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This comes on the heel of another report
from the independent office that monitors So-
cial Security’s finances, which says that this im-
migration bill would actually strengthen the
long-term health and solvency of Social Securi-
ty for future generations. Because with this
bill, millions of additional people will start pay-
ing more in taxes for things like Social Security
and education. That’ll make the economy fair-
er for middle class families.

So that’s what comprehensive immigration
reform looks like: stronger enforcement, a
smarter legal immigration system, a pathway to
earned citizenship, a more vibrant, growing
economy that’s fairer on the middle class, and
a more stable fiscal future for our kids.

Now, the bill isn’t perfect. It’s a compro-
mise. Nobody is going to get everything they
want: not Democrats, not Republicans, not
me. But it’s consistent with the principles that
I and others have laid out for commonsense re-

form. That’s why Republicans and Democrats,
CEOs and labor leaders, are saying that now is
the time to pass this bill. If you agree with us,
reach out to your Senators and Representa-
tives. Tell them that the time for excuses is
over; it’s time to fix our broken immigration
system once and for all.

We can do this, because we are a nation of
laws and a nation of immigrants—a place en-
riched by the contributions of people from all
over the world—and stronger for it. That’s
been the story of America from the start, so
let’s keep it going.

Thanks, and have a great weekend.

NOTE: The address was recorded at approxi-
mately 4:25 p.m. on June 21 in the Blue Room
at the White House for broadcast on June 22.
The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 21, but was
embargoed for release until 6 a.m. on June 22.

Remarks at a Roundtable Discussion on Immigration Reform and an

Exchange With Reporters
June 24, 2013

The President. Hello, everybody. I want to
welcome these extraordinary business leaders
who are here today in support of comprehen-
sive immigration reform. As all of you know,
we are at a critical point in the debate that’s
taking place in the Senate.

All these business leaders recognize the de-
gree to which immigration is a contributor to
growth, a contributor to expansion, a creator of
jobs, but they also recognize that the immigra-
tion system that we currently have is broken.

We have a system in which we bring out-
standing young people from all across the
world to educate them here, and unfortunate-
ly, too often, we send them right back so that
they can start companies or help to grow com-
panies somewhere else instead of here.

We have a situation in which millions of in-
dividuals are in the shadow economy, often-
times exploited at lower wages, and that hurts
those companies that are following the rules
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because they end up being at a disadvantage to
some of these less scrupulous companies.

And so all of us, I think, recognize that now
is the time to get comprehensive immigration
reform done: one that involves having very
strong border security; that makes sure that
we're holding employers accountable to follow
the rules; one that provides earned citizenship
for those 11 million so that they have to pay
back taxes, pay a fine, learn English, follow the
rules, get to the back of the line, but ultimately
can be part of the above-board economy, as
opposed to the below-board economy; and a
system that fixes and cleans up our legal immi-
gration system so that we can continue to be a
nation of laws and a nation of immigrants.

The good news is, is that we’ve got a strong
bipartisan bill that meets many of those princi-
ples. As I've said before, it’s not a bill that rep-
resents everything that I would like to see; it
represents a compromise. And I think all the
business leaders here recognize that there are



elements of it that they might want to tweak
one way or another. But it does adhere to the
core principles that we need for a comprehen-
sive immigration reform, and now is the time
to do it.

Just this past week, the Congressional Bud-
get Office noted that this would end up bring-
ing more money into the Federal Government.
It would reduce our deficits; people would be
paying taxes. It would end up strengthening
our economy, growing our economy. And so
you've got a broad consensus all throughout
the country, not just business leaders who are
represented here today—many of whom are
immigrants themselves, many of whom started
businesses and are now creating opportunity
all across the country—but we’re also seeing
labor leaders, we’re seeing clergy, we’re seeing
people from all different walks of life saying
now is the time to get this done.

So I very much appreciate all the business
leaders who are here for making this push. And
I know they're going to be talking to various
Senators and Members of Congress over the
next several days. I would urge the Senate to
bring this to the floor, and T hope that we can
get the strongest possible vote out of the Sen-
ate so that we can then move to the House and
get this done before the summer break.

Remarks at Georgetown University
June 25, 2013

Thank you, Georgetown. Everybody, please
be seated. And my first announcement today is
that you should all take off your jackets.
[Laughter] I'm going to do the same. We've
got—[applause]. It's not that sexy, now.
[Laughter]

It is good to be back on campus, and it is a
great privilege to speak from the steps of this
historic hall that welcomed Presidents going
back to George Washington.

I want to thank your president, President
DeGioia, who’s here today. I want to thank
him for hosting us. I want to thank the many
members of my Cabinet and my administra-
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And if we get this done—when we get this
done—I think every business leader here feels
confident that they’ll be in a stronger position
to continue to innovate, to continue to invest,
to continue to create jobs, and ensure that this
continues to be the land of opportunity for
generations to come.

So thank you very much to all of you for be-
ing here. And thank you guys in the press.

[At this point, several reporters spoke at once.]

Former National Security Agency Contractor
Edward ]. Snowden

Q. Mr. President, have you spoken to Mr.
Putin, and are you confident that theyll ex-
pel—he’ll be expelled?

The President. What we know is, is that
we're following all of the appropriate legal
channels, and working with various other coun-
tries to make sure that rule of law is observed.
And beyond that, T'll refer to the Justice De-
partment, that has been actively involved in
the case. All right?

Thank you, guys.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. A report-
er referred to President Vladimir Vladimirov-
ich Putin of Russia.

tion. I want to thank Leader Pelosi and the
Members of Congress who are here. We are
very grateful for their support.

And I want to say thank you to the Hoyas in
the house for having me back. It was important
for me to speak directly to your generation, be-
cause the decisions that we make now and in
the years ahead will have a profound impact on
the world that all of you inherit.

On Christmas Eve, 1968, the astronauts of
Apollo 8 did a live broadcast from lunar orbit.
So Frank Borman, Jim Lovell, William An-
ders—the first humans to orbit the Moon—de-
scribed what they saw, and they read Scripture

649



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T08:58:08-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




