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NOTE: The President spoke at 7:53 p.m. at the
residence of Russell W. and Dorothy A. Budd.

Audio was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Statement on Senate Passage of Legislation To Prevent Employment
Discrimination Against Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender Persons
November 7, 2013

For more than two centuries, the story of
our Nation has been the story of more citizens
realizing the rights and freedoms that are our
birthright as Americans. Today a bipartisan
majority in the Senate took another important
step in this journey by passing the Employ-
ment Non-Discrimination Act, which would
help end the injustice of our fellow Americans
being denied a job or fired just because they
are lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. Just
as no one in the United States can lose their
job simply because of their race, gender, reli-
gion, or a disability, no one should ever lose
their job simply because of who they are or
who they love.

Today’s victory is a tribute to all those who
fought for this progress ever since a similar bill
was introduced after the Stonewall riots more
than three decades ago. In particular, I thank
Majority Leader Reid, Chairman Harkin, Sen-
ators Merkley and Collins for their leadership,
and Senator Kirk for speaking so eloquently in

support of this legislation. Now it’s up to the
House of Representatives. This bill has the
overwhelming support of the American peo-
ple, including a majority of Republican voters,
as well as many corporations, small businesses,
and faith communities. They recognize that
our country will be more just and more pros-
perous when we harness the God-given talents
of every individual.

One party in one House of Congress should
not stand in the way of millions of Americans
who want to go to work each day and simply be
judged by the job they do. Now is the time to
end this kind of discrimination in the work-
place, not enable it. I urge the House Republi-
can leadership to bring this bill to the floor for
a vote and send it to my desk so I can sign it in-
to law. On that day, our Nation will take anoth-
er historic step toward fulfilling the founding
ideals that define us as Americans.

NOTE: The statement referred to S. 815.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Continuation of the National Emergency
With Respect to Weapons of Mass Destruction
November 7, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the
automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, within the 90-day period prior
to the anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Register
and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in ef-
fect beyond the anniversary date. In accor-
dance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed
notice, stating that the national emergency

with respect to the proliferation of weapons
of mass destruction that was declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 12938, as amended, is to con-
tinue in effect for 1 year beyond November
14, 2013.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.
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