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learned these past few weeks is that it turns
out, smart, effective Government is important.
It matters. I think the American people during
this shutdown had a chance to get some idea of
all the things, large and small, that Govern-
ment does that make a difference in people’s
lives.

We hear all the time about how Govern-
ment is the problem. Well, it turns out we rely
on it in a whole lot of ways. Not only does it
keep us strong through our military and our
law enforcement, it plays a vital role in caring
for our seniors and our veterans, educating our
kids, making sure our workers are trained for
the jobs that are being created, arming our
businesses with the best science and technolo-
gy so they can compete with companies from
other countries. It plays a key role in keeping
our food and our toys and our workplaces safe.
It helps folks rebuild after a storm. It conserves
our natural resources. It finances startups. It
helps to sell our products overseas. It provides
security to our diplomats abroad.

So let’s work together to make Government
work better, instead of treating it like an ene-
my or purposely making it work worse. That’s
not what the Founders of this Nation envi-
sioned when they gave us the gift of self-gov-
ernment. You don’t like a particular policy or a
particular President? Then argue for your posi-
tion, go out there and win an election, push to
change it, but don’t break it. Don’t break what
our predecessors spent over two centuries
building. That’s not being faithful to what this
country is about.

And that brings me to one last point. I’ve got
a simple message for all the dedicated and pa-
triotic Federal workers who’ve either worked
without pay or been forced off the job without

pay these past few weeks, including most of my
own staff: Thank you. Thanks for your service.
Welcome back. What you do is important. It
matters.

You defend our country overseas. You deliv-
er benefits to our troops who’ve earned them
when they come home. You guard our borders.
You protect our civil rights. You help business-
es grow and gain footholds in overseas mar-
kets. You protect the air we breathe and the
water our children drink. And you push the
boundaries of science and space, and you
guide hundreds of thousands of people each
day through the glories of this country. Thank
you. What you do is important. And don’t let
anybody else tell you different. Especially the
young people who come to this city to serve,
believe that it matters: Well, you know what,
you’re right. It does.

And those of us who have the privilege to
serve this country have an obligation to do our
job as best we can. And we come from differ-
ent parties, but we are Americans first. And
that’s why disagreement cannot mean dysfunc-
tion. It can’t degenerate into hatred. The
American people’s hopes and dreams are what
matters, not ours. Our obligations are to them.
Our regard for them compels us all, Demo-
crats and Republicans, to cooperate and com-
promise and act in the best interests of our Na-
tion—one Nation under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all.

Thanks very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. H.R.
2775, approved October 17, was assigned Pub-
lic Law No. 113–46.

Remarks Following a Meeting With Prime Minister Enrico Letta of Italy
October 17, 2013

The President. Well, it’s wonderful to wel-
come Prime Minister Letta to the Oval Of-
fice. We have had a chance to get to know
each other over the last several international
summits that we’ve attended, and I couldn’t
be more impressed with the Prime Minis-

ter’s integrity and thoughtfulness and leader-
ship.

I want to congratulate him on having won a
vote of confidence and passing a budget. I
think it’s clear that Italy is moving in the right
direction in stabilizing its finances and embark-
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ing on reforms that will make it more competi-
tive. And we spent a lot of our time discussing
the importance of European growth, that with
high unemployment—particularly youth un-
employment—and the challenges that have
been created since 2008, as well as the chal-
lenges within the euro zone, I think it’s impor-
tant for all of us to coordinate. And the United
States obviously is not part of Europe, but we
have a great interest in Europe because if Eu-
rope is doing well, that means that we’re doing
well also.

So we discussed how we could partner on a
strong growth agenda. Part of that growth
agenda is the Transatlantic Partnership agree-
ment [Transatlantic Trade and Investment
Partnership],* the trade agreement that we’re
trying to shape between the European Union
and the United States. We’ve had several
meetings already on that, and I know Prime
Minister Letta is a strong proponent of ex-
panding what is already a very important trade
relationship between the United States and
Europe. So given the fact that he will be as-
cending to the Presidency of the European
Commission, it’s a great opportunity for his
leadership to assert itself during those negotia-
tions. 

We also talked about our security coopera-
tion, and Italy has been an outstanding partner.
A NATO ally on issues ranging from Libya to
Syria, to counterterrorism efforts, consistently,
Italy has been a strong partner, and obviously,
it’s been an outstanding host to our men and
women who serve in the region. And so we
very much thank the Italian people as well as
the Prime Minister for their strong support
there.

On Libya, we agreed that we want to contin-
ue to work with other international partners to
strengthen the security capacity of the Libyan
Government. There’s enormous potential and
hope for the Libyan people, but what they
need now is a Government that is representa-
tive and inclusive and can provide the basic se-
curity, as well as the basic services, that will
help the Libyan people achieve that potential.

And I think that we both share an interest in
finding ways in which we can help the Libyans
move forward.

With respect to Syria, we have been pleased
to see not only the U.N. resolution, but also
now the concrete efforts to get chemical weap-
ons out of Syria. And Italy has been very sup-
portive of that effort. And we both believe that
it’s important to build off that success—or at
least that good start—to also talk about the hu-
manitarian suffering that the Syrian people are
experiencing. Italy has been a contributor to
the humanitarian efforts there, and we want to
partner with them to find ways to not only re-
lieve the suffering, but also to implement a po-
litical transition that can allow people to return
to their homes and end the killing that’s been
taking place there.

And we had a chance to talk about Afghani-
stan. Italian troops have been extraordinary in
their sacrifice and their efforts in helping to
create an Afghanistan that is secure and safe
for the Afghan people. We very much appreci-
ate it. We talked about how well our militaries
coordinate with each other and the genuine
partnership that has been created. And we
both reaffirmed our commitment to make sure
that when we end combat activities in Afghani-
stan at the end of 2014, that we are in a posi-
tion to leave behind an Afghanistan that has a
strong professional security service and a gov-
ernment that is meeting its obligations to all its
people, including all ethnic groups and women
and others who have started to see greater op-
portunities and greater freedoms over the past
several years.

And again, I want to say to the Italian peo-
ple, and to Prime Minister Letta, in particular,
we’re grateful for your friendship. I think ev-
erybody understands the closeness between It-
aly and the United States is not just because of
a friendship between leaders, but also because
of the incredible history and the people-to-
people relations between our two countries.
Italian Americans in this country have helped
to make America what it is and in every aspect
of life, and that bond is one that will never go

 * White House correction.
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away and, hopefully, will continue to be
strengthened during the time that you and I
have the chance to work together. I’m sure it
will be.

The last point I want to make is that the
Prime Minister is from Tuscany, from Pisa,
and he has extended an invitation to me to
come and visit and eat some very good food.
[Laughter] I don’t know whether I’m going to
be able to take as much time as I want while
I’m still President, but Michelle and I, having
been to Tuscany before I was President and
seeing how spectacular and wonderful it is, I
told the Prime Minister that he will not have to
twist my arm to try to get me to come to Tusca-
ny again sometime in the near future.

So thank you very much for the wonderful
visit. Thank you. 

Prime Minister Letta. Thank you very much.
Of course, the invitation to Tuscany is for now,
for the future, for whenever you want: Flor-
ence, Pisa, Sienna, or Lucca. 

First of all, I congratulated President
Obama, for yesterday’s success is his success,
but it is also our success, because yesterday’s
decision was very important for the stability in
the markets in the world, in Europe and in Ita-
ly, first of all. We need stability because we
have such a big debt, so we need to have low
interest rates. 

Yesterday we had the lowest interest rates in
Italy since 2 years and half. That was for us a
very important achievement, demonstration of
the fact that we are in the right path. And we
have to continue that, and to continue on this
path, we need to have an alliance, alliance of
growth, first of all.

Next year, Italy will be President of the Eu-
ropean Council. For—in the second semester,
we will start the new European legislature.
The present European legislature is linked to
the word austerity. Austerity without growth,
it’s a big problem for us. This is why we passed,
in Italy, a budget with the budget under con-
trol, with the debt decreasing, the deficit de-
creasing, public spending decreasing, and the
level of taxes on families and entrepreneurs de-
creasing for the first time since many years.

So it’s very important to continue on having
budget under control, but we need to push
growth. This is why the European legislature
that will start with the Italian Presidency of the
European Council will be a legislature based,
first of all, on growth. And of course, T–TIP is
one of the most important achievement. My
dream will be to sign this agreement, both, to-
gether, before the end of next year, before the
end of the Italian Presidency next year. 

It is important we have to fight against pro-
tectionism. In—both in the G–8 and the G–20
meeting, we have very important common po-
sitions in fighting against the fiscal evasion, fis-
cal avoidance, fiscal havens, against protection-
ism, and T–TIP is so important.

For the Mediterranean concern, I tried to
present to President Obama all our concerns
about the situation, the migration problems, of
course the mission—the humanitarian military
mission—that Italy raised in these very days,
“Mare Nostrum,” because we don’t want to
have Mediterranean as a dead sea. Mediterra-
nean has to be a sea of life.

And of course, we have a problem of failed
states in Africa. We have to help them, and
first of all, Libya, of course. We have to work
together on Syria to apply the resolution as
soon as possible. And we want to have Geneva
II as soon as possible too. And of course, there,
our work will be all together. And also I will
thank President Obama’s words on Afghani-
stan, of course. Our joint commitment is very
important for the stabilization of the area.

So I am very glad for the words I listened,
but I’m very glad for the yesterday’s result. It’s
very important for our future. Our future will
be a future of friendship, of cooperation, and
next legislature, next European legislature will
be—has to be—a legislature of growth. And
we, the Italians, we will work very hard in
reaching this goal because growth and, first of
all, jobs for youth is my mission, our mission,
and we will work together on that.

President Obama. All right. Thank you
again. Thank you, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:32 p.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Regarding Designation of Funds for
Overseas Contingency Operations and Global Counterterrorism
October 17, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

In accordance with section 114(c) of the
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2014 (CR), I
hereby designate for Overseas Contingency
Operations/Global War on Terrorism all fund-
ing (including the rescission of funds) so desig-
nated by the Congress in section 114(a) of the
CR pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A) of the
Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit Con-
trol Act of 1985, as amended, as outlined in the
enclosed list of accounts.

The details of this action are set forth in the
enclosed memorandum from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate. 

Letter to Congressional Leaders Certifying the Public Debt Limit Increase
October 17, 2013

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

Pursuant to section 1002(b) of the Continu-
ing Appropriations Act, 2014, I hereby certify
that absent a suspension of the limit under sec-
tion 3101(b) of title 31, United States Code,
the Secretary of the Treasury would be unable
to issue debt to meet existing commitments. 

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to John A.
Boehner, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, and Joseph R. Biden, Jr., President of the
Senate.

Remarks on the Nomination of Jeh C. Johnson To Be Secretary of Homeland
Security
October 18, 2013

The President. Good afternoon, everybody.
Please have a seat. As President, my most sol-
emn responsibility is the safety and security of
the American people. And we’ve got an out-
standing team here of folks who work every
single day to make sure that we’re doing every-
thing we can to fulfill that responsibility. And
that means that our entire Government—our
law enforcement and homeland security pro-
fessionals, our troops, our diplomats, our intel-
ligence personnel—are all working together. It
means working with State and local partners to
disrupt terrorist attacks, to make our borders
more secure, respond to natural disasters, and

make our immigration system more effective
and fair.

Now, addressing any one of these challenges
is a tall order. Addressing all of them at once is
a monumental task. But that’s what the dedi-
cated men and women of the Department of
Homeland Security do every day. And today
I’m proud to announce my choice to lead
them, an outstanding public servant who I’ve
known and trusted for years, Mr. Jeh Johnson.

Now, we are, of course, enormously grateful
to Secretary Janet Napolitano. Janet couldn’t
be here today; she’s already made her move to
her new position in sunny California,
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