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ed by Maj. Michael P. Wagner, USA, Army
Aide to the President. Following the presenta-
tion, Maj. Gen. Donald L. Rutherford, USA,
Army Chief of Chaplains, said a prayer.]

Well, let me say once again, not only to Will,
but all our men and women in uniform who
have served us with such incredible courage
and professionalism, that America is grateful
for you. To the families of those we’ve lost, we
will never forget.

And, Will, you are a remarkable role model
for all of us, and we’re very grateful for your
service.

We are going to have a reception after this. I
hear the food’s pretty good around here.
[Laughter] And so I hope all of you have a
chance to stay, and those of you who have a
chance to say thank you to Will, personally, ob-
viously, that’s very welcome.

I’m going to be exiting with Will and Mi-
chelle first. We’ll take a couple of pictures. But
enjoy yourselves this afternoon.

God bless America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:15 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Julia Buchholz and Carl
Swenson, parents, and Kelsey Long, girlfriend,
of Capt. Swenson; 1st Lt. Ademola D. Fabayo,
USMC, operations officer, Marine Embedded
Training Team; Sgt. Kevin Duerst, USA, heli-
copter crew chief, California National Guard;
and Charlene Westbrook, wife, and Zachary,
Joshua, and Joseph, sons, of SFC Kenneth
Westbrook, who died on October 7, 2009, from
wounds sustained in Afghanistan on Septem-
ber 8, 2009. The transcript released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also included the
reading of the citation and the prayer said by
Maj. Gen. Rutherford.

Statement on the Observance of the Hajj and Eid al-Adha
October 15, 2013

Michelle and I extend our best wishes for a
joyous Eid al-Adha to Muslims around the world
and congratulate those performing the Hajj this
year. As our Muslim neighbors and friends gath-
er for Eid celebrations, Muslim Americans are
among the more than 3 million pilgrims joining
one of the world’s largest and most diverse gath-
erings, which serves as a reminder of the shared
roots of the world’s Abrahamic faiths.

To commemorate Eid al-Adha, Muslims
around the world are joining other faith com-

munities in offering their assistance to those
suffering from hunger, disease, and conflict.
Their service is a powerful example of the pos-
itive role that faith can play in motivating com-
munities to work together to address shared
challenges.

On behalf of the American people, we ex-
tend our warmest greetings during this Hajj
season. Eid Mubarak and Hajj Mabrour.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to Significant Narcotics Traffickers Centered in Colombia
October 16, 2013

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emergen-
cies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the
automatic termination of a national emergen-
cy unless, within 90 days prior to the anniver-
sary date of its declaration, the President pub-

lishes in the Federal Register and transmits to
the Congress a notice stating that the emer-
gency is to continue in effect beyond the an-
niversary date. In accordance with this provi-
sion, I have sent to the Federal Register for
publication the enclosed notice stating that
the national emergency with respect to
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significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia declared in Executive Order 12978
of October 21, 1995, is to continue in effect
beyond October 21, 2013.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions of
significant narcotics traffickers centered in Co-
lombia continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security, for-
eign policy, and economy of the United States
and to cause an extreme level of violence, cor-
ruption, and harm in the United States and
abroad. For these reasons, I have determined

that it is necessary to continue the national
emergency declared in Executive Order 12978
with respect to significant narcotics traffickers
centered in Colombia.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
October 16, 2013.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message. The no-
tice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks on Senate Passage of Legislation To End the Federal Government
Shutdown and Increase the Public Debt Limit and an Exchange With
Reporters
October 16, 2013

The President. Good evening, everybody.
Tonight the Republicans and Democrats in
Congress have come together around an agree-
ment that will reopen our Government and re-
move the threat of default from our economy.

The Senate has now voted to approve this
agreement, and Democrats and Republicans in
the House still have an important vote to take,
but I want to thank the leaders of both parties
for getting us to this point. Once this agree-
ment arrives on my desk, I will sign it immedi-
ately. We’ll begin reopening our Government
immediately, and we can begin to lift this cloud
of uncertainty and unease from our businesses
and from the American people.

I’ll have more to say about this tomorrow.
And I’ve got some thoughts about how we can
move forward in the remainder of the year and
stay focused on the job at hand, because
there’s a lot of work ahead of us, including our
need to earn back the trust of the American
people that’s been lost over the last few weeks.
And we can begin to do that by addressing the
real issues that they care about.

I’ve said it before; I’ll say it again: I am will-
ing to work with anybody, I am eager to work
with anybody—Democrat or Republican,
House or Senate Members—on any idea that

will grow our economy, create new jobs,
strengthen the middle class, and get our fiscal
house in order for the long term. I’ve never be-
lieved that Democrats have a monopoly on
good ideas. And despite the differences over
the issue of shutting down our Government,
I’m convinced that Democrats and Republi-
cans can work together to make progress for
America.

In fact, there are things that we know will
help strengthen our economy that we could get
done before this year is out. We still need to
pass a law to fix our broken immigration sys-
tem. We still need to pass a farm bill. And with
the shutdown behind us and budget commit-
tees forming, we now have an opportunity to
focus on a sensible budget that is responsible,
that is fair, and that helps hard-working people
all across this country.

And we could get all these things done even
this year if everybody comes together in a spirit
of how are we going to move this country for-
ward and put the last 3 weeks behind us. That’s
what I believe the American people are look-
ing for: not a focus on politics, not a focus on
elections, but a focus on the concrete steps
that can improve their lives. That’s going to be
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