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ed by Maj. Michael P. Wagner, USA, Army
Aide to the President. Following the presenta-
tion, Maj. Gen. Donald L. Rutherford, USA,
Army Chief of Chaplains, said a prayer.]

Well, let me say once again, not only to Will,
but all our men and women in uniform who
have served us with such incredible courage
and professionalism, that America is grateful
for you. To the families of those we’ve lost, we
will never forget.

And, Will, you are a remarkable role model
for all of us, and we’re very grateful for your
service.

We are going to have a reception after this. I
hear the food’s pretty good around here.
[Laughter] And so I hope all of you have a
chance to stay, and those of you who have a
chance to say thank you to Will, personally, ob-
viously, that’s very welcome.

I’m going to be exiting with Will and Mi-
chelle first. We’ll take a couple of pictures. But
enjoy yourselves this afternoon.

God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Julia Buchholz and Carl
Swenson, parents, and Kelsey Long, girlfriend,
of Capt. Swenson; 1st Lt. Ademola D. Fabayo,
USMC, operations officer, Marine Embedded
Training Team; Sgt. Kevin Duerst, USA, heli-
copter crew chief, California National Guard;
and Charlene Westbrook, wife, and Zachary,
Joshua, and Joseph, sons, of SFC Kenneth
Westbrook, who died on October 7, 2009, from
wounds sustained in Afghanistan on Septem-
ber 8, 2009. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the
reading of the citation and the prayer said by
Maj. Gen. Rutherford.

Statement on the Observance of the Hajj and Eid al-Adha
October 15, 2013

Michelle and I extend our best wishes for a
joyous Eid al-Adha to Muslims around the world
and congratulate those performing the Hajj this
year. As our Muslim neighbors and friends gath-
er for Eid celebrations, Muslim Americans are
among the more than 3 million pilgrims joining
one of the world’s largest and most diverse gath-
erings, which serves as a reminder of the shared
roots of the world’s Abrahamic faiths.

To commemorate Eid al-Adha, Muslims
around the world are joining other faith com-

munities in offering their assistance to those
suffering from hunger, disease, and conflict.
Their service is a powerful example of the pos-
itive role that faith can play in motivating com-
munities to work together to address shared
challenges.

On behalf of the American people, we ex-
tend our warmest greetings during this Hajj
season. Eid Mubarak and Hajj Mabrour.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 16, 2013

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergen-
cy unless, within 90 days prior to the anniver-
sary date of its declaration, the President pub-

lishes in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the an-
niversary date. In accordance with this provi-
sion, I have sent to the Federal Register for
publication the enclosed notice stating that
the national emergency with respect to
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