strong, and we are going to strengthen it be-
cause it only will allow us to fight terrorism.

And as the President said, we were in total
agreement when it comes to finding a peaceful
solution to the crisis in Syria, a solution
through dialogue. So we are very supportive of
Geneva II. We want the Syrian people to have
the right to self-determination and to choose
its leader. And also, we want a peaceful solu-
tion to the Iranian nuclear problem. We do
hope to avert nuclear wars in the region, and
we also want to avoid chemical—the use of
chemical weapons because we and the Syrians
suffered a lot from these weapons.

And we will continue with our good rela-
tions, bilateral relations, and with the strategic
framework agreement. We want them to be
strong, and we will continue working on that.

Thank you very much, Mr. President.

President Obama. Thank you, guys.
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Shooting at Los Angeles International Airport

Q. Mr. President, anything on the LAX
shooting? Any thoughts on the LAX shooting?

The President. Obviously, we’ve been moni-
toring, and we’re concerned about it. But T'll
let the law enforcement folks talk about it di-
rectly.

All right? Thank you, everybody. Thank you,
guys. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:03 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Bashar al-Asad
of Syria. Prime Minister Maliki referred to the
proposed Geneva II international conference
on the civil war and sectarian conflict in Syria.
Prime Minister Maliki spoke in Arabic, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement by President Obama and Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of

Iraq
November 1, 2013

In their meeting today at the White House,
President Obama and Prime Minister Nouri
al-Maliki reaffirmed the strategic partnership
between the United States and the Republic of
Iraq and pledged to advance common interests
to support a stable, secure, and prosperous
Iraq and Middle East. They also discussed
their shared commitment to enhance coopera-
tion under the Strategic Framework Agree-
ment (SFA).

The two leaders noted that it has been near-
ly two years since the final American troops de-
parted Iraq and the United States and Iraq en-
tered a new phase of their relationship, based
on mutual respect and a shared commitment
to build a strategic partnership between two
sovereign nations. They recalled the thousands
of Americans and Iragis who have given their
lives in our common fight against terrorism
and extremism in Iraq. The President and
Prime Minister renewed their determination
to honor the memory and sacrifice of those
killed by strengthening our joint long-term
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strategic partnership across the fields covered
by the SFA, including security, diplomacy,
trade, education, energy, culture, science, and
justice.

Following the President’s meeting with the
Prime Minister, Vice President Biden and
Prime Minister Maliki convened the Higher
Coordination Committee (HCC). This was the
fourth meeting of the HCC since it was estab-
lished in 2008 under the SFA.

Regional Integration

The U.S. and Iraqi delegations discussed
Iraq’s position as an emerging democracy in
the region, leading energy producer, and a na-
tion representing a diversity of social customs,
religions, and ethnicities. The Iragi delegation
described the challenges Iraq faces due to its
geography and the legacy of the former regime
after decades of wars and international isola-
tion. In this regard, both delegations welcomed
the full restoration of relations between Iraq
and Kuwait, expanding energy, security, and
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commercial ties with Jordan, and improving re-
lations with Turkey. Both delegations also wel-
comed ongoing exchanges of high-level visits
with Turkey, as well as a strategic dialogue to
be held later this month between the United
States, Iraq, and other regional partners, with
an emphasis on supporting moderates and iso-
lating extremists in the region.

The Iragi delegation noted that with seven-
teen Arab embassies open in Baghdad, the
Government of Iraq recently renewed an invi-
tation to other Arab countries to open an em-
bassy as soon as possible. In this regard, the
United States welcomed the participation of
the Iraqi Security Forces in joint exercises with
regional partners over the past six months, in-
cluding the Eager Lion exercise in Jordan, and
surface warfare and mine countermeasures ex-
ercise in Bahrain. The United States pledged
its ongoing diplomatic coordination under the
SFA in these and other areas.

Countering Al-Qaida Affiliated Groups

The two delegations shared an assessment of
al Qaida affiliated groups threatening Iraq,
with particular emphasis on the Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).

The Iragi delegation confirmed a compre-
hensive strategy to isolate ISIL and other ex-
tremist groups through coordinated security,
economic, and political measures. This strategy
includes security operations coordinated with
local officials, and renewed efforts to empower
local security structures, such as the Sons of
Iraq, to mitigate extremist infiltration. Both
sides emphasized—on an urgent basis—the
need for additional equipment for Iraqi forces
to conduct ongoing operations in remote areas
where terrorist camps are located. The Iraqi
delegation stressed its desire to purchase U.S.
equipment as a means of strengthening long-
term institutional ties with the United States,
and confirmed its commitment to ensure strict
compliance with U.S. laws and regulations on
the use of such equipment.

Both delegations further confirmed the
need for aggressive political outreach as a
means to isolate and defeat ISIL and other ex-
tremist networks. They welcomed the national
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charter of social peace signed last month by
political and religious leaders from across Iraq.
Both parties welcomed calls to reject violence
and sectarian incitement, and discussed the
critical role of religious leaders as a force of
moderation in the region.

Both delegations also noted the recent reso-
lution from the Iraqi Council of Representa-
tives stating that national elections would be
held no later than April 30, 2014. The Iraqi
delegation confirmed its commitment to hold-
ing these elections on time. Both parties em-
phasized the importance of the Iraqi govern-
ment’s determination to hold elections on time
and its support to the High Electoral Commis-
sion to ensure that the elections are well pre-
pared. The United States offered its technical
support in full coordination with the Govern-
ment of Iraq and the United Nations.

Energy

The U.S. and Iragi delegations reiterated
the importance of Iraq’s future energy sector
development and economic growth so all Irag-
is can share equitably from its resources, as
well as the valuable role that Iraq plays in pro-
viding a steady flow of energy resources to
global markets. In this regard, the Iraqi side
presented Iraq’s new five-year $357 billion de-
velopment plan and their long-term vision for
developing strategic infrastructure that pro-
vides energy system resilience and new com-
mercial opportunities, with multiple oil export
routes through the Arabian Gulf, Red Sea, and
Mediterranean. The delegations welcomed the
opportunity to expand cooperation on energy,
including steps to advance these projects, at
the next Energy Joint Coordination Commit-
tee in early 2014.

Syria

The Iraqi delegation confirmed its support
for the Geneva II process and efforts to forge a
diplomatic settlement to the ongoing conflict
in Syria. The United States took note of the im-
portant role Iraq can play in helping to shape
conditions conducive to a peaceful political
settlement. The Iraqi delegation expressed its



increasing concern about weapons coming into
Iraq from Syria for use against the Iraqi peo-
ple, emphasizing the need to take increasing
measures to police its borders and airspace
against the transit of weapons or cargo pro-
scribed by applicable U.N. Security Council
Resolutions, and called on all neighboring
states to cooperate fully.

Trade

The Iraqi delegation stressed their desire to
harness the U.S. private sector to advance mu-
tual interests in Iraq and the United States.
The delegations noted the signing earlier this
year of the Trade and Investment Framework
Agreement, which will help increase American
exports to Iraq and provide more economic op-
portunities for the Iraqi people. Both delega-
tions welcomed the steady increase in U.S.
companies doing business in Irag—including
major corporations such as Citibank, Ford,
General Electric, and Boeing. The Iraqi dele-
gation expressed hope that U.S. businesses can
have a prominent role in their country’s rapidly
developing energy, transportation, banking,
and health sectors. In this regard, both delega-
tions looked forward to mutual trade events to
be held over the coming months.

Education and Exchange Programs
The Iragi delegation discussed their vision

to strengthen their nation through education
and exchange programs with an emerging gen-
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eration. They noted that twenty-five percent of
their population—nearly 8 million Iragis—was
born after 2003, and that the Government of
Iraq is determined to give this generation edu-
cational opportunities inside Iraq and abroad,
including at American colleges and universi-
ties. Both delegations agreed that the best way
to honor our shared sacrifice over the past de-
cade is to provide these young Iragis with op-
portunities never enjoyed by other genera-
tions. The U.S. delegation noted that under
the SFA and the educational programs estab-
lished through bilateral Joint Coordinating
Committees, the number of Iragi students
studying in the United States has grown to
nearly 1,000—and that a university fair last
month in Baghdad attracted 30 U.S. universi-
ties and 2,000 Iraqi scholarship students.

Conclusion

The two delegations closed the meeting with
a shared commitment to increase the numbers
of Iraqis studying in the United States, in addi-
tion to strengthening other institutional ties
beyond government-to-government ties, to in-
clude cultural, artistic, and scientific exchang-
es. Both sides again reflected on the sacrifice
that has made this progress possible, while rec-
ognizing the very serious challenges that must
be confronted together.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on the Observance of Diwali

November 1, 2013

For the Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, and Buddhists
celebrating Diwali this weekend, the festival
of lights reaffirms the things in life that matter
most. Dancing, celebration, and good food re-
mind us that life’s greatest joys are the simple
pleasures that come from spending time with
people we love. Contemplation and prayer re-
mind us that that people of all faiths have an
obligation to perform seva, or service to oth-
ers. And the flame of the diya, or lamp, re-

minds us that light will ultimately triumph
over darkness. Here in the United States, Di-
wali also reminds us that our Nation is home
to many faiths and traditions, and that our di-
versity makes us stronger, which I why I'm
proud that this year Democrats and Republi-
cans in Congress joined together for the first
ever celebration of Diwali on Capitol Hill.
Over the last 5 years, Michelle and T have
been honored to have the chance to observe
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