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Remarks on Presenting the Medal of Honor to Staff Sergeant Clinton L.
Romesha
February 11, 2013

The President. Please be seated, everybody.
Good afternoon. And on behalf of Michelle
and myself, welcome to the White House.

Every day at the White House, we receive
thousands of letters from folks all across Amer-
ica. And at night, upstairs in my study, I read a
few. About 3 years ago, I received a letter from
a mom in West Virginia. Her son, Stephan, a
specialist in the Army, just 21 years old, had
given his life in Afghanistan. She had received
the condolence letter that I’d sent to her fami-
ly, as I send to every family of the fallen. And
she wrote me back: “Mr. President,” she said,
“you wrote me a letter telling me that my son
was a hero. I just wanted you to know what
kind of hero he was.”

“My son was a great soldier,” she wrote. “As
far back as I can remember, Stephan wanted to
serve his country.” She spoke of how he “loved
his brothers in B Troop,” how he “would do
anything for them.” And of the brave actions
that would cost Stephan his life, she wrote,
“His sacrifice was driven by pure love.”

Today we are honored to be joined by
Stephan’s mother Vanessa and his father Larry.
Please stand, Vanessa and Larry.

We’re joined by the families of the seven
other patriots who also gave their lives that
day. Can we please have them stand so we can
acknowledge them as well.

We’re joined by members of Bravo Troop,
whose courage that day was driven by pure
love. And we gather to present the Medal of
Honor to one of these soldiers: Staff Sergeant
Clinton L. Romesha.

Clint, this is our Nation’s highest military
decoration. It reflects the gratitude of our en-
tire country. So we’re joined by Members of
Congress; leaders from across our Armed
Forces, including Secretary of Defense Leon
Panetta, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Marty Dempsey, Army Secretary John
McHugh, and Army Chief of Staff General Ray
Odierno. We are especially honored to be
joined by Clint’s 4th Infantry Division—“Iron

Horse”—soldiers, and members of the Medal
of Honor Society, who today welcome you into
their ranks.

Now, despite all this attention, you may al-
ready have a sense that Clint is a pretty humble
guy. We just spent some time together in the
Oval Office. He grew up in Lake City, Califor-
nia, population less than a hundred. We wel-
comed his family, including mom and dad,
Tish and Gary. Clint—I hope he doesn’t
mind—he shared that Clint was actually born
at home. These days, Clint works in the oil-
fields of North Dakota. He is a man of faith,
and after more than a decade in uniform, he
says the thing he looks forward to the most is
just being a husband and a father.

In fact, this is not even the biggest event for
Clint this week because tomorrow he and his
wife Tammy will celebrate their 13th wedding
anniversary. Clint and Tammy, this is probably
not the kind of intimate anniversary you
planned. [Laughter] But we’re so glad that
you’re here, along with your three beautiful
children: Dessi, Gwen, and Colin. Colin is not
as shy as Clint. [Laughter] He was in the Oval
Office, and he was racing around pretty good
and sampled a number of the apples before he
found the one that was just right. [Laughter]

Now, to truly understand the extraordinary
actions for which Clint is being honored, you
need to understand the almost unbelievable
conditions under which he and B Troop
served. This was a time, in 2009, when many of
our troops still served in small, rugged out-
posts, even as our commanders were shifting
their focus to larger towns and cities. So Com-
bat Outpost Keating was a collection of build-
ings of concrete and plywood with trenches
and sandbags.

Of all the outposts in Afghanistan, Keating
was among the most remote. It sat at the bot-
tom of a steep valley, surrounded by moun-
tains, terrain that a later investigation said gave
“ideal” cover for insurgents to attack. COP Ke-
ating, the investigation found, was “tactically
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indefensible.” But that’s what these soldiers
were asked to do: defend the indefensible.

The attack came in the morning, just as the
Sun rose. Some of our guys were standing
guard. Most, like Clint, were still sleeping. The
explosions shook them out of their beds and
sent them rushing for their weapons. And
soon, the awful odds became clear: These 53
Americans were surrounded by more than 300
Taliban fighters.

What happened next has been described as
one of the most intense battles of the entire
war in Afghanistan. The attackers had the ad-
vantage: the high ground, the mountains
above. And they were unleashing everything
they had: rocket-propelled grenades, heavy
machineguns, mortars, snipers taking aim. To
those Americans down below, the fire was
coming in from every single direction. They’d
never seen anything like it.

With gunfire impacting all around him,
Clint raced to one of the barracks and grabbed
a machinegun. He took aim at one of the ene-
my machine teams and took it out. A rocket-
propelled grenade exploded, sending shrapnel
into his hip, his arm, and his neck. But he kept
fighting, disregarding his own wounds, and
tending to an injured comrade instead.

Then, over the radio, came words no soldier
ever wants to hear: “Enemy in the wire.” The
Taliban had penetrated the camp. They were
taking over buildings. The combat was close, at
times as close as 10 feet. When Clint took aim
at three of them, they never took another step.

But still, the enemy advanced. So the Amer-
icans pulled back, to buildings that were easier
to defend, to make one last stand. One of them
was later compared to the Alamo—one of
them later compared it to the Alamo. Keating,
it seemed, was going to be overrun. And that’s
when Clint Romesha decided to retake that
camp.

Clint gathered up his guys, and they began
to fight their way back, storming one building,
then another, pushing the enemy back, having
to actually shoot up at the enemy in the moun-
tains above. By now, most of the camp was on
fire. Amid the flames and smoke, Clint stood in

a doorway, calling in airstrikes that shook the
earth all around them.

Over the radio, they heard comrades who
were pinned down in a Humvee. So Clint and
his team unloaded everything they had into the
enemy positions. And with that cover, three
wounded Americans made their escape, in-
cluding a grievously injured Stephan Mace.

But more Americans, their bodies, were still
out there. And Clint Romesha lives the Sol-
dier’s Creed: “I will never leave a fallen com-
rade.” So he and his team started charging as
enemy fire poured down. And they kept charg-
ing: 50 meters; 80 meters; ultimately, a 100-
meter run through a hail of bullets. And they
reached their fallen friends, and they brought
them home.

Now, throughout history, the question has
often been asked, why? Why do those in uni-
form take such extraordinary risks? And what
compels them to such courage? You ask Clint
and any of these soldiers who are here today,
and they’ll tell you. Yes, they fight for their
country, and they fight for our freedom. Yes,
they fight to come home to their families. But
most of all, they fight for each other, to keep
each other safe and to have each other’s backs.

When I called Clint to tell him that he
would receive this medal, he said he was hon-
ored, but he also said, “It wasn’t just me out
there; it was a team effort.” And so today we al-
so honor this American team, including those
who made the ultimate sacrifice: Private First
Class Kevin Thomson, who would have turned
26 years old today; Sergeant Michael Scusa;
Sergeant Joshua Kirk; Sergeant Christopher
Griffin; Staff Sergeant Justin Gallegos; Staff
Sergeant Vernon Martin; Sergeant Joshua
Hardt; and Specialist Stephan Mace.

Each of these patriots gave their lives look-
ing out for each other. In a battle that raged
all day, that brand of selflessness was dis-
played again and again and again: soldiers ex-
posing themselves to enemy fire to pull a
comrade to safety, tending to each other’s
wounds, performing “buddy transfusions”—
giving each other their own blood. And if you
seek a measure of that day, you need to look
no further than the medals and ribbons that
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grace their chests: for their sustained hero-
ism, 37 Army Commendation Medals; for
their wounds, 27 Purple Hearts; for their val-
or, 18 Bronze Stars; for their gallantry, 9 Sil-
ver Stars.

These men were outnumbered, out-
gunned, and almost overrun. Looking back,
one of them said, “I’m surprised any of us
made it out.” But they are here today, and I
would ask these soldiers, this band of broth-
ers, to stand and accept the gratitude of our
entire Nation.

There were many lessons from COP Keat-
ing. One of them is that our troops should nev-
er, ever, be put in a position where they have
to defend the indefensible. But that’s what
these soldiers did for each other, in sacrifice,
driven by pure love. And because they did,
eight grieving families were at least able to
welcome their soldiers home one last time.
And more than 40 American soldiers are alive
today to carry on, to keep alive the memory of
their fallen brothers, to help make sure that
this country that we love so much remains
strong and free.

What was it that turned the tide that day?
How was it that so few Americans prevailed
against so many? As we prepare for the reading
of the citation, I leave you with the words of
Clint himself, because they say something
about our Army and they say something about
America. They say something about our spirit,
which will never be broken. “We weren’t going
to be beat that day,” Clint said. “You’re not go-
ing to back down in the face of adversity like

that. We were just going to win, plain and sim-
ple.”

God bless you, Clint Romesha, and all of
your team. God bless all who serve. And God
bless the United States of America.

With that, I’d like the citation to be read.

[At this point, Maj. Gary Marlowe, USAF, Air
Force Aide to the President, read the citation.
The President then presented the medal, assist-
ed by Lt. Col. Owen G. Ray, USA, Army Aide
to the President. Following the presentation of
the medal, Maj. Gen. Donald L. Rutherford,
USA, Army Chief of Chaplains, said a prayer.]

The President. Well, thank you, everybody.
Most of all, thank you for Clint and the entire
team for their extraordinary service and devo-
tion to our country.

We’re going to have an opportunity to cele-
brate, and there’s going to be a wonderful re-
ception. I hear the food around here is pretty
good; I know the band is good; and Colin really
needs to get down. [Laughter]

So enjoy, everybody. Give our newest recip-
ient of the Medal of Honor a big round of ap-
plause once again.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:40 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Martishia Rogers and
Gary Romesha, parents of S. Sgt. Romesha.
The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the reading of
the citation.

Statement on the Resignation of Karen G. Mills as Administrator of the
Small Business Administration
February 11, 2013

I want to thank Administrator Mills for her
outstanding work on behalf of America’s small-
business owners and entrepreneurs. I asked
Karen to lead the Small Business Administra-
tion because I knew she had the skills and ex-
perience to help America’s small businesses re-
cover from the worst economic crisis in gener-
ations, and that’s exactly what she’s done. Over

the last 4 years, Karen has made it easier for
small businesses to interact with the Federal
Government by reducing paperwork and cut-
ting through redtape. She has played a leading
role in my administration’s efforts to support
startups and entrepreneurs. And she was in-
strumental in the passage of the Small Busi-
ness Jobs Act. Because of Karen’s hard work
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