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other NATO members at that time. The Czech
Republic, the Republic of Hungary, the Re-
public of Poland, Spain, the Republic of Bul-
garia, the Republic of Estonia, the Republic of
Latvia, the Republic of Lithuania, Romania,
the Slovak Republic, and the Republic of Slo-
venia subsequently became parties to the
ATOMAL Agreement. The New Party has
signed this agreement and has indicated its
willingness to be bound by it. The ATOMAL
Agreement with respect to the New Party
meets the requirements of the Atomic Energy
Act of 1954, as amended. Although the ATO-
MAL Agreement continues in force with re-
spect to the United States and the other cur-
rent parties to it, it will not become effective as
an agreement for cooperation authorizing the
exchange of atomic information with respect to
the New Party until completion of procedures
prescribed by sections 123 and 144 b. of the
Atomic Energy Act of 1954, as amended.

For more than 40 years, the ATOMAL
Agreement has served as the framework within
which NATO and the other NATO members
that have become parties to this agreement
have received the information that is necessary
to an understanding and knowledge of, and
participation in, the political and strategic con-
sensus upon which the collective military ca-
pacity of the Alliance depends. This agreement
permits only the transfer of atomic informa-
tion, not weapons, nuclear material, or equip-
ment. Participation in the ATOMAL Agree-

ment will give the New Party the same stand-
ing within the Alliance with regard to nuclear
matters as that of the other current parties to
the ATOMAL Agreement. This is important
for the cohesiveness of the Alliance and will
enhance its effectiveness.

I have considered the views and recommen-
dations of the Department of Defense (DOD)
and other interested agencies in reviewing the
ATOMAL Agreement and have determined
that its performance, including the proposed
cooperation and the proposed communication
of Restricted Data thereunder with respect to
the New Party, will promote, and will not con-
stitute an unreasonable risk to, the common
defense and security. Accordingly, T have ap-
proved the ATOMAL Agreement with respect
to the New Party and authorized the DOD to
cooperate with the New Party in the context of
NATO upon satisfaction of the requirements
of section 123 of the Atomic Energy Act of
1954, as amended.

The 60-day continuous session period pro-
vided for in section 123 begins upon receipt of
this submission.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 18, 2013.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message.

Remarks at a Meeting of the President’s Export Council

September 19, 2013

The President. Everybody, please have a
seat. Have a seat. Well, it is good to see all of
you. I know that we’ve got a

[At this point, Export Council Chairman W.
James McNerney, Jr., reached over and turned
on the President’s microphone].

The President. Whoops. All right.

Chairman McNerney. There you go.

The President. T know that we've got a few
new members, in fact, some folks that were
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just appointed and immediately got to work.
And so we're thrilled to see all of you. And
then there are the grizzled veterans of the Ex-
port Council—[laughter]—although you don’t
look grizzled. You guys look great.

Obviously, I want to thank Jim and Ursula at
the outset for their outstanding leadership in
this entire process. This week marks the fifth
anniversary of the collapse of Lehman Broth-
ers and an incredible financial crisis that devas-
tated not just the financial sector, but the en-



tire economy, and people lost jobs and homes
and savings.

And for the last 5 years, we have worked our
way back because of the incredible grit and re-
silience of the American people, because the
outstanding dynamism of our business sectors,
because of, I think, some timely work on the
part of this administration and other agencies
to make sure that we were responsive to the
immediate needs of the American people, but
also looking at how we can start initiating some
structural changes that are going to make a dif-
ference over the long term and rebuild our
economy.

We're not where we need to be yet. But
with 7% million new jobs created in the private
sector, with the housing market beginning to
recover, with our energy transformation con-
tinuing in a way that, I think, many people
would not have anticipated 20 years ago, where
we're now at a point where domestic produc-
tion is actually starting to exceed imports—
across all these fronts, there are some very pos-
itive pieces of news. But I tell you, one of the
biggest bright spots in our economy has been
exports: the fact that “Made in America”
means something and has provided a boost to
our domestic economy and has reminded the
world just how competitive we are.

This has been a top priority from the start.
Part of the reason we set up this Export Coun-
cil was to make sure that we were in a position
to meet our goal of doubling exports during the
course of a fairly short period of time. And we
now sell more goods overseas than ever before.

Jason, correct me if 'm wrong, but I think
our current account deficit and trade deficits
have narrowed as significantly as we’ve seen in
a very long time. Now, part of that is because
we're importing less foreign oil and increasing
domestic production, but a lot of it is because
we're selling a lot of great products all around
the world. And this Council has done a great
job in helping to guide our policies.

We've got large businesses; we've got small
businesses; we've got medium-sized business-
es. We've got services as well as manufacturers.
And your input has been enormously impor-
tant in this entire process.
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Part of what we’ve seen is a continued trans-
formation in American business to become
more competitive and more productive. And I
would be remiss to say, since it’s in the news
quite a bit—to note that one of the reasons our
businesses are more competitive is because
health care costs have actually stabilized rela-
tive to what we had been seeing in previous
years. Just an interesting statistic here for folks
who may be interested. [Laughter]

Thanks in part to the Affordable Care Act,
also known as Obamacare—[laughter]—the
cost of health care is now growing at the slow-
est rate in 50 years. Employer-based health
care costs are growing at about one-third of the
rate of a decade ago. And just yesterday CMS
estimated that health care spending grew at its
second slowest rate ever in 2012, will grow at
its third slowest rate ever in 2013, grew at its
slowest rate in 2011. So the 3 years since
Obamacare passed, we've seen the slowest
growth in health care costs on record.

Now, I think this is critically important to
recognize because one of the huge competitive
disadvantages that our businesses have had is
that we—American businesses—oftentimes
are shouldering health care costs that their
competitors are not, because they've had a
more efficient, more effective system. And so
for us—and when we passed the Affordable
Care Act, by the way, there were all kinds of
arguments about how all the cost savings
weren’t very meaningful and weren’t going to
do a lot and we weren't really bending the cost
curve. And well, it turns out actually a lot of
what we’ve done is starting to bear real fruit,
and it has an impact on the bottom lines of
American businesses as well as the American
people.

So if the current trends hold, and all esti-
mates are that in fact they will—this is not just
a byproduct of or hangover from the reces-
sion—we’re going to see a continuing slowing
of increases in health care costs. That’s going
to boost our exports.

Now, we can still do more when it comes to
exports, and thanks in part to new trade deals
that I've signed as well as obviously really great
products and services that you've all designed,
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America now exports more to the rest of the
world than ever before. We're on track to ex-
port even more this year. Last year, $1 billion
in exports supported nearly 50,000 jobs—or
5,000 jobs in the United States. So for every
billion dollars that we sell, that’s 5,000 new
jobs right here in the United States.

And so we're really focused on how do we
keep that momentum going. Our new Trade
Rep, our new Ambassador, Michael Froman,
who many of you have had a chance to work
with when he was in the White House, is in the
process of trying to complete negotiations
around a Trans-Pacific Partnership. You're
talking about the largest, most dynamic, fastest
growing market in the world.

And because of some incredibly hard work
by Michael and the previous Trade Represen-
tative, Ron Kirk, we are very far along in trying
to get that deal done: raising standards; open-
ing up markets that previously have been
closed; getting the kinds of protections, like
IPR protections, that are so important to
American businesses since we typically are the
best innovators; making sure that services are
allowed to compete in many of these markets,
because we do services better than anybody
else and those are markets that oftentimes are
the most parochial, most encumbered by regu-
lation and have most frequently been closed.

So we're going to be pushing ahead not only
on the Trans-Pacific Partnership, but we also
have now our transatlantic effort, where we
can see if we can enhance what is already ro-
bust trade with Europe. It amounts to the larg-
est trading relationship in the world by far, and
we think we can do even better. And so we're
going to be moving on that front as well.

We're going to need trade promotion au-
thority through Congress. And this is an area
where, so far at least, Mitch McConnell says
he’s for it, and that’s good. And so we may be
able to get some good bipartisan support to get
that done.

But let me just make a couple of closing
comments about how important this Export
Council has been. One thing that I think a lot
of people aren’t aware of, at least until they get
involved in policymaking around exports, is
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tourism is an export. When foreign visitors
come here and spend money, that is tallied as a
U.S. export. And thanks to people like Bob
Iger at Walt Disney and others, we have made
enormous progress over the last several years
in boosting tourism in the United States, mak-
ing it easier for foreign visitors to get visas,
making it easier for them to come here and en-
joy the incredible attractions that we have here
in the United States. That's making a big dif-
ference. A lot of the ideas about how we could
do that were generated from, initially, these ef-
forts.

So I use that as an example just to say that
this is not a—just a bunch of show horses here,
these are some work horses. And I believe it’s
fair to say—and I think Jim and Ursula will
confirm—that if any of you have good ideas
about how we can further promote exports, put
them on the table. You will find an administra-
tion that is ready and willing to put their shoul-
der behind the wheel to actually get it done.

And I know that our new Secretary of Com-
merce, Penny Pritzker, who is coming directly
from the business world, understands how im-
portant it is for us to be able to execute and not
just generate a bunch of white papers that get
filed off in some dusty file somewhere. We
want to make sure that we’re moving on all
fronts very aggressively.

So with that, I just want to say how much I
appreciate all your participation. I want to say
a—make a special note to some of the small
businesses that have been represented here,
because what we’ve seen is that when small
and medium-sized businesses can cut through
the redtape and understand how to export, ac-
tually they can compete pretty well. And that’s
an area where we can make some significant
progress.

Obviously, big companies like Xerox or Boe-
ing, we want to keep on growing them because
small businesses are up and down the supply
chain and are—when we sell a bunch of air-
planes, a lot of small businesses and medium-
sized businesses are benefiting from that as
well.

But I am very enthusiastic about this. I think
Jim, at least, will confirm that I'm happy to go



out and make sales. I'm expecting a gold
watch—[laughter]—from Boeing at the end of
my Presidency because I know that I'm on the
list of top salesmen at Boeing. And that applies
to all of you.

And T also notice that we've got some won-
derful elected officials here, folks like Gover-
nor Fallin. Part of what we want to do is also
coordinate State and Federal and local efforts,
because right now our competitors—the Ger-
manys, a lot of the European countries—they
have a very tight, very aggressive, very well co-
ordinated effort to make sales around the
world. Sometimes, because we’re so big and,
frankly, we’ve been such a dominant economy
for a long time, that our sales pitches and ef-
forts have been a little more scattered and a lit-
tle more diffuse.

So one of the functions that this Export
Council can serve is as a clearinghouse and a
coordinating mechanism to make sure that if
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Oklahoma is trying to pitch something or help
one of their businesses that they are in touch
with Federal counterparts and they can do a
much more effective job. All right?

So what I think we’re going to do now is
we're going to clear out the press. 'm going to
have a chance to come around and say hello to
everybody and say thank you. And then the

conversation will continue. All right?

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:14 a.m. in
Room 350 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Exec-
utive Office Building. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Ursula M. Burns, Vice Chair, Presi-
dent’s Export Council; Chairman of the Coun-
cil of Economic Advisers Jason L. Furman;
Robert A. Iger, chairman and chief executive
officer, Walt Disney Co.; and Gov. Mary Fallin
of Oklahoma. He also referred to the Centers
for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS);
and intellectual property rights (IPR).

Remarks at the Ford Motor Company Stamping Plant in Liberty, Missouri

September 20, 2013

The President. Hello, Missouri! Everybody
give Jordan a big round of applause.

I just want to say about Jordan—third gen-
eration Ford employee—she’s going to school
during the week, works at the plant on the
weekends, getting a degree in business man-
agement and will be taking Alan’s place run-
ning the company in about—({laughter]—I
don’t know—oh, it may take a few years. But
we're so proud of her. And congratulations for
everything that she represents. When you see
young people like that who are working so
hard, making something of themselves, and are
rooted in a community like this one, it really
makes you proud.

Before I get started, there are a couple other
folks that I want to introduce; they’re are work-
ing for you day in, day out. First of all, your
outstanding Governor, Jay Nixon, and his wife
Georganne. The plant might not have been
here had it not been for the great work of Jay.
So that’s important to know.

We've got my outstanding Secretary of
Health and Human Services, former Governor

of Kansas, Kathleen Sebelius is in the house.
She basically just came because her son and his
fiancee are here. [Laughter] But we're glad
she’s here.

One of my greatest friends and just a tough,
smart, dedicated public servant, Senator Claire
McCaskill is here. Give Claire a big round of
applause. Your former mayor, preacher, can do
everything, Emanuel Cleaver is in the house.
Current mayor of Kansas City, Sly James is
here. Mayor of Kansas City, Kansas, Mark Hol-
land is here. And the mayor right here in Lib-
erty, Lyndell Brenton and his lovely wife Rox-
ann are here. Where are they? There they are.

Now, when T said T was flying into Kansas
City to see an incredible success story in ac-
tion, I did not think I was going to be talking
about the Chiefs. [Applause] Before you get
carried away, I just want to point out that the
Bears are 2-0. [Laughter]

Audience members. Boo!

The President. I'm just saying. [Laughter]
And we're actually able to pass more than 10
yards. [Laughter] Just a little trash-talking.
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