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The use of chemical weapons anywhere in
the world is an affront to human dignity and a
threat to the security of people everywhere.
We have a duty to preserve a world free from
the fear of chemical weapons for our children.

Statement on the 50th Anniversary
Bombing in Birmingham, Alabama
September 15, 2013

Today we remember Addie Mae Collins,
Denise McNair, Carole Robertson, and Cyn-
thia Wesley, who were killed 50 years ago in
the 16th Street Baptist Church bombing.
That horrific day in Birmingham, Alabama,
quickly became a defining moment for the
civil rights movement. It galvanized Ameri-
cans all across the country to stand up for
equality and broadened support for a move-
ment that would eventually lead to the pas-

Today marks an important step towards
achieving this goal.

NOTE: The statement referred to President
Bashar al-Asad of Syria.

of the 16th Street Baptist Church

sage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Earlier
this year, I was honored to meet with family
members of those four precious little girls as
America posthumously awarded them the
Congressional Gold Medal, one of our Na-
tion’s highest civilian honors.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 360, ap-
proved May 24, which was assigned Public
Law No. 113-11.

Statement on the Withdrawal of Lawrence H. Summers From Consideration
To Be Chairman of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System

September 15, 2013

Earlier today I spoke with Larry Summers
and accepted his decision to withdraw his
name from consideration for Chairman of the
Federal Reserve. Larry was a critical member
of my team as we faced down the worst eco-
nomic crisis since the Great Depression, and it
was in no small part because of his expertise,

Remarks on the National Economy
September 16, 2013

Shooting at the Washington Navy Yard in
Washington, DC

Good afternoon, everybody. Please have a
seat. Before I begin, let me say a few words
about the tragedy that’s unfolding not far away
from here at the Washington Navy Yard. Now,
that’s part of why our event today was delayed.

I've been briefed by my team on the situa-
tion. We still don’t know all the facts, but we
do know that several people have been shot
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wisdom, and leadership that we wrestled the
economy back to growth and made the kind of
progress we are seeing today. I will always be
grateful to Larry for his tireless work and ser-
vice on behalf of his country, and I look for-
ward to continuing to seek his guidance and
counsel in the future.

and some have been killed. So we are confront-
ing yet another mass shooting, and today it
happened on a military installation in our Na-
tion’s Capital.

It’s a shooting that targeted our military and
civilian personnel. These are men and women
who were going to work, doing their job, pro-
tecting all of us. They're patriots, and they
know the dangers of serving abroad, but today
they faced the unimaginable violence that they
wouldn’t have expected here at home.
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