to fix our broken immigration system in a way
that strengthens our borders and modernizes
legal immigration and makes sure everybody is
playing by the same rules.

And I'm confident that I could not make a
better choice in Jeh, somebody who I'm confi-
dent is going to be moving not just the agency
forward, but helping to move the country for-
ward.

So, Jeh, thank you so much for agreeing to
take on this very difficult and extraordinary
mission. You've got a great team over at DHS,
and I know that they’re looking forward to hav-
ing you over there. I urge the Senate to con-
firm Jeh as soon as possible. And I thank you,
as well as your family, to agreeing to serve.
Your wife Susan and your daughter Natalie
and—couldn’t be here because they're visiting
Jeh, Jr., out at Occidental College, which, by
the way, I went to for 2 years when I was
young. It’s a fine college. I'm sorry I couldn’t
be there to say hi to him. But your son chose
well.

So, ladies and gentlemen, I'd like to invite
Jeh Johnson to say a few words, hopefully, our
next Secretary of the Department of Home-
land Security.

Secretary-designate  Johnson. Thank you
very much, Mr. President.

As you noted, my wife and two kids are not
here because it’s parents’ weekend at Occiden-
tal, and thanks to the cost of a nonrefundable
airline ticket—[laughter]—they could not be
in two places at once. They wish they could be
here.
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Thank you for the tremendous honor of this
nomination and the trust you have placed in
me to carry out this large and important re-
sponsibility as Secretary of Homeland Security.
I was not looking for this opportunity. I had
left Government at the end of last year and was
settling back into private life and private law
practice. But when I received the call, I could
not refuse it.

I am a New Yorker, and I was present in
Manhattan on 9/11, which happens to be my
birthday, when that bright and beautiful day
was—a day something like this—was shattered
by the largest terrorist attack on our homeland
in history. I wandered the streets of New York
that day and wondered and asked, what can I
do? Since then, I have tried to devote myself to
answering that question. I love this country. I
care about the safety of our people. I believe in
public service. And I remain loyal to you, Mr.
President.

If confirmed by the Senate, I promise all of
my energy, focus, and ability toward the task of
safeguarding our Nation’s national and home-
land security.

Thank you again, sir.

The President. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:06 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Susan M. DiMarco, wife
of Secretary-designate Johnson, and their chil-
dren Natalie Johnson and Jeh Johnson, Jr. He
also referred to the Federally Administered
Tribal Areas (FATA) of Pakistan.

Statement on the Death of Former Speaker of the House of Representatives

Thomas S. Foley
October 18, 2013

Today America has lost a legend of the
United States Congress. For 30 years, Tom
Foley represented the people of Washington’s
Fifth District with skill, dedication, and a
deep commitment to improving the lives of
those he was elected to serve. Tom’s straight-
forward approach helped him find common
ground with members of both parties, eventu-
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ally leading to his election as the 57th Speaker
of the House. After his career in Congress,
Tom served as the U.S. Ambassador to Japan,
where his poise and civility helped strengthen
our relationship with one of our closest allies.
Michelle and I send our thoughts and prayers
to Tom’s wife Heather and the entire Foley
family.
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