
Nov. 1 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

1206

this ancient holiday both at the White House
and in India, and we wish all those celebrating

this weekend a happy Diwali and Saal
Mubarak.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the District of Columbia’s
Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Request
November 1, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to my constitutional authority and
as contemplated by section 446 of the District
of Columbia Self-Government and Govern-
mental Reorganization Act as amended in
1989, I am transmitting the District of Colum-
bia’s fiscal year (FY) 2014 Budget and Finan-
cial Plan. This transmittal does not represent
an endorsement of the contents of the D.C.
government’s requests.

The proposed FY 2014 Budget and Financial
Plan reflects the major programmatic objectives
of the Mayor and the Council of the District of
Columbia. For FY 2014, the District estimates
total revenues and expenditures of $12.2 billion.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this letter.

The President’s Weekly Address
November 2, 2013

Hi, everybody. On Thursday, I addressed a
conference for business leaders from around
the world. And my pitch was simple: Choose
America, invest in America, create jobs in
America. It speaks to my top priority as Presi-
dent: growing our economy, creating good
jobs, strengthening security and opportunity
for the middle class.

Over the past 3½ years, our businesses have
created over 7½ million new jobs. And this
week, the Treasury confirmed that since I took
office, we’ve cut our deficits by more than half.
But we have more work to do. We need to
grow and create more good jobs faster. That’s
my driving focus. And I’ll go anywhere and do
anything to make it happen.

That has to be Washington’s driving focus as
well. But I know that what you often hear out
of Washington can sound like Charlie Brown’s
teacher: a jumble of unfocused noise that’s out
of touch with the things you care about. So to-
day I want to cut through that noise and talk
plainly about what we should do right now to
keep growing this economy and creating new
jobs.

It begins by ending what has done more
than anything else to undermine our economy
over the past few years, and that’s the constant
cycle of manufactured crises and self-inflicted
wounds. I was glad to hear the Republican
leader in the Senate say this week that they
won’t pursue another Government shutdown
or threaten another default on our debt. Be-
cause we shouldn’t be injuring ourselves every
few months, we should be investing in our-
selves.

And one way to do that is through the bud-
get that Congress started working on this
week. Now, budgets can be a boring topic, es-
pecially on the weekend. But they can also be
revealing because they expose what our priori-
ties are as a country for everybody to see.

Think about it. We can keep wasteful corpo-
rate tax giveaways that working folks don’t get,
or we could close those loopholes and use that
money to pay for things that actually create
jobs. We can keep harmful cuts to education
programs or we could give more kids a Head
Start, hire more teachers in math and science
and help more kids afford a college education.
We can keep doling out corporate welfare to
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