to stop working. And then, halfway through her
chemo, her employer dropped coverage for
both of them. And Alan is self-employed; he’s
got an antique business. So he had to make
sure his wife had coverage, obviously, in the
middle of cancer treatments, so he went with-
out insurance.

Now, the great news is, today, Jan is cancer-
free. She’s on Medicare, but Alan’s been unin-
sured ever since. Until last week, when he sat
down at a computer and—I'm sure after multi-
ple tries—[laughter]—signed up for a new
plan under the Affordable Care Act, coverage
that can never be taken away if he gets sick.

So I just want to read you what he said in
this letter. He says, “T've got to tell you, I've
never been so happy to pay a bill in my entire
life.” [Laughter] “When you don’t have insur-
ance at my age, [it can] really feel like a time
bomb waiting to go off. The sense of relief
from knowing I can live out my days longer and
healthier, that’s just a tremendous weight off
my shoulders.”

So, 2 days later, Alan goes over to his buddy
Bill’s house. He sits Bill down, and his wife Di-
ana, at their computer. And after several
tries—[laughter]—Alan helped lift that weight
from their shoulders by helping them to sign
up for a new plan also. And compared to their
current plan, it costs less than half as much and
covers more.

See, that’s why we committed ourselves to
this cause: for Alan and Jan; for Bill, Diana.

Audience member. Annie.

The President. For Annie. For anyone who
wrote letters and shared stories and knocked
on doors because they believed, what could
happen here in Massachusetts could happen
all across the country. And for them and for
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you, we are going to see this through. [Ap-
plause] We're going to see this through. We
are going to see this through.

This hall is home to some of the earliest de-
bates over the nature of our Government, the
appropriate size, the appropriate role of our
Government. And those debates continue to-
day, and that’s healthy. They're debates about
the role of the individual and society and our
rugged individualism and our sense of self-reli-
ance, our devotion to the kind of freedoms
whose first shot rang out not far from here. But
they are also debates tempered by a recogni-
tion that we're all in this together; and that
when hardship strikes—and it could strike any
of us at any moment—we’re there for one an-
other; and that as a country, we can accomplish
great things that we can’t accomplish alone.
We believe that. [Applause] We believe that.

And those sentiments are expressed in a
painting right here in this very hall: “Liberty
and Union, now and forever, one and insepara-
ble.” That’s the value statement Deval was
talking about. That’s what health care reform is
about. That’s what America is about. We are in
this together, and we are going to see it
through.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless the
United States of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to David A. “Big Papi”
Ortiz, first baseman, Major League Baseball’s
Boston Red Sox; 2012 Republican Presidential
nominee W. Mitt Romney; and former Presi-
dent George W. Bush. The transcript released
by the Office of the Press Secretary also in-
cluded the remarks of Gov. Patrick.

Remarks at a Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee F undraiser

in Weston, Massachusetts
October 30, 2013

Thank you so much. Everybody, have a seat.
Thank you. Well, first of all, that was an aston-
ishingly succinct introduction by Al. [Laugh-
ter] And let me just say, Al and Susan have
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been such extraordinary friends to so many of
us for so long, and that alone would make me
grateful. But the service that they rendered as
our representatives in one of our most
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important allies has been extraordinary. And
we're glad to have them back, but we're also
grateful for the great job that they did while
they were there. You made us proud. So thank
you very much.

Governor Deval Patrick is who I want to be
when I grow up—({laughter]—love that man.
And he is just doing such an extraordinary job.
So we're very proud of him.

We have several other folks here. Steve Isra-
el, who is a great Congressman, has taken on
the thankless task of traveling all across the
country to make sure that we’re recruiting
some of the best candidates ever for the House
of Representatives. Please give Steve Israel a
big round of applause.

Your own Congressman, John Tierney, is
here. Where’s John? Doing a great job; very
proud of him. You've got an interloper from
Rhode Island, but it’s close enough. He’s a
good friend: David Cicilline, outstanding
Member of Congress, former mayor. And
someone who is looking slim and cheerful and
good humored, has a glow in his cheeks—
[laughter]—this is what, I guess, getting out of
Congress  looks  like—[laughter]—Barney
Frank is in the house.

And finally, the person we're actually here
for, to some extent, somebody who is now in
the Women’s Hall of Fame, somebody who has
just constantly surprised me by just how good,
how tough, how visionary, and how committed
she is and dedicated to the well-being of not
just her own constituents, but the American
people, our former Speaker and, hopefully,
soon-to-be Speaker once again, Nancy Pelosi.

Now, in these settings, especially with folks
who have been friends for a while—I know
many of you supported my campaigns; many of
you, we've fought together on critical issues—I
don’t want to spend too much time on speech-
es. I want to have a conversation, so I'll save
most of the time for questions. I do have to get
out of here in time so as not to delay the Red
Sox game, because if I do, I might never be
able to come to Massachusetts again. [Laugh-
ter] So we’re on a fairly tight schedule.

This has been a challenging year. Since my
reelection, we started with the heartbreaking
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tragedy of Newtown, which T've said before
continues to be probably the toughest day of
my Presidency. Then we had the bombing in
Boston, which was handled with such grace by
Deval and Mayor Menino and all the people of
this incredible city. And we would have hoped
that coming out of those two tragedies that we
would see a new spirit in Congress of people
pulling together and rolling up sleeves and
working on at least the things that a broad
spectrum of Americans agree on.

But that’s not what we got. Instead, we had
more obstruction and more resistance to get-
ting anything done, most recently culminating
in a shutdown that was entirely unnecessary
and that hurt our economy, punished Federal
workers, who are out there every day trying to
help veterans and trying to make sure that our
air is clean and our water is clean and trying to
help small businesses.

And so I think it’s fair to say that, however
low people’s estimations of Washington were
before the shutdown, they’re lower now. And it
may be that the other side is comfortable with
that because their operating theory has been
that government is the problem and the Feder-
al Government, in particular, is a problem, and
that we don’t need dedicated people in public
service and we don’t need collective action
around the challenges that we face.

But the American people know better, and
we know better. We know that we are entering
into an extraordinarily promising, but also chal-
lenging time in this country. International
competition is fierce. We have an economy
that’s never been more productive or more in-
novative. But what we’ve also seen is an econo-
my that produces a winner-take-all situation
and folks like those in this room, who are doing
very well. There are a whole bunch of folks out
there who are struggling. You've got a middle
class that is anxious about whether their chil-
dren will be able to replicate their success.
There are questions as to whether, if you work
hard in this country, you can still make it.

We’ve got enormous challenges like climate
change that transcend borders. And although,
because of our extraordinary military and the
men and women in uniform, we don’t have any



state-to-state peer when it comes to our na-
tional security, the threats of climate change
and terrorism and cybersecurity are all things
that we can’t manage on our own.

And so sometimes, people ask me, man, how
do you stay optimistic? It just seems like there
are a bunch of problems piling up on your
desk, and it doesn’t seem like you're getting a
lot of help from the other side. And it is true
that 'm much grayer than I was when T first
came to Al Solomont’s house. And there is this
enormous frustration sometimes when you can
see—Deval and I were just talking about this.
We know what the punch list is of things that
need to get done. We know if we invest in in-
frastructure, we can put people back to work
and strengthen our economy. We know that if
we are investing in early childhood education,
then our children are going to better be able to
compete. We know that there’s no contradic-
tion between a smart energy policy that boosts
growth and an environmental policy that pass-
es on a clean planet to the next generation. We
know that making sure job training programs
work and basic research in science will ensure
that not only do we have the most innovative,
dynamic economy in the world, but we’re also
going to have the workers who can take those
jobs.

We know all these things. And so when you
see it and you say to yourself, “These aren’t
even ideological questions, these aren’t histori-
cally left-right questions, these are just com-
monsense questions,” and you see the fact that
you get so much resistance from the other side
on things that they used to be for, it can be
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frustrating. But what keeps me optimistic is,
when I get out of Washington and I travel
across the country and I meet the American
people, their resilience, their strength, their
optimism, their stick-to-it-ness, their concern
for one another continues to be evident. It
makes you optimistic.

Our job is to align our politics with the good-
ness of the American people. And I don’t think
that’s a partisan agenda; I don’t think that’s a
Democratic or Republican agenda. T think
that’s an American agenda. But what I also
know is the interests of the American people
will be better served if T've got Nancy Pelosi
standing by my side and we get the agenda
done.

That’s why you're here. I'm grateful for it.
We're going to need your support not just now,
but for the long haul.

Thank you very much, everybody.

I think we’re going to start taking questions,
but I think we’re going to allow the fourth es-
tate to get some food. [Laughter] I hope you
guys are getting some food, at least some
snacks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:50 p.m. at the
residence of Alan D. and Susan Lewis Solo-
mont. In his remarks, he referred to Rep. Da-
vid N. Cicilline, in his former capacity as mayor
of Providence, RIL; Rep. Steven J. Israel, in his
capacity as chairman of the Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Committee; and former
Rep. Barney Frank. Audio was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to Sudan
October 30, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the automat-
ic termination of a national emergency unless,
within the 90-day period prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes in

the Federal Register and transmits to the Con-
gress a notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniversary date. In
accordance with this provision, I have sent to the
Federal Register for publication the enclosed no-
tice stating that the Sudan emergency is to con-
tinue in effect beyond November 3, 2013.
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