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keeping uppermost in our minds providing op-
portunity and growing the economy and creat-
ing jobs and building a middle class. And we
don’t assume that we have a monopoly on wis-
dom, and so we want that debate and that dis-
cussion.

So not everybody here agrees on everything,
but we agree on the vision of what this country
should be, that it is one in which opportunity
and prosperity should be broad based. We be-
lieve that every child should have a chance, re-
gardless of what they look like, where they
come from, what their last name is. We believe
in treating everybody fairly, regardless of what
they look like or who they love or what God
they worship. And we believe that government
has a role to play. And part of what the debate
and the battle has been about over the last sev-
eral years—what role do we have as a country,
collectively, to create the platform and the
tools for people to succeed.

So the shutdown was about more than just
health care. It was about sort of a contrast in vi-
sions about what our obligations are to each
other as fellow citizens. And we’ve got the bet-
ter side of that argument, one that’s truer to
our history. But we’re going to have to contin-
ue to push. We’re going to have to continue to
fight.

As we close out the new year, we still have a
chance to get immigration reform done and a
chance to affirm that we’re a nation of laws and
a nation of immigrants. As we come to the end
of the year, we still have a chance to do some-
thing like the farm bill that is important for ru-
ral America, but is also important for making
sure that kids don’t go hungry in this country
and we’ve got a budget that is going to have to

reflect our priorities. And if we’re not investing
in places like P–TECH, if we’re not investing
in science and technology, if we’re not making
sure that we’re rebuilding our roads and our
bridges and our airports—if we’re not doing
those things, then we’re not true to the vision
that allowed a lot of us to be in a room like this
even though we weren’t born into a room like
this.

So the stakes are high. And the one thing
I’m absolutely confident about is that if we
work hard, that we can make a case to the
American people and we can win. Because
what we care about—and what was expressed
in that school that I was in today—is what this
country is all about. And what I also know is, is
that when Nancy Pelosi is Speaker of the
House of Representatives, she acts on behalf of
that vision, even when it’s hard and even when
it’s inconvenient and even when it runs con-
trary to the politics and the polls. I’ve seen it
before, and I’ll see it again. But I’ll only be able
to see it because of all of you.

So thank you so much, everybody. Appreci-
ate it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:38 p.m. at the
residence of Dennis and Karen Mehiel. In his
remarks, he referred to Kenneth I. Chenault,
chairman and chief executive officer, American
Express Co., and his wife Kathryn; and Rep.
Steven J. Israel, in his capacity as chairman of
the Democratic Congressional Campaign
Committee. He also referred to Pathways in
Technology Early College High School
(P–TECH) in New York City. Audio was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

The President’s Weekly Address
October 26, 2013

Hi, everybody. A few weeks ago, we launched
an important new part of the Affordable Care
Act. It’s called the marketplace. And for Ameri-
cans without health insurance and Americans
who buy insurance on their own because they
can’t get it at work, it’s a very big deal.

If you’re one of those people, the Affordable
Care Act makes you part of a big group plan
for the first time. The marketplace is where
you can apply and shop for affordable new
health insurance choices. It gathers insurers
under one system to compete for your busi-
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ness. And that choice and competition have ac-
tually helped bring prices down.

Ultimately, the easiest way to buy insurance
in this marketplace will be a new website,
healthcare.gov. But as you may have heard, the
site isn’t working the way it’s supposed to yet.
It’s frustrating for all of us who have worked so
hard to make sure everyone who needs it gets
health care. And it’s especially frustrating for
the Americans who have been trying to get
covered. The site has been visited more than
20 million times so far. Nearly 700,000 people
have applied for coverage already. And that
proves just how much demand there is for
these new, quality, affordable health care
choices. And that’s why, in the coming weeks,
we are going to get it working as smoothly as
it’s supposed to. We’ve got people working
overtime, 24/7, to boost capacity and address
these problems, every single day.

But even as we improve the website, re-
member that the website isn’t the only way to
apply for coverage under these new plans.
We’ve updated healthcare.gov to offer more
information about enrolling over the phone, by
mail, or in person with a specially trained navi-
gator who can help answer your questions. Just
call 1–800–318–2596 or visit localhelp.health-
care.gov. And don’t worry: These plans will not
sell out. We’re only a few weeks into a 6-month
open enrollment period, and everyone who
wants insurance through the marketplace will
get it.

Now, some people have poked fun at me
this week for sounding like an insurance sales-
man. And that’s okay. I’d still be out there
championing this law even if the website were
perfect. I’ll never stop fighting to help more
hard-working Americans know the economic
security of health care. That’s something we
should all want.

That’s why it’s also interesting to see Repub-
licans in Congress expressing so much concern
that people are having trouble buying health
insurance through the new website, especially
considering they’ve spent the last few years so
obsessed with denying those same people ac-
cess to health insurance that they just shut

down the Government and threatened default
over it.

As I’ve said many times before, I’m willing
to work with anyone, on any idea, who’s actual-
ly willing to make this law perform better. But
it’s well past the time for folks to stop rooting
for its failure, because hard-working, middle
class families are rooting for its success.

The Affordable Care Act gives people who
have been stuck with sky-high premiums be-
cause of preexisting conditions the chance to
get affordable insurance for the first time. This
law means that women can finally buy cover-
age that doesn’t charge them higher premiums
than men for the same care.

And everyone who already has health insur-
ance—whether through your employer, Medi-
care, or Medicaid—will keep the benefits and
protections this law already has put in place.
Three million more young adults have health
insurance on their parents’ plans because of
the Affordable Care Act. More than 6 million
people on Medicare have saved an average of a
thousand dollars on their prescription medi-
cine because of the Affordable Care Act.

Last year, more than 8 million Americans
received half a billion dollars in refunds from
their insurers because of the Affordable Care
Act. And for tens of millions of women, pre-
ventive care like mammograms and birth con-
trol are free because of the Affordable Care
Act. That’s all part of this law, and it’s here to
stay.

We did not fight so hard for this reform for
so many years just to build a website. We did it
to free millions of American families from the
awful fear that one illness or injury—to yourself
or your child—might cost you everything you’d
worked so hard to build. We did it to cement
the principle that in this country, the security of
health care is not a privilege for a fortunate few,
but a right for every one of us to enjoy. We’ve
already delivered on part of that promise, and
we will not rest until the work is done.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 2:15 p.m. on October 24 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
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on October 26. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on

October 25, but was embargoed for release un-
til 6 a.m. on October 26.

Remarks at an Installation Ceremony for James B. Comey, Jr., as Director of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation
October 28, 2013

Thank you. Thank you, FBI. Thank you so
much. Please, everybody, be seated, those of
you who have seats. [Laughter]

Well, good afternoon, everybody. I am so
proud to be here and to stand once again with
so many dedicated men and women of the
FBI. You are the best of the best. Day in and
day out, you work tirelessly to confront the
most dangerous threats our Nation faces. You
serve with courage; you serve with integrity.
You protect Americans at home and abroad.
You lock up criminals. You secure the home-
land against the threat of terrorism. Without a
lot of fanfare, without seeking the spotlight,
you do your jobs, all the while upholding our
most cherished values and the rule of law.

Fidelity, Bravery, Integrity: That’s your mot-
to. And today we’re here to welcome a remark-
able new leader for this remarkable institution,
one who lives those principles out every single
day: Mr. Jim Comey.

Before I get to Jim, I want to thank all the
predecessors who are here today. We are
grateful for your service. I have to give a spe-
cial shout-out to Bob Mueller, who served lon-
ger than he was supposed to, but he was such
an extraordinary leader through some of the
most difficult times that we’ve had in national
security. And he—I consider him a friend, and
I’m so grateful for him and Ann being here to-
day. Thank you very much.

Now, Jim has dedicated his life to defending
our laws, to making sure that all Americans can
trust our justice system to protect their rights
and their well-being. He’s the grandson of a
beat cop. He’s the prosecutor who helped
bring down the Gambinos. He’s the relentless
attorney who fought to stem the bloody tide of
gun violence, rub out white-collar crime, deliv-
er justice to terrorists. It’s just about impossi-
ble to find a matter of justice he has not tack-

led, and it’s hard to imagine somebody who is
not more uniquely qualified to lead a bureau
that covers all of it: traditional threats like vio-
lent and organized crime to the constantly
changing threats like terrorism and cybersecu-
rity. So he’s got the résumé.

But of course, Jim is also a famously cool
character; he’s the calmest in the room during
a crisis. Here’s what a fellow former prosecutor
said about him. He said, “You know that Rud-
yard Kipling line—‘If you can keep your head
when all about you are losing theirs’—that’s
Jim.”

There’s also a story from the time during his
prosecution of the Gambino crime family. One
of the defendants was an alleged hit man
named Lorenzo. And during the trial, Jim won
an award from the New York City Bar Associa-
tion. When the court convened the next morn-
ing, everybody was buzzing about it, and sud-
denly, a note was passed down from the defen-
dant’s table across the aisle to the prosecutor’s
table. It was handed to Jim, and it read: “Dear
Jim, congratulations on your award. No one
deserves it more than you. You’re a true pro-
fessional. Sincerely, Lorenzo.” [Laughter]

“Sincerely, Lorenzo.” Now, we don’t know
how sincere he was. [Laughter] We don’t know
whether this was a veiled threat or a plea for le-
niency or an honest compliment. But I think it
is fair to say that Jim has won the respect of
folks across the spectrum, including Lorenzo.
[Laughter]

He’s the perfect leader for an organization
whose walls are graced by the words of a leg-
endary former Director: “The most effective
weapon against crime is cooperation.” Jim has
worked with many of the more than 35,000
men and women of the FBI over the course of
his long and distinguished career. And it’s his
admiration and respect for all of you, individu-
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