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We’re going to all have to work together to
find ways in which collectively, we reduce car-
bon, but we make sure that there’s some dif-
ferentiation so that countries that are very
wealthy are expected to do more and countries
that are still developing, obviously, they
shouldn’t be resigned to poverty simply be-
cause the West and Europe and America got
there first. That wouldn’t be fair. But every-
body is going to have to do something. Every-
body is going to have to make some important
choices here. And I expect that it’s going to be
your generation that helps lead this, because if
we don’t, it’s going to be your generation that
suffers the most.

Ultimately, if you think about all the youth
that everybody has mentioned here in Africa, if
everybody is raising living standards to the
point where everybody has got a car and every-
body has got air conditioning and everybody
has got a big house, well, the planet will boil
over, unless we find new ways of producing en-
ergy. And tomorrow, or the next day, when I
visit Tanzania, I’m actually going to be going to
a power plant to focus on the need for electrifi-
cation, but the need to do it in an environmen-
tally sound way.

So let me just close by saying this has been
an unbelievable conversation. I had a lot of
faith in all of you before I came here; now I
have even more faith in you. You guys are all
going to do great things. I’ll be retired by the
time you do them, and so I’ll just sit back and
watch—[laughter]—and I’ll be proud of you.
But what I promise you is that the United
States Government and the American people
are going to want to be your partner for the du-
ration of your careers. And I hope all of you,
again, apply for the Young African Leaders Ini-
tiative. We want to hear from you about how
we can work even more effectively with this
great continent, because we see a bright future
ahead.

I hope you’ve enjoyed it. Thank you, every-
body. God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:48 p.m. at the
University of Johannesburg, Soweto Campus.
In his remarks, he referred to Archbishop
Emeritus Desmond M. Tutu of Cape Town,
South Africa; and Nimna Diayté, president,
Saloum Federation of Corn Producers. The
questioner from Nairobi, Kenya, referred to
President Uhuru Kenyatta and Deputy Presi-
dent William Ruto of Kenya.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Jacob Zuma of South Africa
in Pretoria, South Africa
June 29, 2013

President Obama. Well, good evening, ev-
eryone. President Zuma, Madam Zuma, distin-
guished guests: Thank you for your incredible
hospitality. When I was last here, as a Senator,
my entourage was a little smaller. [Laughter]
By that I mean no entourage. [Laughter] The
Speaker just helpfully showed me a photo-
graph of me and him from that first visit and
pointed out that I had no gray hair in the pho-
to—[laughter]—and that the years had taken
their toll.

I also want to thank President Zuma’s staff
for making my staff feel much better, because
this is not the first time that a President has
come to the podium without notes—[laugh-
ter]—that were supposed to be there. And

they are greatly relieved that that does not only
happen to them. [Laughter]

Traveling to South Africa the first time was
different because part of the thing about not
having an entourage is it meant I could go take
walks on the streets of Johannesburg and
Soweto and Cape Town. And that’s how you
truly get to appreciate a country: the small in-
teractions with shopkeepers or people who are
willing to give you some directions. And I’ve
never forgotten the beauty of this country, the
warmth of its people. And tonight I am re-
minded of that again, and Michelle and I can’t
thank you enough.

I will not speak long. I have spoken enough
today; I know Michelle heartily agrees.
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[Laughter] I will be giving another speech to-
morrow about what this nation represents to
me and about the future that I believe that we
can build together.

I’m told that there’s a word, a concept that
has come to define the way many South Afri-
cans see themselves and each other. And I’m
not sure it translates easily into English. But
it’s the recognition that, here on Earth, we’re
bound together in ways that are sometimes in-
visible to the eye; that there’s a basic oneness
to our humanity. It’s the belief that we can only
achieve true excellence and our full potential
by sharing ourselves with each other, by caring
for those around us. I believe that you call it
ubuntu.

And we feel that spirit tonight. We feel it in
the lives of all those, including President Zu-
ma, who endured the prisons and the beatings
to end an unjust system so that we might stand
here today in a free South Africa. And to Presi-
dent Zuma and to all of you who participated
in that struggle, the world will always remem-
ber your sacrifice. It’s a sacrifice that resonated
in the United States in the same way that the
U.S. civil rights movement helped to create
bonds of solidarity with those in South Africa
who were seeking their freedom.

We feel that spirit in the bonds between our
two peoples that I think are unique in human
history. I would not be here were it not for
those freedom fighters, and I certainly would
not be here if people weren’t willing to fight
for the principles that both our countries hold
dear.

Now, America’s founding principles—our
belief that “all men are created equal”—which
would find expression in your Freedom Char-
ter, which declared that this nation “belongs to
all who live in it, Black and White,” with all
people “enjoying equal rights and opportuni-
ties.” In time, the tables turned. Just as I be-
lieve that many South Africans were inspired
by people like Dr. King and Bobby Kennedy,
we drew inspiration from your struggle. And
your success reminded us that all things were
possible, including the improbable idea that a

son of an African man might even become an
American President.

And we feel that spirit—ubuntu—tonight
because, we must admit, our minds and our
hearts are not fully here because a piece of us,
a piece of our heart is with a man and a family
who is not far away from here. Much has been
said about Madiba today. More will be said in
the years to come. This evening I’d simply like
to close with the words that he turned to so of-
ten himself, in that cell, the poem he read to
the others in their darkest moments to give
them strength:

Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the Pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeonings of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds, and shall find, me unafraid.

It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate:
I am the captain of my soul.

And so I propose a toast: To a man who has
always been a master of his fate, who taught us
that we could be the master of ours; to a proud
nation and South Africa’s unconquerable soul;
and to President Zuma and Madam Zuma for
their outstanding leadership in carrying on the
great traditions of the South African struggle.
Pula!

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
8:05 p.m. at the Union Building. In his re-
marks, he referred to Thobeka S. Zuma-Madi-
ba, wife of President Jacob Zuma of South Af-
rica; and Speaker of the National Assembly
Max Sisulu of South Africa.
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Remarks Following a Roundtable Discussion at the Desmond Tutu HIV
Foundation Youth Center in Cape Town, South Africa
June 30, 2013

The President. It is a great pleasure to be
here at the Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation
Youth Center. It is appropriately named after
somebody who has done heroic work, not only
on behalf of peace and justice and the ending
of apartheid, but also who, very early on, took
on the challenge of HIV/AIDS here in South
Africa and around the world. And so I’m so
proud to be with my friend again and——

Archbishop Emeritus of Cape Town Des-
mond M. Tutu. Thank you.

The President. ——an unrelenting champi-
on of justice and human dignity.

South Africa obviously has faced a heavy
burden from HIV as well as other diseases, tu-
berculosis, most recently. But the great news is
that South Africa is now leading the way in car-
ing for its citizens, in paving the way for a
brighter future for the South African people
and their families, and I am very proud the
United States has been such a terrific partner
on this issue.

I was hearing stories from all these incredi-
ble folks, some of whom are counselors and
outreach workers, some of whom have strug-
gled with HIV/AIDS themselves. And the
great news is that, in part because of leadership
from people like Archbishop Tutu, but also be-
cause of the great work of nurses like Sister
Iris, or young people like Mbulelo, and won-
derful counselors like Lindiwe, what we’ve
seen is a reduction of the stigma around testing
on HIV/AIDS, greater education around pre-
vention. And what we’ve seen is treatment that
allows people to manage HIV and live long and
productive lives.

And a lot of that has to do with the terrific
work of the South African people, but the
United States has really done wonderful work
through the PEPFAR program, started under
my predecessor, President Bush, and contin-
ued through our administration. We’ve seen
more than $3.7 billion in supporting South Af-
rica’s efforts to combat HIV and AIDS.

Together, we’re investing in building South
Africa’s capacity to manage a national response
to HIV/AIDS. South African Government is
showing leadership up and down the line, and
the Health Minister here has talked about all
the initiatives that are taking place. And this
center is a wonderful example of that transi-
tion. It’s moving from receiving U.S. Govern-
ment support through PEPFAR to now inde-
pendent funding that continues to secure the
health and success of Africa’s next generation.

And part of what makes this center so suc-
cessful is it combines not just health advice and
testing and counseling, but it also provides ed-
ucational opportunities, sports activities, recre-
ational activities so that young people are able
to come here without the fear of stigma or po-
tentially running into their parents; and getting
honest, smart advice about what they need to
do to keep themselves healthy and to ensure
that they are not infected by HIV/AIDS.

So because of the wonderful work that’s be-
ing done on the ground, because of the part-
nership between the United States and South
Africa—a model, by the way, that has been du-
plicated across the continent—we have the
possibility of achieving an AIDS-free genera-
tion, achieving an AIDS-free generation and
making sure that everybody in our human fam-
ily is able to enjoy their lives and raise families
and succeed and maintain their health, here in
Africa and around the world.

So I just want to say thank you to all of you
for sharing your stories with me. I want to give
a special thanks to Ambassador Eric Goosby,
who doesn’t always get a lot of attention, but
has been an outstanding leader on behalf of
our global AIDS efforts. And if it weren’t for
people like Eric, as well as the people around
this room, we’d be far, far behind, and a lot
more people would be suffering tragedy. So
thank you all.

And Archbishop Desmond Tutu needs to
say something, because his picture is over
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