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Letter to Congressional Leaders Regarding Designation of Funds for
Overseas Contingency Operations and Global Counterterrorism
October 17, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 114(c) of the
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2014 (CR), I
hereby designate for Overseas Contingency
Operations/Global War on Terrorism all fund-
ing (including the rescission of funds) so desig-
nated by the Congress in section 114(a) of the
CR pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended, as outlined in the
enclosed list of accounts.

The details of this action are set forth in the
enclosed memorandum from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Certifying the Public Debt Limit Increase
October 17, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Pursuant to section 1002(b) of the Continu-
ing Appropriations Act, 2014, I hereby certify
that absent a suspension of the limit under sec-
tion 3101(b) of title 31, United States Code,
the Secretary of the Treasury would be unable
to issue debt to meet existing commitments. 

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Remarks on the Nomination of Jeh C. Johnson To Be Secretary of Homeland
Security
October 18, 2013

The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
Please have a seat. As President, my most sol-
emn responsibility is the safety and security of
the American people. And we’ve got an out-
standing team here of folks who work every
single day to make sure that we’re doing every-
thing we can to fulfill that responsibility. And
that means that our entire Government—our
law enforcement and homeland security pro-
fessionals, our troops, our diplomats, our intel-
ligence personnel—are all working together. It
means working with State and local partners to
disrupt terrorist attacks, to make our borders
more secure, respond to natural disasters, and

make our immigration system more effective
and fair.

Now, addressing any one of these challenges
is a tall order. Addressing all of them at once is
a monumental task. But that’s what the dedi-
cated men and women of the Department of
Homeland Security do every day. And today
I’m proud to announce my choice to lead
them, an outstanding public servant who I’ve
known and trusted for years, Mr. Jeh Johnson.

Now, we are, of course, enormously grateful
to Secretary Janet Napolitano. Janet couldn’t
be here today; she’s already made her move to
her new position in sunny California,
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