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the expo today—what should that be sending
to companies back home?

The President. One of the main things that
we want American companies to see is that Af-
rica is ready to do business and that there’s
huge potential there. What African countries
have to do—and this is a message I'm deliver-
ing consistently—is ensure that there’s stability
and good governance so that American compa-
nies can reduce some of those risks that have
nothing to do with business and have to do
with, will they be able to get their profits out?
Will they have to pay a bribe? Will they have to
find ways to negotiate with bureaucracies end-
lessly?

And that’s why our first message in Africa, in
Senegal, revolved around issues of democracy,
transparency, accountability. There is a huge
economic component to that. Those countries
where businesses can feel confident that there
will be peaceful transitions of power, that cor-
ruption is prosecuted, where there’s rule of
law, where there’s protection of private prop-
erty, where the government is practical and not
wildly ideological; that is what will attract
American businesses, because I think, when I
talk to a lot of CEOs, they see the potential
there, but what they don’t want to do is find
themselves 5 years out, suddenly, with a differ-
ent government, suddenly, their money is
stuck, their workers are being shaken down.
That’s the kind of thing we want to make sure
that we emphasize throughout this trip.

Former President Nelson R. Mandela of South
Africa

Q. Sir, looking forward to—your trip in
South Africa comes at a time when obviously a
lot of people in the region are focused on the
ailing health of Nelson Mandela. I know you
have a relationship with him. Do you hope to
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Hi, everybody. A few days ago, I unveiled a
new national plan to confront the growing
threat of a changing climate.
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visit him? Do you think that your message
there will change?

The President. 1 think the message will be
consistent because it draws on the lessons of
Nelson Mandela’s own life, that if we focus on
what Africa as a continent can do together and
what these countries can do when they’re uni-
fied—as opposed to when they’re divided by
tribe or race or religion—then Africa’s rise will
continue. And that’s one of the central lessons
of what Nelson Mandela accomplished not just
as President, but in the struggle to overcome
apartheid and his years in prison.

We'll see what the situation is when we land.
I don’t need a photo op, and the last thing I
want to do is to be in any way obtrusive at a
time when the family is concerned about Nel-
son Mandela’s condition. I've had the opportu-
nity to meet with him. Michelle and the girls
had an opportunity to meet with him. Right
now our main concern is with his well-being,
his comfort, and with the family’s well-being
and comfort.

So when we get there, we'll gauge the situa-
tion, but I think the main message we’ll want
to deliver—if not directly to him, but to his
family—is simply our profound gratitude for
his leadership all these years and that the
thoughts and prayers of the American people
are with him and his family and his country. I
think in that sense, the sentiment of Americans
is universally shared around the world.

Q. Have you gotten an update on his condi-
tion or talked to his family lately?

The President. We'll find out more when we

land.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. In
his remarks, he referred to former President
George W. Bush. Audio was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Decades of carefully reviewed science tells
us our planet is changing in ways that will have
profound impacts on the world we leave our



children. Already, we know that the 12 warm-
est years in recorded history have all come in
the last 15 and that last year was the warmest
in American history. And while we know no
single weather event is caused solely by climate
change, we also know that in a world that’s get-
ting warmer than it used to be, all weather
events are affected by it: more extreme
droughts, floods, wildfires, and hurricanes.

Those who already feel the effects of a
changing climate don’t have time to deny it.
They're busy dealing with it. The firefighters
who brave longer wildfire seasons. The farmers
who see crops wilted one year and washed
away the next. Western families worried about
water that’s drying up.

The costs of these events can be measured
in lost lives and livelihoods, lost homes and
businesses, and hundreds of billions of dollars
in emergency services and disaster relief. And
Americans across the country are already pay-
ing the price of inaction in higher food costs,
insurance premiums, and the tab for rebuild-
ing.

So the question’s not whether we need to
act. The question is whether we will have the
courage to act before it’s too late.

The national Climate Action Plan I unveiled
will cut carbon pollution, protect our country
from the impacts of climate change, and lead
the world in a coordinated assault on a chang-
ing climate.

To reduce carbon pollution, I've directed
the Environmental Protection Agency to work
with States and businesses to set new standards
that put an end to the limitless dumping of car-
bon pollution from our power plants. We'll use
more clean energy and waste less energy
throughout our economy.

To prepare Americans for the impact of cli-
mate change we can’t stop, we'll work with
communities to build smarter, more resilient
infrastructure to protect our homes and busi-
nesses and withstand more powerful storms.

And America will lead global efforts to com-
bat the threat of a changing climate by encour-
aging developing nations to transition to clean-
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er sources of energy and by engaging our inter-
national partners in this fight. For while we
compete for business, we also share a planet,
and we must all shoulder the responsibility for
its future together.

This is the fight America can and will lead in
the 21st century. But it will require all of us, as
citizens, to do our part. We will need scientists
to design new fuels and farmers to grow them.
We'll need engineers to devise new technolo-
gies and businesses to make and sell them.
We'll need workers to man assembly lines that
hum with high-tech, zero-carbon components
and builders to hammer into place the founda-
tions for a new clean energy age. We'll need to
give special care to people and communities
unsettled by this transition. And those of us in
positions of responsibility will need to be less
concerned with the judgment of special inter-
ests and well-connected donors and more con-
cerned with the judgment of our children.

If you agree with me, I need you to act. Ed-
ucate your classmates and colleagues, your
family and friends. Speak up in your communi-
ties. Remind everyone who represents you, at
every level of government, that there is no con-
tradiction between a sound environment and a
strong economy, and that sheltering future
generations against the ravages of climate
change is a prerequisite for your vote.

We will be judged—as a people, as a society,
and as a country—on where we go from here.
The plan I have put forward to reduce carbon
pollution and protect our country from the ef-
fects of climate change is the path we need to
take. And if we remember what’s at stake—the
world we leave to our children—I'm convinced
that this is a challenge that we will meet.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 5:20 p.m. on June 25 in the Roosevelt
Room at the White House for broadcast on
June 29. The transcript was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary on June 28,
but was embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on
June 29.
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The President’s News Conference With President Jacob Zuma of South

Africa in Pretoria, South Africa
June 29, 2013

President Zuma. Good morning, ladies and
gentlemen of the media, good friends also.
[Laughter] Mr. President, let me welcome
you, your family, and your delegation to South
Africa. This is your second visit to South Africa
and your first as President of the United States.
We are delighted to host you.

Let me also congratulate you on a reelection
as President of the United States. Our talks
have taken place against the background of the
ill health of our beloved former President Nel-
son Mandela, the founding President of our
democracy, who is much loved by our people
and the world. T know that he is your personal
hero as well, Mr. President.

The two of you are also bound by history, as
the first Black Presidents of your respective
countries. Thus, you both carry the dreams of
millions of people in Africa and in the diaspora
who were previously oppressed. We continue
to pray for Madiba’s good health and well-be-
ing.

As we prepare to celebrate 20 years of free-
dom and democracy in April next year, we ex-
tend our deepest gratitude to the antiapartheid
movement in the United States for solidarity.

Mr. President, as a student you also partici-
pated actively in campaigns against apartheid,
especially promoting dismantlement of—dis-
mantlement and disinvestment from apartheid
South Africa of the investments that had been
made in the history by the United States.

We are pleased to be working with you to-
day with a common goal of expanding trade re-
lations between our two countries. We are in
essence shifting from disinvestment to rein-
vestment in the era of freedom and democra-
cy.

Mr. President, you are visiting Africa at the
right time. Africa is rising. It is the second fast-
est growing region after Asia and has become
an attractive market for investment, thus the
United States strategy towards sub-Saharan Af-
rica that you launched last year is well timed to
take advantage of this growing market.
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We already see immense value in our strate-
gic partnerships such as BRICs and IBSA and
look forward to strengthening the U.S.-Africa
partnership. We are pleased with the growing
bilateral trade and investment. There are 600
U.S. companies in South Africa, which have
created in excess of 150,000 jobs.

The U.S. is also a major export market for
South African products. South Africa, in turn,
is your biggest market in Africa, accounting for
more than 7 billion U.S. dollars of exports.

We reaffirm the need for the extension of
the African Growth and Opportunity Act,
which expires in 2015. Our mutual trade has
reached the levels preceding the global reces-
sion largely due to the act. Arising out of this
visit, we would like to see increased investment
in the South African economy for mutual ben-
efit. We have placed on the table bankable
projects, which range from infrastructure de-
velopment to skills development for the youth,
and also across a number of sectors, like infor-
mation and communication technologies, agri-
culture, and the green economy. We have
urged that underpinning these investments
should be the drive for regional integration, in-
dustrialization, and localization of supply and
manufacture.

Mr. President, youth development is a key
focus area for South Africa given that a third of
our population is under the age of 15. This is a
key feature of our national development plan.
Therefore, we welcome our cooperation in ed-
ucation, especially the School Capacity and In-
novation Programme, as well as investment in
primary education and teacher training. It is al-
so our wish to extend cooperation on vocation-
al training to develop our further education
and training colleges.

We acknowledged the ongoing cooperation
in the area of defense under the auspices of the
South Africa-U.S. Defense Committee and the
training of the security services in crime fight-

ing.
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