Oct. 23 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the situation in or in rela-
tion to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
declared in Executive Order 13413 of October
27, 2006, is to continue in effect beyond Octo-
ber 27, 2013.

The situation in or in relation to the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, which has been
marked by widespread violence and atrocities
that continue to threaten regional stability,
continues to pose an unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United
States. For this reason, I have determined that

Remarks on Immigration Reform
October 24, 2013

The President. Thank you very much. Well,
please have a seat, everybody. Good morning,
and welcome to the White House. Today I'm
here with leaders from business, from labor,
from faith communities who are united around
one goal: finishing the job of fixing a broken
immigration system.

This is not just an idea whose time has
come, this is an idea whose time has been
around for years now. Leaders like all of you
have worked together with Republicans and
Democrats in this town in good faith for years
to try to get this done. And this is the moment
when we should be able to finally get the job
done.

Now, it’s no secret that the American people
haven’t seen much out of Washington that they
like these days. The shutdown and the threat of
the first default in more than 200 years inflict-
ed real pain on our businesses and on families
across the country. And it was a completely un-
necessary, self-inflicted wound, with real costs
to real people, and it can never happen again.

But even with the shutdown over and the
threat of default eliminated, Democrats and
Republicans still have some really big disagree-
ments; there are some just fundamentally dif-
ferent views about how we should move for-
ward on certain issues. On the other hand, as I
said the day after the shutdown ended, that’s
no reason that we shouldn’t be able to work to-
gether on the things that we do agree on.
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it is necessary to continue the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13413 with
respect to the situation in or in relation to the
Democratic Republic of the Congo.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

We should be able to work together on a re-
sponsible budget that invests in the things that
we need to grow our economy and create jobs
even while we maintain fiscal discipline. We
should be able to pass a farm bill that helps ru-
ral communities grow and protects vulnerable
Americans in hard times.

And we should pass immigration reform.
[Applause] We should pass immigration re-
form. It’s good for our economy. It’s good for
our national security. It’s good for our people.
And we should do it this year.

Everybody knows that our current immigra-
tion system is broken. Across the political spec-
trum, people understand that. We’ve known it
for years. It’s not smart to invite some of the
brightest minds from around the world to
study here and then not let them start busi-
nesses here; we send them back to their home
countries to start businesses and create jobs
and invent new products someplace else.

It’s not fair to businesses and middle class
families who play by the rules when we allow
companies that are trying to undercut the rules
work in the shadow economy, to hire folks at
lower wages or no benefits, no overtime, so
that somehow they get a competitive edge
from breaking the rules. That doesn’t make
sense.

It doesn’t make sense to have 11 million
people who are in this country illegally without
any incentive or any way for them to come out



of the shadows, get right with the law, meet
their responsibilities, and permit their families
then to move ahead. It’s not smart. It’s not fair.
It doesn’t make sense. We have kicked this
particular can down the road for too long.

Now, the good news is, this year, the Senate
has already passed an immigration reform bill
by a wide, bipartisan majority that addressed
all of these issues. It’s a bill that would contin-
ue to strengthen our borders. It would level
the playing field by holding unscrupulous em-
ployers accountable if they knowingly hire un-
documented workers.

It would modernize our legal immigration
system so that even as we train American work-
ers for the jobs of the future, we're also attract-
ing highly skilled entrepreneurs from beyond
our borders to join with us to create jobs here
in the United States.

It would make sure that everybody plays by
the same rules by providing a pathway to
earned citizenship for those who are here ille-
gally: one that includes passing a background
check, learning English, paying taxes, paying a
penalty, getting in line behind everyone who is
trying to come here the right way.

So it had all the component parts. It didn’t
have everything that T wanted, it didn’t have
anything—everything that anybody wanted,
but it addressed the core challenges of how we
create a immigration system that is fair, that’s
just, that is true to our traditions as a nation of
laws and a nation of immigrants. And that’s
passed the Senate by a bipartisan majority.

So here’s what we also know: that the bill
would grow the economy and shrink our defi-
cits. Independent economists have shown that
if the Senate bill became law, over the next two
decades, our economy would grow by $1.4 tril-
lion more than it would if we don’t pass the
law. It would reduce our deficits by nearly a
trillion dollars.

So this isn’t just the right thing to do, it’s the
smart thing to do. Securing our borders, mod-
ernizing our legal immigration system, provid-
ing a pathway to earned, legalized citizenship,
growing our economy, strengthening our mid-
dle class, reducing our deficits—that’s what
commonsense immigration reform will do.
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Now, obviously, just because something is
smart and fair and good for the economy and
fiscally responsible and supported by business
and labor—[laughter]—and the evangelical
community and many Democrats and many
Republicans, that does not mean that it will ac-
tually get done. [Laughter] This is Washington,
after all.

So everything tends to be viewed through a
political prism, and everybody has been look-
ing at the politics of this. And I know that there
are some folks in this town who are primed to
think, “Well, if Obama is for it, then I'm
against it.” But I'd remind everybody that my
Republican predecessor was also for it when
he proposed reforms like this almost a decade
ago, and I joined with 23 Senate Republicans
back then to support that reform. I'd remind
you that this reform won more than a dozen
Republican votes in the Senate in June.

I'm not running for office again. I just be-
lieve this is the right thing to do. [Applause] 1
just believe this is the right thing to do. And I
also believe that good policy is good politics in
this instance. And if folks are really that con-
sumed with the politics of fixing our broken
immigration system, they should look—take a
closer look at the polls, because the American
people support this. It’s not something they re-
ject; they support it. Everybody wins here if we
work together to get this done. In fact, if
there’s a good reason not to pass this common-
sense reform, I haven’t heard it.

So anyone still standing in the way of this bi-
partisan reform should at least have to explain
why. A clear majority of the American people
think it’s the right thing to do.

Now, how do we move forward? Demo-
crats—Democratic leaders have introduced a
bill in the House that is similar to the biparti-
san Senate bill. So now it’s up to Republicans
in the House to decide whether reform be-
comes a reality or not.

I do know—and this is good news—that
many of them agree that we need to fix our
broken immigration system across these areas
that we've just discussed. And what I've said to
them, and T'll repeat today, is if House Repub-
licans have new and different, additional ideas
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for how we should move forward, then we
want to hear them. I'll be listening. I know that
Democrats and Republicans in the Senate,
those who voted for immigration reform al-
ready, are eager to hear those additional ideas.
But what we can’t do is just sweep the problem
under the rug one more time, leave it for
somebody else to solve sometime in the future.

Rather than create problems, let’s prove to
the American people that Washington can ac-
tually solve some problems. This reform comes
as close to anything we’ve got to a law that will
benefit everybody now and far into the future.
So let’s see if we can get this done. And let’s
see if we can get it done this year.

Now, the—we’ve got the time to do it. Re-
publicans in the House, including the Speaker,
have said we should act. So let’s not wait. It
doesn’t get easier to just put it off. Let’s do it
now. Let’s not delay. Let’s get this done, and
let’s do it in a bipartisan fashion.

To those of you who are here today, I want
to just say one last thing, and that is, thank you.
I want to thank you for your persistence. I want
to thank you for your activism. I want to thank
you for your passion and your heart when it

comes to this issue. And I want to tell you,
you've got to keep it up. Keep putting the pres-
sure on all of us to get this done. There are go-
ing to be moments—and there are always mo-
ments like this in big efforts at reform—where
you meet resistance and the press will declare
something dead, it’s not going to happen, but
that can be overcome.

And T have to say, Joe, as I look out at this
room, these don’t look like people who are eas-
ily deterred. [Laughter]

Vice President Joe Biden. No, I don’t think
SO.

The President. They don’t look like folks
who are going to give up. You look fired up to
make the next push. And whether you're a Re-
publican or a Democrat or an Independent, I
want you to keep working—and I'm going to
be right next to you—to make sure we get im-
migration reform done. It is time. Let’s go get
it done.

Thank you very much, everybody. All right.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. in
the East Room at the White House.

Remarks at Pathways in Technology Early College High School in New York

City
October 25, 2013

The President. Hello, Brooklyn! How you
doing?

Audience members. Good!

The President. Well, it is good to be back in
Brooklyn. Good to be in New York City. And it
is good to see some friends who stick up for
students and teachers and education every day.
We've got your Governor; Andrew Cuomo is in
the house. Give him a big round of applause.
We’ve got your Senator, Chuck Schumer. Out-
standing Secretary of Education, Arne Dun-
can. We've got a—your outstanding congres-
sional delegation is here. Give them a big
round of applause. We've got your Public Ad-
vocate and my friend, Bill de Blasio is here.
We've got the outstanding leader of one of
America’s iconic companies, IBM CEO Ginni
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Rometty. And I want to give a special shout-
out to a man who’s been an extraordinary may-
or for this city; he’s been a leader throughout
the country for the past 12 years. Mr. Michael
Bloomberg is here.

And T want to thank your principal here at
P-TECH, Rashid Davis, who, I am pretty con-
fident, is the coolest looking principal in Amer-
ica. [Laughter] I mean, there just are not that
many principals with dreadlocks and yellow
kicks. There aren’t that many of them. I mean,
there may be some, but there aren’t that many.
[Laughter]

And I had a wonderful time visiting with one
of your teachers, Ms. Seiluffah—Seifullah, Sei-
fullah? Ms. Seifullah. She was outstanding. She
welcomed me into her classroom. She showed
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