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for all. T thank Majority Leader Reid, Senator
Leahy, Senator Schumer, and every member
of the Gang of Eight for their leadership, and I
commend all Senators who worked across par-
ty lines to get this done.

The bipartisan bill that passed today was a
compromise. By definition, nobody got every-
thing they wanted: not Democrats, not Repub-
licans, not me. But the Senate bill is consistent
with the key principles for commonsense re-
form that I and many others have repeatedly
laid out.

If enacted, the Senate bill would establish
the most aggressive border security plan in our
history. It would offer a pathway to earned citi-
zenship for the 11 million individuals who are
in this country illegally, a pathway that includes
passing a background check, learning English,
paying taxes and a penalty, and then going to
the back of the line behind everyone who’s
playing by the rules and trying to come here le-
gally. It would modernize the legal immigra-
tion system so that it once again reflects our
values as a nation and addresses the urgent
needs of our time. And it would provide a big
boost to our recovery by shrinking our deficits
and growing our economy.
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Today the Senate did its job. It's now up to
the House to do the same.

As this process moves forward, I urge every-
one who cares about this issue to keep a watch-
ful eye. Now is the time when opponents will
try their hardest to pull this bipartisan effort
apart so they can stop commonsense reform
from becoming a reality. We cannot let that
happen. If you're among the clear majority of
Americans who support reform—from CEOs
to labor leaders, law enforcement to clergy—
reach out to your Member of Congress. Tell
them to do the right thing. Tell them to pass
commonsense reform so that our businesses
and workers are all playing by the same rules
and everyone who’s in this country is paying
their fair share in taxes.

We have a unique opportunity to fix our
broken system in a way that upholds our tradi-
tions as a nation of laws and a nation of immi-
grants. We just need Congress to finish the job.

NOTE: The statement referred to Sens. Marco
A. Rubio, Jeffrey L. Flake, John S. McCain III,
Lindsey O. Graham, Richard J. Durbin, Rob-
ert Menendez, and Michael F. Bennet. It also
referred to S. 744.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Mongolia

June 27, 2013

I congratulate President Ts. Elbegdorj on
his success in the election held on Wednes-
day in Mongolia. President Elbegdorj has
been an important leader in advancing de-
mocracy and freedom in his country and a
key partner for the United States in Asia and
globally. T look forward to working with him

to further strengthen the friendship and ties
between our two countries. Through its im-
pressive democratic achievements and its
progress on economic liberalization, Mongo-
lia serves as a significant example of positive
reform and transformation for peoples
around the world.

Message to the Congress on Suspending Generalized System of Preferences

Benefits to Bangladesh
June 27, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 502(f)(2) of the

Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2462(f)(2)), I am providing no-

tification of my intent to suspend the designa-
tion of Bangladesh as a beneficiary developing
country under the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP) program. Section 502(b)(2)(G)
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(b)(2)(G))
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provides that the President shall not designate
any country a beneficiary developing country
under the GSP if such country has not taken or
is not taking steps to afford internationally rec-
ognized worker rights in the country (including
any designated zone in that country). Section
502(d)(2) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2462(d)(2)) provides that, after complying with
the requirements of section 502(f)(2) of the
1974 Act, the President shall withdraw or sus-
pend the designation of any country as a benefi-
ciary developing country if, after such designa-
tion, the President determines that as the result
of changed circumstances such country would
be barred from designation as a beneficiary de-
veloping country under section 502(b)(2) of the
1974 Act.

Pursuant to section 502(d) of the 1974 Act,
having considered the factors set forth in sec-
tion 502(b)(2)(G), I have determined that it is
appropriate to suspend Bangladesh’s designa-
tion as a beneficiary developing country under
the GSP program because it is not taking steps
to afford internationally recognized worker
rights to workers in the country.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 27, 2013.

NOTE: The related proclamation is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Macky Sall of Senegal in

Dakar, Senegal
June 27, 2013

[President Sall spoke in French, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter as fol-
lows. ]

President Sall. Your Excellency, Mr. Presi-
dent Barack Obama; distinguished First Lady
Michelle Obama; distinguished First Lady of
Senegal Marieme Sall; distinguished members
of the American delegation; distinguished
Speaker of the Parliament; distinguished
Prime Minister; Madam President of the Eco-
nomic, Social and Environmental Council; dis-
tinguished senior ministers; distinguished min-
isters; honorable Members of Parliament; Your
Excellencies, distinguished Ambassadors; dear
friends and dear guests.

Mr. President, 3 months after having warm-
ly received me at the White House, you are vis-
iting me with your wife, your children, and the
important delegation accompanying you. And
you have honored us by choosing Senegal as
your entry point to Africa for your first visit to
the continent since your brilliant reelection last
November.

In relationships between states, every choice
conveys a symbol and a message. My fellow

674

countrymen and myself, we understand and
appreciate your visit as a token of friendship
and esteem for us. This feeling, Mr. President,
is mutual, and it is for you and for your great

people.
[President Sall spoke in English.]

President Sall. We welcome you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and First Lady Michelle Obama. We
wish you and your delegation a pleasant stay in
Senegal, the land of teranga.

[President Sall spoke in French, and his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter as fol-
lows. ]

President Sall. Ties between the American
and Senegalese peoples are ancient, robust,
and trustworthy. And the circumstances of his-
tory have bequeathed common memories to
us.

In 1776, when the American people started
their historical struggle for their freedom, in
the north of Senegal, some revolutionaries re-
belled the same year for the same principles of
justice and freedom against excesses commit-
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