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port and medical care, and provide a platform
for helicopters to move supplies to remote ar-
eas.

Recovering from one of the strongest storms
ever recorded will take years. But the strength,
resilience, and faith of the Filipino people are
legendary and the areas affected by this storm
are some of the same places where Americans

and Filipinos sacrificed together to liberate the
Philippines during World War II. Today our
message to our Filipino allies is that we stand
with you once more. In the difficult days
ahead, we’ll do our part to help you recover.
And as you rebuild from this terrible storm,
you will continue to have a friend and partner
in the United States of America.

Statement on Signing the School Access to Emergency Epinephrine Act
November 13, 2013

I just want to thank all of the outstanding
legislators who are here and advocates. This is
something that will save children’s lives. Some
people may know that Malia actually has a pea-
nut allergy. She doesn’t have asthma, but obvi-
ously, making sure that EpiPens are available in
case of emergency in schools is something that
every parent can understand. And thanks to the

bipartisan work of the folks behind us and the
advocacy communities that have been pushing
this so hard, we’re going to be giving States a lot
more incentives to make sure that that hap-
pens. So I want to congratulate all of you.

NOTE: H.R. 2094, approved November 13, was
assigned Public Law No. 113–48.

The President’s News Conference
November 14, 2013

The President. Good morning, everybody.
Good afternoon. Today I want to update the
American people on our efforts to implement
and improve the Affordable Care Act, and I’ll
take a couple of your questions. But before I
do, I just want to say a few words about the
tragedy that’s unfolded in the Philippines.

Over the past few days, I think all of us have
been shaken by the images of the devastation
wrought by Typhoon Haiyan. It’s a heartbreak-
ing reminder of how fragile life is, and among
the dead are several Americans. So our prayers
are with the Filipino people and with Filipino
Americans across our country who are anxious
about their family and friends back home.

One of our core principles is, when friends
are in trouble, America helps. As I told Presi-
dent Aquino earlier this week, the United
States will continue to offer whatever assis-
tance we can. Our military personnel and
USAID team do this better than anybody in
the world, and they’ve been already on the
ground working tirelessly to deliver food, wa-
ter, medicine, shelter, and to help with airlift.

Today the aircraft carrier USS George Wash-
ington and other ships arrived to help with
search and rescue, as well as supplies, medical
care, and logistical support. And more help is
on the way.

America’s strength, of course, has always
been more than just about what our Govern-
ment can do, it’s also about what our citizens can
do. It’s about the big-heartedness of the Ameri-
can people when they see other folks in trouble.
So today I would encourage everybody who
wants to help, to visit whitehouse.gov/typhoon—
that’s whitehouse.gov/typhoon—and that will of-
fer you links to organizations that are working on
the ground and ways that you can support their
efforts. Our friends in the Philippines will face a
long, hard road ahead, but they’ll continue to
have a friend and partner in the United States of
America.

Now, switching gears, it has now been 6
weeks since the Affordable Care Act’s new
marketplaces opened for business. I think it’s
fair to say that the rollout has been rough so
far. And I think everybody understands that
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