AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

June 27 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

looking forward to hearing how we can be
more helpful in forging stronger ties between
the United States and Senegal, but also to con-
tinue to encourage the kinds of empowerment
that all of you represent; and that a particular
focus of mine is how do we encourage more
young people to get involved.

So, for example, Aissatou here attended
the Young African Leaders Forum that we
held at the White House a couple of years
ago, and we’re going to be talking during the

course of this trip about how we can contin-
ue to expand and recruit more outstanding
young African leaders to network and partic-
ipate.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:46 p.m. at the
Goree Institute. In his remarks, he referred to
Aissatou Padane, a participant in the White
House Young African Leaders Forum held in
August 2010.

Statement on National HIV Testing Day

June 27, 2013

Today is National HIV Testing Day, when
we encourage people across the United States
to get tested. Early detection and treatment for
HIV saves lives, and yet over half of adults in
the United States have never been tested.
Nearly one in five people living with HIV in
this country doesn’t know his or her status.
That delays treatment, increases the risk of
transmission, and sets us back in our fight
against the epidemic.

Getting an HIV test is easier and faster than
ever. And this past April, the United States
Preventive Services Task Force recommended
that everyone between the ages of 15 and 65
get screened for HIV as part of their routine
health care. That means, under the Affordable

Statement on Senate Confirmation

Transportation
June 27, 2013

I am pleased that the Senate today voted
unanimously to confirm Anthony Foxx as the
next Secretary of Transportation. Anthony knows
firsthand that investing in our roads, bridges, and
transit systems is vital to creating good jobs and

Care Act, new health care plans will be re-
quired to cover HIV testing without any addi-
tional out-of-pocket costs.

But more Americans still need to decide to
take the test. We know from experience here
at home and around the world that HIV testing
opens the door to treatment, reduces the
spread of the virus, and helps people lead lon-
ger, healthier lives. That’s why, on a trip to Af-
rica in 2006, Michelle and I were tested for
HIV, because there should be no shame or
stigma associated with knowing your status.
And if we each do our part by getting tested
and encourage our friends and family to do the
same, then we will move closer to an AIDS-
free generation.

of Anthony R. Foxx as Secretary of

ensuring American businesses can grow and
compete in a 2lst-century global economy. I
welcome Anthony to my team, and I look for-
ward to working with him as we aim to modern-
ize the infrastructure that powers our economy.

Statement on Senate Passage of Immigration Reform Legislation

June 27, 2013

Today, with a strong bipartisan vote, the
United States Senate delivered for the Ameri-
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can people, bringing us a critical step closer to
fixing our broken immigration system once and



for all. T thank Majority Leader Reid, Senator
Leahy, Senator Schumer, and every member
of the Gang of Eight for their leadership, and I
commend all Senators who worked across par-
ty lines to get this done.

The bipartisan bill that passed today was a
compromise. By definition, nobody got every-
thing they wanted: not Democrats, not Repub-
licans, not me. But the Senate bill is consistent
with the key principles for commonsense re-
form that I and many others have repeatedly
laid out.

If enacted, the Senate bill would establish
the most aggressive border security plan in our
history. It would offer a pathway to earned citi-
zenship for the 11 million individuals who are
in this country illegally, a pathway that includes
passing a background check, learning English,
paying taxes and a penalty, and then going to
the back of the line behind everyone who’s
playing by the rules and trying to come here le-
gally. It would modernize the legal immigra-
tion system so that it once again reflects our
values as a nation and addresses the urgent
needs of our time. And it would provide a big
boost to our recovery by shrinking our deficits
and growing our economy.
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Today the Senate did its job. It's now up to
the House to do the same.

As this process moves forward, I urge every-
one who cares about this issue to keep a watch-
ful eye. Now is the time when opponents will
try their hardest to pull this bipartisan effort
apart so they can stop commonsense reform
from becoming a reality. We cannot let that
happen. If you're among the clear majority of
Americans who support reform—from CEOs
to labor leaders, law enforcement to clergy—
reach out to your Member of Congress. Tell
them to do the right thing. Tell them to pass
commonsense reform so that our businesses
and workers are all playing by the same rules
and everyone who’s in this country is paying
their fair share in taxes.

We have a unique opportunity to fix our
broken system in a way that upholds our tradi-
tions as a nation of laws and a nation of immi-
grants. We just need Congress to finish the job.

NOTE: The statement referred to Sens. Marco
A. Rubio, Jeffrey L. Flake, John S. McCain III,
Lindsey O. Graham, Richard J. Durbin, Rob-
ert Menendez, and Michael F. Bennet. It also
referred to S. 744.

Statement on the Presidential Election in Mongolia

June 27, 2013

I congratulate President Ts. Elbegdorj on
his success in the election held on Wednes-
day in Mongolia. President Elbegdorj has
been an important leader in advancing de-
mocracy and freedom in his country and a
key partner for the United States in Asia and
globally. T look forward to working with him

to further strengthen the friendship and ties
between our two countries. Through its im-
pressive democratic achievements and its
progress on economic liberalization, Mongo-
lia serves as a significant example of positive
reform and transformation for peoples
around the world.

Message to the Congress on Suspending Generalized System of Preferences

Benefits to Bangladesh
June 27, 2013

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with section 502(f)(2) of the

Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the “1974
Act”) (19 U.S.C. 2462(f)(2)), I am providing no-

tification of my intent to suspend the designa-
tion of Bangladesh as a beneficiary developing
country under the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP) program. Section 502(b)(2)(G)
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462(b)(2)(G))
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