Sept. 7/ Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

But we are the United States of America.
We cannot turn a blind eye to images like the
ones we've seen out of Syria. Failing to re-
spond to this outrageous attack would increase
the risk that chemical weapons could be used
again, that they would fall into the hands of ter-
rorists who might use them against us, and it
would send a horrible signal to other nations
that there would be no consequences for their
use of these weapons, all of which would pose a
serious threat to our national security.

That’s why we can’t ignore chemical weap-
ons attacks like this one, even if they happen
halfway around the world. And that’s why I call

on Members of Congress from both parties to
come together and stand up for the kind of
world we want to live in, the kind of world we
want to leave our children and future genera-
tions.

Thank you.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:20 p.m. on September 3 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on September 7. The transcript was made
available by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 6, but was embargoed for re-
lease until 6 a.m. on September 7.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With

Respect to Certain Terrorist Attacks
September 10, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. Consistent with this provision, I have sent
to the Federal Register the enclosed notice,
stating that the emergency declared in Procla-
mation 7463 with respect to the terrorist at-
tacks on the United States of September 11,

2001, is to continue in effect for an additional
year.

The terrorist threat that led to the declara-
tion on September 14, 2001, of a national
emergency continues. For this reason, I have
determined that it is necessary to continue in
effect after September 14, 2013, the national
emergency with respect to the terrorist threat.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
September 10, 2013.

NoOTE: The notice is listed in Appendix D at
the end of this volume.

Address to the Nation on the Situation in Syria

September 10, 2013

My fellow Americans, tonight I want to talk
to you about Syria: why it matters and where
we go from here.

Over the past 2 years, what began as a series
of peaceful protests against the repressive re-
gime of Bashar al-Asad has turned into a brutal
civil war. Over 100,000 people have been
killed. Millions have fled the country. In that
time, America has worked with allies to pro-
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vide humanitarian support, to help the moder-
ate opposition, and to shape a political settle-
ment. But I have resisted calls for military ac-
tion because we cannot resolve someone else’s
civil war through force, particularly after a de-
cade of war in Iraq and Afghanistan.

The situation profoundly changed, though,
on August 21, when Asad’s Government gassed
to death over a thousand people, including



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T08:51:22-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




