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this ancient holiday both at the White House
and in India, and we wish all those celebrating

this weekend a happy Diwali and Saal
Mubarak.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the District of Columbia’s

Fiscal Year 2014 Budget Request
November 1, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Pursuant to my constitutional authority and
as contemplated by section 446 of the District
of Columbia Self-Government and Govern-
mental Reorganization Act as amended in
1989, I am transmitting the District of Colum-
bia’s fiscal year (FY) 2014 Budget and Finan-
cial Plan. This transmittal does not represent
an endorsement of the contents of the D.C.
government’s requests.

The President’s Weekly Address
November 2, 2013

Hi, everybody. On Thursday, I addressed a
conference for business leaders from around
the world. And my pitch was simple: Choose
America, invest in America, create jobs in
America. It speaks to my top priority as Presi-
dent: growing our economy, creating good
jobs, strengthening security and opportunity
for the middle class.

Over the past 3% years, our businesses have
created over 7' million new jobs. And this
week, the Treasury confirmed that since I took
office, we’ve cut our deficits by more than half.
But we have more work to do. We need to
grow and create more good jobs faster. That’s
my driving focus. And I'll go anywhere and do
anything to make it happen.

That has to be Washington’s driving focus as
well. But I know that what you often hear out
of Washington can sound like Charlie Brown’s
teacher: a jumble of unfocused noise that’s out
of touch with the things you care about. So to-
day I want to cut through that noise and talk
plainly about what we should do right now to
keep growing this economy and creating new

jobs.
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The proposed FY 2014 Budget and Financial
Plan reflects the major programmatic objectives
of the Mayor and the Council of the District of
Columbia. For FY 2014, the District estimates
total revenues and expenditures of $12.2 billion.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this letter.

It begins by ending what has done more
than anything else to undermine our economy
over the past few years, and that’s the constant
cycle of manufactured crises and self-inflicted
wounds. T was glad to hear the Republican
leader in the Senate say this week that they
won’t pursue another Government shutdown
or threaten another default on our debt. Be-
cause we shouldn’t be injuring ourselves every
few months, we should be investing in our-
selves.

And one way to do that is through the bud-
get that Congress started working on this
week. Now, budgets can be a boring topic, es-
pecially on the weekend. But they can also be
revealing because they expose what our priori-
ties are as a country for everybody to see.

Think about it. We can keep wasteful corpo-
rate tax giveaways that working folks don’t get,
or we could close those loopholes and use that
money to pay for things that actually create
jobs. We can keep harmful cuts to education
programs or we could give more kids a Head
Start, hire more teachers in math and science
and help more kids afford a college education.
We can keep doling out corporate welfare to



big oil companies or we could keep investing in
the renewable energy that creates jobs and
lowers our carbon pollution.

Priorities. Choices. That’s what this is about.
And the stakes for the middle class couldn’t be
higher. If we don’t pick the right priorities
now, make the right choices now, we could
hinder growth and opportunity for decades
and leave our children with something less.

That includes the obsession with cutting just
for the sake of cutting. That hasn’t helped our
economy grow, it’s held it back.

Remember, our deficits are getting smaller,
not bigger. On my watch, they're falling at the
fastest pace in 60 years. So that gives us room
to fix our long-term debt problems without
sticking it to young people or undermining our
bedrock retirement and health security pro-
grams or ending basic research that helps us
grow.

Here’s the bottom line. Congress should
pass a budget that cuts things we don’t need
and closes wasteful tax loopholes that don’t
help create jobs so that we can free up resourc-
es for the things that actually do create jobs
and growth.

Building new roads and bridges and schools
and airports, that creates jobs. Educating our
kids and our workers for a global economy,
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that helps us grow. Investing in science and
technology, research that keeps our businesses
and our military on the cutting edge, that’s vital
for our economic future.

So the question isn’t between growth and
fiscal responsibility. We need both. The ques-
tion can’t be how much more we can cut, it’s
got to be how many more jobs we can create,
how many more kids we can educate, and how
much more shared prosperity we can generate.

Because in America, our economy doesn’t
grow from the top down. It grows from the
middle class out. And as long as I am Presi-
dent, our national mission will remain building
an America where everyone belongs and ev-
eryone who works hard has a chance to get
ahead.

Thanks, everybody, and have a great week-
end.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:35 p.m. on November 1 in the Blue
Room at the White House for broadcast on
November 2. In the address, the President re-
ferred to Senate Minority Leader A. Mitchell
McConnell. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Novem-
ber 1, but was embargoed for release until 6
a.m. on November 2.

Remarks at a Campaign Rally for Gubernatorial Candidate Terence R.

McAuliffe in Arlington, Virginia
November 3, 2013

The President. Terry McAuliffe. Hey! Hello,
Washington-Lee! Hello, Virginial How are you
doing? Are you fired up?

Audience members. Yes!

The President. Are you ready to vote on
Tuesday?

Audience members. Yes!

The President. Well, it is good to be back in
Virginia with the next Governor of the great
Commonwealth of Virginia, Terry McAuliffe.

Now, let me just say, before I start saying
nice things about Terry—[laughter]—that, like
me, he married up. [Laughter] Those of you
who have had a chance to meet Dorothy know

that Terry clearly was very persistent, but
whatever he did, it worked. And as a conse-
quence, they've got unbelievable children who
are doing outstanding things on their own and
are also on the campaign trail. So please give it
up for the family because they make some big
sacrifices. And Dorothy is going to be a great
First Lady of the Commonwealth.

I want to thank Terry for the introduction.
Over the last few weeks, a lot of people have
been coming out and campaigning for Terry,
and T was tired of having other people have all
the fun—{laughter]—Bill Clinton and Kerry
Washington and all these folks. And I thought,
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