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Hi, everybody. In the coming weeks, we
face some important decisions about how to
pay down our debt in a way that grows our
economy and creates good jobs, decisions that
will make a real difference in the strength and
pace of our recovery.

We began this year with economists and
business leaders saying that we are poised to
grow in 2013, and there are real signs of prog-
ress. Home prices are starting to climb again.
Car sales are at a 5-year high. Manufacturing is
roaring back. Our businesses created 2.2 mil-
lion jobs last year. And we just learned that our
economy created more jobs over the last few
months than economists originally thought.

But this week, we also received the first esti-
mate of America’s economic growth over the
last few months. And it reminded us that bad
decisions in Washington can get in the way of
our economic progress.

We all agree that it’s critical to cut unneces-
sary spending. But we can’t just cut our way to
prosperity. It hasn’t worked in the past, and it
won’t work today. It could slow down our re-
covery, it could weaken our economy, and it
could cost us jobs, not just now, but in the fu-
ture.

What we need instead is a balanced ap-
proach, an approach that says let’s cut what we
can’t afford, but let’s make the investments we
can’t afford to live without: investments in edu-
cation and infrastructure, research and devel-
opment, the things that will help America com-
pete for the best jobs and new industries.
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Already, Republicans and Democrats have
worked together to reduce our deficits by $2.5
trillion. That’s a good start. But to get the rest
of the way, we need a balanced set of reforms.

For example, we need to lower the cost of
health care in programs like Medicare that are
the biggest drivers of our deficit, without just
passing the burden off to seniors. And these re-
forms must go hand in hand with eliminating
excess spending in our Tax Code so that the
wealthiest individuals and biggest corporations
can’t take advantage of loopholes and deduc-
tions that aren’t available to most Americans.

Two thousand thirteen can be a year of solid
growth, more jobs, and higher wages. But that
will only happen if we put a stop to self-inflict-
ed wounds in Washington. Everyone in Wash-
ington needs to focus not on politics, but on
what’s right for the country, on what’s right for
you and your families. That’s how we’ll get our
economy growing faster, that's how we'll
strengthen our middle class, and that’s how
we’'ll build a country that rewards the effort
and determination of every single American.

Thanks. And have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 3:50 p.m. on February 1 in the Roos-
evelt Room at the White House for broadcast
on February 2. The transcript was made avail-
able by the Office of the Press Secretary on
February 1, but was embargoed for release un-
til 6 a.m. on February 2.

Remarks at the Minneapolis Police Department’s Special Operations Center

in Minneapolis, Minnesota
February 4, 2013

Hello, everybody. Please have a seat. Have a
seat.

Well, it is good to be back in Minnesota. It is
good to be back. Although I was commenting
that they don’t really have winter in Washing-
ton, DC. [Laughter] So TI've gotten soft over

these last 4 years. When I was in Chicago, this
was nothing. Now it’s something. [Laughter]
But I'm grateful for all of you being here today.
I want to thank Chief Harteau and the entire
Minneapolis Police Department for having me
here today.

75



Feb. 4 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

There are a number of other people that I
just want to acknowledge here. First of all, a
wonderful man and one of America’s greatest
public servants is here: Walter Mondale, for-
mer Vice President. Your outstanding Gover-
nor, Mark Dayton, is here. Two great mayors:
Mayor R.T. Rybak of Minneapolis and Mayor
Chris Coleman of St. Paul. And your outstand-
ing congressional delegation: Senator Amy
Klobuchar, Senator Al Franken, Representa-
tive Keith Ellison, and Representative Betty
McCollum.

And T should acknowledge my outstanding
Attorney General—what’s your name again?
[Laughter] He does a great job every single
day, and I could not be prouder of Eric Holder
for his leadership on this issue in particular.

Now, I just had a chance to sit down with
some local police officers, but also community
leaders, as well as folks who themselves had
been victims or whose families had been vic-
tims of gun violence, to hear their ideas about
how we can protect our kids and address the
broader epidemic of gun violence in this coun-
try. Because if we're serious about preventing
the kinds of tragedies that happened in New-
town or the tragedies that happen every day in
places like Chicago or Philadelphia or Minne-
apolis, then law enforcement and other com-
munity leaders must have a seat at the table.

All the folks standing here behind me today,
they're the ones on the front line of this fight.
They see the awful consequences: the lives
lost, the families shattered. They know what
works, they know what doesn’t work, and they
know how to get things done without regard
for politics.

So we’ve had a very productive discussion.
And one of the things that struck me was that
even though those who were sitting around
that table represented very different commu-
nities, from big cities to small towns, they all
believe it’s time to take some basic, common-
sense steps to reduce gun violence. We may
not be able to prevent every massacre or ran-
dom shooting. No law or set of laws can keep
our children completely safe. But if there’s
even one thing we can do, if there’s just one
life we can save, we’ve got an obligation to try.
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That’s been the philosophy here in Minne-
apolis. A few years back, you suffered a spike in
violent crime involving young people. So this
city came together. You launched a series of
youth initiatives that have reduced the number
of young people injured by guns by 40 per-
cent—40 percent. So when it comes to pro-
tecting our children from gun violence, you've
shown that progress is possible. We've still got
to deal with the 60 percent that remains, but
that 40 percent means lives saved, parents
whose hearts aren’t broken, communities that
aren’t terrorized and afraid.

We don’t have to agree on everything to
agree it’s time to do something. That’s my
main message here today.

And each of us has a role to play. A few
weeks ago, I took action on my own to
strengthen background checks, to help schools
get more resource officers if they want them,
and to direct the Centers for Disease Control
to study the causes of violence. Because for a
long time, even looking at the evidence was
considered somehow tough politics. And so
Congress had taken the approach that we don’t
want to know. Well, that’s never the answer to
a problem, is not wanting to know what is go-
ing on.

So we've been able to take some steps
through administrative action. But while these
steps are important, real and lasting change al-
so requires Congress to do its part and to do it
soon, not to wait. The good news is that we’re
starting to see a consensus emerge about the
action Congress needs to take.

The vast majority of Americans—including a
majority of gun owners—support requiring
criminal background checks for anyone trying
to buy a gun. So right now Democrats and Re-
publicans in the Senate are working on a bill
that would ban anyone from selling a gun to
somebody legally prohibited from owning one.
That’s common sense. There’s no reason why
we can’t get that done. That is not a liberal idea
or a conservative idea, it’s not a Democratic or
Republican idea, that is a smart idea. We want
to keep those guns out of hands of folks who
shouldn’t have them.



Senators from both parties have also come
together and proposed a bill that would crack
down on people who buy guns only to turn
them around and sell them to criminals. It’s a
bill that would keep more guns off the street
and out of the hands of people with the intent
of doing harm.

And by the way, in addition to reducing vio-
lence on the streets, it would also make life a
lot easier and a lot safer for the people standing
behind me here today.

We shouldn’t stop there. We should restore
the ban on military-style assault weapons and a
10-round limit for magazines. And that de-
serves a vote in Congress, because weapons of
war have no place on our streets or in our
schools or threatening our law enforcement of-
ficers. Our law enforcement officers should
never be outgunned on the streets.

But we also know that if we’re going to solve
the problem of gun violence, then we’ve got to
look at root causes as well. That means we
should make it easier for young people to get
access to mental health treatment. We should
help communities like this one keep more cops
on the beat. And since Congress hasn’t con-
firmed a director of the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco and Firearms in 6 years, they should
confirm your U.S. attorney from Minnesota,
Todd Jones, who is here today and who T've
nominated for this post.

These are commonsense measures support-
ed by Democrats, Republicans, and Indepen-
dents, and many of them are responsible gun
owners. And we’re seeing Members of Con-
gress from both parties put aside their differ-
ences and work together to make many of
them a reality.

But if there’s one thing that I've learned
over the last 4 years, it’s that you can’t count on
anything in Washington until it’s done. And
nothing is done yet. There’s been a lot of talk, a
lot of conversation, a lot of publicity, but we
haven’t actually taken concrete steps yet.

Last week, the Senate held its first hearing
since Newtown on the need to address gun vio-
lence and the best way to move forward, and
the first people to offer testimony were Gabby
Giffords and her husband Mark Kelly. They
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talked about how a complex problem like this
has no single solution, but if we still had a 10-
round limit on magazines, for example, the
gunman who shot Gabby may never have been
able to inflict 33 gunshot wounds in 15 sec-
onds. Fifteen seconds, 33 rounds fired. Some
of the six people who lost their lives that day in
Tucson might still be with us.

Now, changing the status quo is never easy;
this will be no exception. The only way we can
reduce gun violence in this country is if the
American people decide it’s important. If you
decide it’s important. If parents and teachers,
police officers and pastors, hunters and sports-
men, Americans of every background stand up
and say this time it’s got to be different, we've
suffered too much pain to stand by and do
nothing.

And by the way, it’s really important for us
to engage with folks who don’t agree with us on
everything, because we hope that we can find
some areas where we do agree. And we have to
recognize that there are going to be regional
differences and geographic differences. The
experience that people have of guns in an ur-
ban neighborhood may not be the same as in a
rural community.

But we know, for example, from polling that
universal background checks are universally
supported, just about, by gun owners. The ma-
jority of gun owners, overwhelming majority of
gun owners, think that’s a good idea. So if
we’ve got lobbyists in Washington claiming to
speak for gun owners saying something differ-
ent, we need to go to the source and reach out
to people directly. We can’t allow those filters
to get in the way of common sense.

That’s why I need everybody who’s listening
to keep the pressure on your Member of Con-
gress to do the right thing. Ask them if they
support commonsense reforms like requiring
universal background checks or restoring the
ban on military-style assault weapons and high-
capacity magazines. Tell them there’s no legis-
lation to eliminate all guns, there’s no legisla-
tion being proposed to subvert the Second
Amendment. Tell them specifically what we're
talking about, things that the majority of Amer-
icans, when they’re asked, support. And tell
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them now is the time for action. That we’re not
going to wait until the next Newtown or the
next Aurora. We’re not going to wait until after
we lose more innocent Americans on street
corners all across the country. We’re not going
to wait until somebody else’s father or son are
murdered.

Some of the officers here today know what
it’s like to look into the eyes of a parent or a
grandparent, a brother or a sister who has just
lost a loved one to an act of violence; to see the
pain and the heartbreak from wondering why
this precious life, this piece of your heart was
in the wrong place at the wrong time. It chang-
es you. You're not the same afterwards.

And obviously, whatever that experience is
like is nothing compared to the experience that
those families are actually going through. And
it makes you realize that if there’s even one
thing we can do to keep our children and our
community safe, if there’s just one step we can

take to prevent more families from feeling
what they feel after they've lost a loved one,
we’ve got an obligation to take that step. We've
got an obligation to give our police officers and
our communities the tools they need to make
some of the same progress that's been made
here in Minneapolis.

There won’t be perfect solutions. We’re not
going to save every life. But we can make a dif-
ference. And that’s our responsibility as Ameri-
cans. And that’s what T'll do every single day as
long I've got the honor of serving as your Pres-
ident.

So thank you. God bless you. God bless
these United States of America. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:46 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to former Rep. Gabrielle
D. Giffords and her husband Mark E. Kelly;
and Jared L. Loughner, convicted gunman in
the January 8, 2011, shootings in Tucson, AZ.

Message to the Congress on Continuation of the National Emergency With
Respect to the Situation in or in Relation to Cote d’Ivoire

February 4, 2013
To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency, un-
less, within 90 days prior to the anniversary
date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13396 of
February 7, 2006, with respect to the situation
in or in relation to Cote d’Ivoire is to continue
in effect beyond February 7, 2013.

The situation in or in relation to Cote
d’Ivoire, which has been addressed by the
United Nations Security Council in Resolution
1572 of November 15, 2004, and subsequent
resolutions, has resulted in the massacre of
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large numbers of civilians, widespread human
rights abuses, significant political violence and
unrest, and fatal attacks against international
peacekeeping forces. Since the inauguration of
President Alassane Ouattara in May 2011, the
Government of Cote d’Ivoire has made prog-
ress in advancing democratic freedoms and
economic development. While the Govern-
ment of Céte d’Ivoire and its people continue
to make progress towards peace and prosperi-
ty, the situation in or in relation to Cote
d'Ivoire continues to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
foreign policy of the United States. For these
reasons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue the national emergency and relat-
ed measures blocking the property of certain
persons contributing to the conflict in Cote
d’Ivoire.

BARACK OBAMA
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