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looking forward to hearing how we can be
more helpful in forging stronger ties between
the United States and Senegal, but also to con-
tinue to encourage the kinds of empowerment
that all of you represent; and that a particular
focus of mine is how do we encourage more
young people to get involved.

So, for example, Aissatou here attended
the Young African Leaders Forum that we
held at the White House a couple of years
ago, and we’re going to be talking during the

course of this trip about how we can contin-
ue to expand and recruit more outstanding
young African leaders to network and partic-
ipate.

Thank you, everybody.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:46 p.m. at the
Goree Institute. In his remarks, he referred to
Aissatou Padane, a participant in the White
House Young African Leaders Forum held in
August 2010.

Statement on National HIV Testing Day
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Today is National HIV Testing Day, when
we encourage people across the United States
to get tested. Early detection and treatment for
HIV saves lives, and yet over half of adults in
the United States have never been tested.
Nearly one in five people living with HIV in
this country doesn’t know his or her status.
That delays treatment, increases the risk of
transmission, and sets us back in our fight
against the epidemic.

Getting an HIV test is easier and faster than
ever. And this past April, the United States
Preventive Services Task Force recommended
that everyone between the ages of 15 and 65
get screened for HIV as part of their routine
health care. That means, under the Affordable

Statement on Senate Confirmation
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I am pleased that the Senate today voted
unanimously to confirm Anthony Foxx as the
next Secretary of Transportation. Anthony knows
firsthand that investing in our roads, bridges, and
transit systems is vital to creating good jobs and

Care Act, new health care plans will be re-
quired to cover HIV testing without any addi-
tional out-of-pocket costs.

But more Americans still need to decide to
take the test. We know from experience here
at home and around the world that HIV testing
opens the door to treatment, reduces the
spread of the virus, and helps people lead lon-
ger, healthier lives. That’s why, on a trip to Af-
rica in 2006, Michelle and I were tested for
HIV, because there should be no shame or
stigma associated with knowing your status.
And if we each do our part by getting tested
and encourage our friends and family to do the
same, then we will move closer to an AIDS-
free generation.

of Anthony R. Foxx as Secretary of

ensuring American businesses can grow and
compete in a 2lst-century global economy. I
welcome Anthony to my team, and I look for-
ward to working with him as we aim to modern-
ize the infrastructure that powers our economy.

Statement on Senate Passage of Immigration Reform Legislation
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Today, with a strong bipartisan vote, the
United States Senate delivered for the Ameri-

672

can people, bringing us a critical step closer to
fixing our broken immigration system once and
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