Nuclear Energy Partnership, to strengthen
global nuclear security.

The Leaders stressed the need for diploma-
cy to resolve outstanding issues relating to
Iran’s nuclear program, and called on Iran to
comply with its TAEA and UN Security Coun-
cil obligations.

The two Leaders also deplored the use of
chemical weapons in Syria, stressing that the
global norm against the use of chemical weap-
ons by anyone and anywhere must be main-
tained.

Consistent with the U.S. rebalance to Asia
and India’s Look East policy, the Leaders ex-
pressed a desire to partner more closely with
other Asia-Pacific countries, including greater
coordination with Japan, China and ASEAN,
among others, including through the evolving
institutional architecture of the region. The
Leaders share a commitment to support re-
gional multilateral institutions as they continue
to develop into effective bodies built on inter-
national rules and norms that can address
shared challenges.

Noting the contributions of Indian peace-
keepers to global peace and stability for 60
years, the Leaders decided to expand their
United Nations peacekeeping cooperation, in-
cluding capacity-building efforts with third
countries. Reaffirming that in the years ahead,
the United States looks forward to a reformed
UN Security Council with India as a perma-
nent member, President Obama and Prime
Minister Singh agreed that both their nations
bear a responsibility to ensure that the Security
Council continues to effectively play the role in
maintaining international peace and security
envisioned in the United Nations Charter.
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Building on ongoing consultations between
India and the United States on East Asia, Cen-
tral Asia, and West Asia, and the trilateral dia-
logue mechanisms with Afghanistan and Japan
respectively, the Leaders agreed to expand
their consultations to include a dialogue on the
Indian Ocean Region, to deepen coordination
on cross-cutting issues including maritime se-
curity and conservation of natural resources.

The Leaders resolved to work together to
end extreme poverty, including through ex-
panding efforts to end preventable child
deaths through the Child Survival Call to Ac-
tion. Fifty years after the launch of India’s own
agricultural “Green Revolution,” the Leaders
applauded their countries” work together with
African partners Kenya, Malawi, and Liberia to
provide capacity building and exchange best
practices for food security.

Looking forward, President Obama and
Prime Minister Singh recognized that in-
creased cooperation in these areas will
strengthen the United States-India strategic
partnership, highlighting shared democratic
values and the capabilities the United States
and India have to work together across Asia
and around the globe. The two countries have
crossed a threshold in their relations where
both recognize that successes at home and
abroad are further advanced by their coopera-
tion.

Today’s meeting demonstrates that the in-
terests of the United States and India continue
to converge, and this partnership will indeed
be a defining one for the 21st century.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement—United States-India Joint Declaration on Defense

Cooperation
September 27, 2013

India-United States defense cooperation
and engagement has increased significantly
over the past decade, in step with the overall
deepening of India-U.S. relations. We contin-
ue to work toward achieving the full vision of

AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION
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expanded defense cooperation set forth in the
2005 New Framework Agreement.

In this context, India and the United States
endorse the following general principles for
fulfilling this vision:
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e The United States and India share com-
mon security interests and place each
other at the same level as their closest
partners. This principle will apply with
respect to defense technology transfer,
trade, research, co-development and co-
production for defense articles and ser-
vices, including the most advanced and
sophisticated technology. They will work
to improve licensing processes, and,
where applicable, follow expedited li-
cense approval processes to facilitate this
cooperation. The United States and India
are also committed to protecting each
other’s sensitive technology and informa-
tion.

e The United States continues to fully sup-
port India’s full membership in the four
international export control regimes,

Remarks on the Federal Budget
September 27, 2013

Good afternoon, everybody. Before I discuss
the situation in Congress, let me say a few
things about two important opportunities in
our foreign policy.

Iran

Just now I spoke on the phone with Presi-
dent Rouhani of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The two of us discussed our ongoing efforts to
reach an agreement over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram. I reiterated to President Rouhani what I
said in New York: While there will surely be
important obstacles to moving forward and
success is by no means guaranteed, I believe
we can reach a comprehensive solution.

I've directed Secretary Kerry to continue
pursuing this diplomatic effort with the Iranian
Government. We had constructive discussions
yesterday in New York with our partners, the
European Union, the United Kingdom,
France, Germany, Russia, and China, together
with the Iranian Foreign Minister. Going for-
ward, President Rouhani and I have directed
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which would further facilitate technology
sharing.

e The two sides will continue their efforts
to strengthen mutual understanding of
their respective procurement systems
and approval processes, and to address
process-related  difficulties in defense
trade, technology transfer, and collabora-
tion.

The two sides look forward to the identifica-
tion of specific opportunities for cooperative
and collaborative projects in advanced defense
technologies and systems, within the next year.
Such opportunities will be pursued by both
sides in accordance with their national policies
and procedures, in a manner that would reflect
the full potential of the relationship.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

our teams to continue working expeditiously,
in cooperation with the P-5-plus-1, to pursue
an agreement. And throughout this process,
we’ll stay in close touch with our friends and al-
lies in the region, including Israel.

Now, we're mindful of all the challenges
ahead. The very fact that this was the first com-
munication between an American and Iranian
President since 1979 underscores the deep
mistrust between our countries, but it also in-
dicates the prospect of moving beyond that dif-
ficult history.

I do believe that there is a basis for a resolu-
tion. Iran’s Supreme Leader has issued a fatwa
against the development of nuclear weapons.
President Rouhani has indicated that Iran will
never develop nuclear weapons. I've made
clear that we respect the right of the Iranian
people to access peaceful nuclear energy in the
context of Iran meeting its obligations. So the
test will be meaningful, transparent, and verifi-
able actions, which can also bring relief from
the comprehensive international sanctions that
are currently in place.
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