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former President George W. Bush; Gov. John
R. Kasich of Ohio; Gov. Brian E. Sandoval of

Nevada; and Gov. Janice K. Brewer of Arizo-
na.

Statement on the Resignation of Heather R. Zichal as Deputy Assistant to
the President for Energy and Climate Change
November 8, 2013

For more than 5 years, I have been fortu-
nate to have Heather Zichal as a trusted advis-
er. She crafted my energy and climate change
agenda in the 2008 campaign, then again on
my Presidential transition, and as my top ener-
gy and climate adviser at the White House, she
has been a strong and steady voice for policies
that reduce America’s dependence on foreign
oil, protect public health and our environment,
and combat the threat of global climate
change. 

Heather has overseen some of our biggest
achievements in energy and climate change,
including establishing historic new fuel econo-

my standards that save consumers money, re-
ducing mercury pollution from power plants to
keep our kids safe, supporting the growth of
homegrown clean energy that creates good
new jobs, and enacting my Climate Action Plan
that will help us leave a safer planet for our
children. Above all, Heather’s efforts have
proven that strengthening America’s energy
security does not have to be a choice between
economic growth or good environmental stew-
ardship, it can mean both. I am grateful for
Heather’s service, and I wish her the best in
her next endeavors.

Statement on the 75th Anniversary of Kristallnacht
November 8, 2013

I join millions of people in the United States
and around the world in marking the 75th an-
niversary of the tragedy of Kristallnacht, “the
Night of Broken Glass.” On November 9 and
10, 1938, Nazi paramilitaries marched under
the cover of darkness throughout the towns
and villages of Germany and Austria smashing
Jewish storefronts, arresting Jewish men en
masse, ransacking Jewish homes, burning
books, and littering the streets with the parch-
ment of sacred Judaic texts. Throughout the 2-
day wave of violence, hundreds of synagogues
and thousands of businesses owned by Jews
were destroyed or damaged. At least 91 Jews

were killed, while another 30,000 were sent to
concentration camps.

Kristallnacht foreshadowed the systematic
slaughter of 6 million Jews and millions of other
innocent victims. Seventy-five years later,
Kristallnacht now signifies the tragic consequenc-
es of silence in the face of unmitigated hatred.

As we mark this anniversary, let us act in
keeping with the lessons of that dark night by
speaking out against anti-Semitism and intoler-
ance, standing up to indifference, and recom-
mitting ourselves to combating prejudice and
persecution wherever it exists. In so doing, we
honor the memories of those killed and reaf-
firm that timeless call: “Never again.” 

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in
Pinecrest, Florida
November 8, 2013

Wow, if Jorge wasn’t so good at business, we
might have to run him for something—[laugh-

ter]—because I was inspired just listening to
him. To Jorge and Aleyda and the entire Mas
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family, thank you so much for the incredible
hospitality in this beautiful setting and to all of
you who are here.

Everything that Jorge said is true, and I re-
member as if it was yesterday, although, we
noted that both of us have gotten a little grayer
since the first time we met. [Laughter] When I
first met Jorge, I was obviously the underdog
in a Presidential campaign. And I had taken a
deep interest in Florida and a deep interest in
Cuban politics. But the truth is, I hadn’t had
occasion to campaign a lot in Florida, with the
exception of making sure that Florida reelect-
ed one of the finest Senators we have in this
country, Bill Nelson, who is here tonight.

But one of the things I was confident about
was, given my history and concern on issues of
freedom, democracy, civil society, my own
background as a grassroots organizer, that the
policies that the United States pursued would
be ones that would focus on the idea of liberty
and how do we build that from the bottom up.
And Jorge immediately was able to share with
me his vision and his views. And as a conse-
quence, we were in a position, I think, to make
changes that empowered, that opened the pos-
sibility of greater penetration and contact from
Cuban families here in remittances and in trav-
el.

And we’ve started to see changes on the is-
land. Now, I think we all understand that, ulti-
mately, freedom in Cuba will come because of
extraordinary activists and the incredible cour-
age of folks like we see here today. But the
United States can help, and we have to be cre-
ative, and we have to be thoughtful. And we
have to continue to update our policies. Keep
in mind that when Castro came to power, I was
just born. So the notion that the same policies
that we put in place in 1961 would somehow
still be as effective as they are today in the age
of the Internet and Google and world travel
doesn’t make sense.

And I think that partly because we’re of the
same generation, we recognize that the aims
are always going to be the same. And what we
have to do is to continually find new mecha-
nisms and new tools to speak out on behalf of
the issues that we care so deeply about.

Now, as Jorge mentioned, he is also a great
businessman. And his family has a great tradi-
tion of business in this country. And the energy
sector is one that is an enormous advantage for
the United States. We’re starting to see chang-
es in geopolitics, in part because of the incredi-
ble production of both traditional energy
sources and new energy sources. It’s interest-
ing. I was having a meeting with the Central
American leaders when I was in Costa Rica.
And the single thing they wanted to talk most
about was energy and how could the United
States help them on their energy costs. And
that gives you a sense of why the kind of smart
public policies combined with outstanding en-
trepreneurs and business leaders like Jorge can
make an enormous difference in our position
in the world over the long term.

Now, I wish that I could say that Washing-
ton always runs on the basis of common sense.
But Washington is a political place. And what
we’ve seen over the last several years is a con-
stant ratcheting up of partisanship that pre-
vents us from moving forward on things that, I
think, most people would say aren’t Democrat
or Republican ideas. They’re just good, com-
monsense, American ideas. Energy indepen-
dence is one of them; making sure that we’re
investing in the best schools so that our chil-
dren can compete in this new global economy;
rebuilding our infrastructure, not just our en-
ergy infrastructure, but our ports and our roads
and our bridges and our air traffic control sys-
tems so that we stay on the cutting edge; mak-
ing sure we’re investing in research and devel-
opment. Those are all things that are critically
important and should not be the subject of ide-
ological debates.

Unfortunately, what we’ve seen is, again and
again, those efforts blocked. And in fact, some-
times, what we’ve seen is, Washington hurt our
economy instead of helping, most recently with
the shutdown and the threat that for the first
time in over 200 years, America wouldn’t pay
its debts.

So we have a whole drawer full of good
ideas. And some of them I can do on my own,
administratively. But ultimately, I’ve got to
have a Congress that is prepared to move for-
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ward, to work on those issues where we agree,
even as we understand there are some issues
where we’re going to disagree. And that’s why
you being here tonight is so important.

One of my favorite people and one of the
finest public officials that we have in this coun-
try is here tonight: Michael Bennet. He is the
Senator from Colorado. And Michael has the
thankless job of traveling all around the coun-
try and raising money and recruiting candi-
dates on behalf of the Democratic Senate
Committee. And I have to tell you that when
Michael and I—we traveled down to Dallas to-
gether just a couple of days ago—we both sat
there, and we agreed that the horizon and the
possibilities are limitless for the United States
in this next generation.

We are better positioned than any country
on Earth to succeed in the 21st century, just
like we were in the 20th century. But the only
way it’s going to happen is if we solve some of
the political dysfunction that exists in Washing-
ton. And that’s where you come in, because we
can’t make it happen without you. And that’s
why I’m so grateful to Jorge for the support
that he has provided.

I’ll give you just one specific example to in-
dicate what can happen if we focus not on the
next election, but we focus on the next genera-
tion. We’ve been talking about immigration re-
form for decades now. Almost a decade ago,
my predecessor, George W. Bush, said that
comprehensive immigration reform that would
strengthen our borders, improve our legal im-
migration system, and do something about
those who are here on an undocumented basis,
that that would be good for the economy. And
it was embraced by a large number of Republi-
cans as well as Democrats.

We have seen the Senate most recently—
Michael Bennet was part of a group, bipartisan
group, that helped to pass a comprehensive bill
that we know would add over a trillion dollars
of economic growth to our country, would re-
duce our deficit by $800 million, is supported
by law enforcement, clergy, business, immigra-
tion rights activists. And right now it’s being
held up. It’s being held up not because it’s not
a good idea. The majority of the American peo-

ple support it. It’s being held up because
there’s a small faction in the other party that
has decided we don’t want to do anything and
our main goal is obstruction.

The only way we can continue to place pres-
sure to get that bill done is by making sure that
the other side, or at least that small faction on
the other side, understands there’s a price to
pay when you don’t act on the basis of the in-
terests of the American people. And so that’s
something that I hope we can still get done by
the end of this year.

And by the way, if the Republicans decided
to pass it—and nobody would be happier than
me, even though it would be to their political
advantage to do it, because ultimately, I’ve run
my last election. And along with the gray hair,
what comes with being President is that you
take the long view and you start thinking about
10 years from now or 20 years from now or 30
years from now.

And when I’m, hopefully, playing with some
grandkids, but not too soon—[laughter]—be-
cause Malia and Sasha are only 15 and 12, I
want to know that what I did made the world a
better place for them. I want them to know
that because of the decisions we made now,
we’re more energy independent and that we’re
improving our environment. I want them to
know that not just they and their friends got a
great education, but children all across Ameri-
ca got a great education. I want them to know
that the same liberty and freedom that they en-
joy here is enjoyed in other parts of the world,
including Cuba.

That’s what motivates me. That’s what gets
me up every day. I want to make sure that I’m
delivering for them. And I know Jorge feels the
same way. And I know all of you feel the same
way. That’s what we’re fighting for. That’s what
this is about.

And so I know that sometimes politics seems
messy and ugly. And sometimes, it can be dis-
couraging. And the path of progress typically
involves two steps forward and then one step
back. And it doesn’t always move in a straight
line. That’s true for those who are still fighting
for their freedom. That’s true for those who al-
ready enjoy their freedom. But what I’m
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confident about is, if we stay persistent and we
keep our eye on the prize, that we’ll get to
where we need to go.

And I’m just grateful to all of you for joining
us in this process. And I want you to know that
if we’ve got Senators like Bill Nelson in our
Senate and Michael Bennet in our Senate,
then that’s going to help me deliver on the
promises that I’ve made.

So thank you very much, everybody. God
bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. at the
residence of Jorge Mas Santos and Aleyda
Mas. In his remarks, he referred to former
President Fidel Castro Ruz of Cuba. Audio
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Fundraiser in
Pinecrest
November 8, 2013

The President. Thank you, everybody. Well,
I told Leslie we should all just jump in the
pool. [Laughter] But she thought that might
not be appropriate. I just want to say to Leslie
and her remarkable children, thank you so
much for the hospitality and the support.

Two other people I want to acknowledge:
first of all, your Senator, one of the finest pub-
lic servants we know, Mr. Bill Nelson. By the
way, Bill, did you see “Gravity”?

Senator C. William Nelson. It is terrific.
The President. It is terrific. But I need to get

a sense of what astronauts think about it. I al-
ways told Bill that I was mildly impressed that
he was a U.S. Senator, much more impressed
that he was an astronaut—[laughter]—and just
a great public servant. The other person I want
to make sure I acknowledge is somebody who
has the thankless job of recruiting great candi-
dates and helping to make sure that we main-
tain a democratic majority in the Senate. He is
a wonderful friend and somebody—by the
way, Leslie—who used to be superintendent of
schools and transformed the Denver school
system. That’s how I first met and knew him.
He is a wonderful man, Mr. Michael Bennet.

So I’m going to keep the remarks very brief
because I just want to spend most of the time
interacting, getting questions and suggestions.
We’ve gone through enormous challenges over
the last 4 or 5 years: the worst recession since
the Great Depression, oil leaks in the Gulf,
transformative changes taking place through-
out the Middle East, challenges around how

we build an economy that works for everybody,
the need to transform our education system,
the challenges of climate change. And as a con-
sequence, I think sometimes people are wor-
ried about what’s the future for our kids going
to be like. Are we going to be able to pass on to
them the same incredible opportunities that a
lot of us enjoyed as we were coming up?

And the main message I want to deliver to
everybody is, I have never been more optimis-
tic about America’s possibilities for the future.
The 21st century is one in which our wheel-
house, our skillset is perfectly adapted. In a
global, interconnected world, we’re the most
innovative people on Earth. We’ve got the
most entrepreneurial spirit of anybody on
Earth. We’ve got incredible natural resources
and energy. We have the best universities on
Earth, a community college system that is un-
derappreciated in terms of how we can train
and create new skills for folks, the best workers
in the world.

We’ve got a lot of stuff going for us. Lately,
the one thing that’s been holding us back is our
Government and the seeming incapacity for
people to come together and move forward on
commonsense solutions. We’ve seen recent ex-
amples of that. Just as the economy keeps on
trying to get traction, we have threats of shut-
down and then shutdown and then threats of
default, all of which dampens business enthusi-
asm and retards our ability to create more good
jobs.
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