin-
ciples on investment and information commu-
nication technology services trade. These im-
portant initiatives reflect our common commit-
ment to building stronger economic ties with
and among the region.

The President and His Majesty the King rec-
ognized the importance of Morocco as a trade
and investment platform for North Africa and
Sub-Saharan Africa and the benefits of main-
taining an attractive business climate for invest-
ment in Morocco. Building on the December
2012 U.S.-Morocco Business Development
Conference in Washington, DC, the King not-
ed that planning is underway for a second such
Conference to be held in Rabat in 2014. The
2014 Business Development Conference aims
to build on business-to-business contacts in avi-
ation, the agriculture and food industry, and
energy to expand trade and promote invest-
ment, as well as regional economic integration.
The President expressed appreciation to the
King for offering to host the 2014 Global En-
trepreneurship Summit, and both leaders high-
lighted the importance of fostering broad-
based economic opportunity in the region, par-
ticularly for young people and women.

1291



Nov. 22 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

Educational and Cultural Cooperation

Applauding their people-to-people ties, the
President and His Majesty the King are com-
mitted to exploring further cooperation to pro-
mote mutual understanding and interfaith dia-
logue in Morocco and throughout the region.
They reiterated their commitment to enhance
and diversify exchange programs that include
the Moroccan American Commission for Edu-
cational and Cultural Exchange. The President
and His Majesty the King underscored the im-
portance of early ratification and implementa-
tion of the agreement between the two coun-
tries on the registration and status of the system
of American schools in Morocco. Both leaders
committed to strengthening ties and increasing
mutual understanding between Moroccan and
American youth. The President commended
His Majesty the King for graciously committing
to donate $1 million per year over the next 5
years to the J. Christopher Stevens Virtual Ex-
change Initiative, which hopes to connect youth
from all different age groups in the Middle East
and North Africa with youth in the United
States through virtual exchange.

The Issue of the Western Sahara

The President pledged to continue to sup-
port efforts to find a peaceful, sustainable, mu-
tually agreed-upon solution to the Western Sa-
hara question. U.S. policy toward the Western
Sahara has remained consistent for many years.
The United States has made clear that Moroc-
co’s autonomy plan is serious, realistic, and
credible, and that it represents a potential ap-
proach that could satisfy the aspirations of the
people in the Western Sahara to run their own
affairs in peace and dignity. We continue to
support the negotiations carried out by the
United Nations, including the work of the UN
Secretary-General’s Personal Envoy Ambassa-
dor Christopher Ross, and urge the parties to
work toward a resolution. The two leaders af-
firmed their shared commitment to the im-
provement of the lives of the people of the
Western Sahara and agreed to work together to
continue to protect and promote human rights
in the territory.
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Regional Security and Counterterrorism Coop-
eration

The leaders noted their partnership on the
United Nations Security Council over the past
two years in the advancement of international
peace and security, including in Mali, the Sa-
hel, Syria, Libya, and the Middle East. They
reaffirmed their commitment to continue to
deepen civilian and military cooperation in the
areas of non-proliferation and counter-terror-
ism. To address their deep concern for the
continuing threat posed by terrorism, the Unit-
ed States and Morocco intend to continue co-
operation to bolster democratic criminal jus-
tice institutions and to counter the threat of vi-
olent extremism in the region. The leaders also
reinforced their commitment to regional coop-
eration initiatives.

The leaders are committed to continuing
close cooperation in the Global Counterterror-
ism Forum and to work to strengthen regional
political, economic, and security ties across
North Africa and the Sahel, including through
a reinvigorated Arab Maghreb Union and oth-
er regional forums.

The President encouraged Morocco to join
the United States in founding the International
Institute of Justice and the Rule of Law in Mal-
ta, which intends to train a new generation of
criminal justice officials across North, West,
and East Africa on how to address counterter-
rorism and related security challenges through
a rule of law framework.

Africa

His Majesty the King thanked the President
for the importance given to the promotion of
social development and economic prosperity
within Africa. The President acknowledged
His Majesty the King’s leadership and the ac-
tions carried out by Morocco in the field of
peace keeping, conflict prevention, human de-
velopment, and the preservation of cultural
and religious identity.

In this context, both countries committed to
explore joint initiatives to promote human de-
velopment and stability through food security,
access to energy, and the promotion of trade



based on the existing Free Trade Agreement.
The two Heads of State were pleased to note
their common assessment of the critical role of
human and economic development in promot-
ing stability and security on the African conti-
nent, and committed to explore in greater de-
tail concrete options for pragmatic, inclusive
cooperation around economic and develop-
ment issues of mutual interest.

Middle East Peace

His Majesty commended the continuous
commitment of the President and the efforts of
the Secretary of State to advance Middle East
peace. The President acknowledged the contri-
bution of His Majesty, Chairman of the Al
Quds committee, to the efforts aiming to
achieve a two state solution.

Conclusion

The President and His Majesty the King
closed the meeting by emphasizing their shared

The President’'s Weekly Address
November 23, 2013

Hi, everybody. Over the past couple of
months, most of the political headlines you've
read have probably been about the Govern-
ment shutdown and the launch of the Afford-
able Care Act. And I know that many of you
have rightly never been more frustrated with
Washington. But if you look beyond those
headlines, there are some good things happen-
ing in our economy. And that’s been my top
priority since the day I walked into the Oval
Office.

After decades in which the middle class was
working harder and harder just to keep up, and
a punishing recession that made it worse, we
made the tough choices required not just to re-
cover from the crisis, but to rebuild on a new
foundation for stronger, more durable eco-
nomic growth. Five years later, we've fought
our way back. Our businesses have created 7.8
million new jobs in the past 44 months. Anoth-
er 200,000 Americans went back to work last
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commitment to the special and longstanding
relationship between the United States and the
Kingdom of Morocco, which in 1777 became
the first nation to recognize the independence
of the United States. President Obama and
King Mohammed VI reaffirmed their commit-
ment to stay in close contact and to continue on
a path of increased cooperation that will
strengthen the United States-Morocco strategic
partnership, including the next meeting of the
U.S.-Morocco Strategic Dialogue in Rabat.
They each intend to designate a senior official
to lead the implementation of the commit-
ments made today, and the President thanked
His Majesty the King for his invitation to visit
Morocco. Today’s meeting demonstrates that
the interests of the United States and Morocco
continue to converge, and that this historic
partnership, which began in the 18th century,
continues to thrive well into the 21th century.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

month. The American auto industry has come
roaring back with more than 350,000 new jobs,
jobs churning out and selling the high-tech, fu-
el-efficient cars the world wants to buy. And
they're leading the charge in a manufacturing
sector that has added jobs for the first time
since the 1990s, a big reason why our business-
es sell more goods and services made in Amer-
ica than ever before.

We decided to reverse our addiction to for-
eign oil. And today, we generate more renew-
able energy than ever, more natural gas than
anybody, and for the first time in nearly 20
years, America now produces more oil than we
buy from other countries.

We decided to fix a broken health care sys-
tem. And even though the rollout of the mar-
ketplace where you can buy affordable plans
has been rough, so far about 500,000 Ameri-
cans are poised to gain health coverage starting
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