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now grown for close to 4 years, 3% years, and
we've created 7 million new jobs.

But we still have some reforms that we have
to do. We've got to improve the skills of our
workforce. We've got to improve our infra-
structure. We have to continue to invest in re-
search and development. In all countries
around the world, you're seeing growing in-
equality, and so we have to find ways to make
sure that ladders of opportunity exist for those
at the bottom and that profits and increased
productivity all does not just benefit those at
the top.

And so what’s true in the United States is al-
so true in Europe. Europe has different sets of
problems. Part of the challenge of the euro
zone is, is that you have countries at different
stages and levels of productivity and are fur-
ther or less far along on this path of restructur-
ing and reform.

So we've been discussing this—this has been
a 4-year conversation that we’ve been having,
and I don’t think there’s a perfect recipe. All of
us have to make sure that our budgets are not
out of control. All of us have to undergo struc-
tural reforms to adapt to a new and highly
competitive economy. What's true is, though,
all of us also have to focus on growth, and we
have to make sure that, in pursuit of our longer
term policies—whether it’s fiscal consolida-
tion or reforms of our overly rigid labor mar-
kets or pension reforms—that we don’t lose
sight of our main goal, which is to make lives of
people better.

Remarks at the Brandenburg Gate in
June 19, 2013

Hello, Berlin! Thank you, Chancellor Merkel,
for your leadership, your friendship, and the ex-
ample of your life: from a child of the East to the
leader of a free and united Germany.

As T've said, Angela and I don’t exactly look
like previous German and American leaders.
But the fact that we can stand here today,
along the faultline where a city was divided,
speaks to an eternal truth: No wall can stand
against the yearning of justice, the yearnings
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And if, for example, we start seeing youth
unemployment go too high, then at some
point, we've got to modulate our approach to
ensure that we don’t just lose a generation who
may never recover in terms of their careers.
And that’s the struggle that I think all of us are
going through. That’s the discussion we had in
the G-8. That’s a discussion that Angela and I
had here today.

I'm confident that Germany will succeed in
this process. I'm confident that Chancellor
Merkel cares about maintaining the euro zone
and the European project. And she, I think, is
confident that the United States wants to do
everything we can to get Europe through this
difficult patch so that it can be a force for
growth and prosperity well into the future. All
right?

Thank you very much, everybody.

Chancellor Merkel. Danke schon.

President Obama. Danke schon.

NOTE: The President’s news conference began
at 12:46 p.m. at the German Chancellery. In
his remarks, the President referred to Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan; and Presi-
dent Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin of Russia.
Chancellor Merkel referred to U.S. Secretary
of Homeland Security Janet A. Napolitano;
Minister of Interior Hans-Peter Friedrich of
Germany; and Prime Minister Enrico Letta of
Italy. Chancellor Merkel and some reporters
spoke in German, and their remarks were
translated by an interpreter.

Berlin, Germany

for freedom, the yearnings for peace that burns
in the human heart.

Mayor Wowereit, distinguished guests, and
especially the people of Berlin and Germany:
Thank you for this extraordinarily warm wel-
come. In fact, it’s so warm and I feel so good
that I'm actually going to take off my jacket,
and anybody else who wants to, feel free to.
The—we can be a little more informal among
friends.
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As your Chancellor mentioned, 5 years ago I
had the privilege to address this city as Sena-
tor. Today I'm proud to return as President of
the United States. And I bring with me the en-
during friendship of the American people as
well as my wife Michelle and Malia and Sasha.
You may notice that they’re not here. The last
thing they want to do is to listen to another
speech from me. [Laughter] So they're out ex-
periencing the beauty and the history of Ber-
lin. And this history speaks to us today.

Here, for thousands of years, the people of
this land have journeyed from tribe to princi-
pality to nation-state, through Reformation and
Enlightenment, renowned as a “land of poets
and thinkers,” among them Immanuel Kant,
who taught us that freedom is the “unoriginat-
ed birthright of man, and it belongs to him by
force of his humanity.”

Here, for two centuries, this gate stood tall
as the world around it convulsed: through the
rise and fall of empires, through revolutions
and republics, art and music and science that
reflected the height of human endeavor, but
also war and carnage that exposed the depths
of man’s cruelty to man.

It was here that Berliners carved out an is-
land of democracy against the greatest of odds.
As has already been mentioned, they were sup-
ported by an airlift of hope, and we are so hon-
ored to be joined by Colonel Halvorsen, 92
years old, the original “Candy Bomber.” We
could not be prouder of him. I hope I look that
good, by the way, when I'm 92. [Laughter]

During that time, a Marshall Plan seeded a
miracle, and a North Atlantic alliance protect-
ed our people. And those in the neighborhoods
and nations to the east drew strength from the
knowledge that freedom was possible here in
Berlin, that the waves of crackdowns and sup-
pressions might therefore someday be over-
come.

Today, 60 years after they rose up against
oppression, we remember the East German
heroes of June 17. When the wall finally came
down, it was their dreams that were fulfilled.
Their strength and their passion, their endur-
ing example, remind us that for all the power
of militaries, for all the authority of govern-
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ments, it is citizens who choose whether to be
defined by a wall or whether to tear it down.

And we’re now surrounded by the symbols
of a Germany reborn: a rebuilt Reichstag and
its glistening glass dome, an American Embas-
sy back at its historic home on Pariser Platz.
And this square itself, once a desolate no man’s
land, is now open to all. So while I am not the
first American President to come to this gate, I
am proud to stand on its eastern side to pay
tribute to the past.

For throughout all this history, the fate of
this city came down to a simple question: Will
we live free or in chains? Under governments
that uphold our universal rights or regimes that
suppress them? In open societies that respect
the sanctity of the individual and our free will
or in closed societies that suffocate the soul?

As free peoples, we stated our convictions
long ago. As Americans, we believe that “all
men are created equal” with the right to life
and liberty and of the pursuit of happiness.
And as Germans, you declared in your Basic
Law that “the dignity of man is inviolable.”
Around the world, nations have pledged them-
selves to a Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, which recognizes the inherent dignity
and rights of all members of our human family.

And this is what was at stake here in Berlin
all those years. And because courageous
crowds climbed atop that wall, because corrupt
dictatorships gave way to new democracies, be-
cause millions across this continent now
breathe the fresh air of freedom, we can say—
here in Berlin, here in Europe—our values
won, openness won, tolerance won, and free-
dom won. Here in Berlin.

And yet, more than two decades after that
triumph, we must acknowledge that there can,
at times, be a complacency among our West-
ern democracies. Today, people often come to-
gether in places like this to remember history,
not to make it. After all, we face no concrete
walls, no barbed wire. There are no tanks
poised across a border. There are no visits to
fallout shelters. And so sometimes, there can
be a sense that the great challenges have some-
how passed. And that brings with it a tempta-
tion to turn inward: to think of our own pur-



suits and not the sweep of history; to believe
that we've settled history’s accounts, that we
can simply enjoy the fruits won by our fore-
bears.

But I come here today, Berlin, to say com-
placency is not the character of great nations.
Today’s threats are not as stark as they were
half a century ago, but the struggle for freedom
and security and human dignity, that struggle
goes on. And I've come here to this city of
hope because the tests of our time demand the
same fighting spirit that defined Berlin a half-
century ago.

Chancellor Merkel mentioned that we mark
the anniversary of President John F. Kennedy’s
stirring defense of freedom, embodied in the
people of this great city. His pledge of solidari-
ty—"Ich bin ein Berliner"—echoes through
the ages. But that’s not all that he said that day.
Less remembered is the challenge that he is-
sued to the crowd before him: “Let me ask
you,” he said to those Berliners, “let me ask
you to lift your eyes beyond the dangers of to-
day and beyond the freedom of merely this
city.” Look, he said, “to the day of peace with
justice, beyond yourselves and ourselves to all
mankind.”

Now, President Kennedy was taken from us
less than 6 months after he spoke those words.
And like so many who died in those decades of
division, he did not live to see Berlin united
and free. Instead, he lives forever as a young
man in our memory. But his words are timeless
because they call upon us to care more about
things than just our own self-comfort, about
our own city, about our own country. They de-
mand that we embrace the common endeavor
of all humanity.

And if we lift our eyes, as President Kenne-
dy called us to do, then we'll recognize that our
work is not yet done. For we are not only citi-
zens of America or Germany, we are also citi-
zens of the world. And our fates and fortunes
are linked like never before.

We may no longer live in fear of global anni-
hilation, but so long as nuclear weapons exist,
we are not truly safe. We may strike blows
against terrorist networks, but if we ignore the
instability and intolerance that fuels extrem-
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ism, our own freedom will eventually be en-
dangered. We may enjoy a standard of living
that is in the envy of the world, but so long as
hundreds of millions endure the agony of an
empty stomach or the anguish of unemploy-
ment, we're not truly prosperous.

I say all this here, in the heart of Europe,
because our shared past shows that none of
these challenges can be met unless we see our-
selves as part of something bigger than our
own experience. Our alliance is the foundation
of global security. Our trade and our com-
merce is the engine of our global economy.
Our values call upon us to care about the lives
of people we will never meet. When Europe
and America lead with our hopes instead of our
fears, we do things that no other nations can
do, no other nations will do. So we have to lift
up our eyes today and consider the day of
peace with justice that our generation wants
for this world.

I'd suggest that peace with justice begins
with the example we set here at home, for we
know from our own histories that intolerance
breeds injustice. Whether it’s based on race or
religion, gender or sexual orientation, we are
stronger when all our people—no matter who
they are or what they look like—are granted
opportunity and when our wives and our
daughters have the same opportunities as our
husbands and our sons.

When we respect the faiths practiced in our
churches and synagogues, our mosques and
our temples, we're more secure. When we wel-
come the immigrant with his talents or her
dreams, we are renewed. When we stand up
for our gay and lesbian brothers and sisters and
treat their love and their rights equally under
the law, we defend our own liberty as well. We
are more free when all people can pursue their
own happiness. And as long as walls exist in our
hearts to separate us from those who don’t look
like us or think like us or worship as we do,
then we're going to have to work harder, to-
gether, to bring those walls of division down.

Peace with justice means free enterprise
that unleashes the talents and creativity that
reside in each of us. Other models direct eco-
nomic growth from the top down or rely solely
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on the resources extracted from the earth. But
we believe that real prosperity comes from our
most precious resource: our people. And that’s
why we choose to invest in education and sci-
ence and research.

And now, as we emerge from recession, we
must not avert our eyes from the insult of wid-
ening inequality or the pain of youth who are
unemployed. We have to build new ladders of
opportunity in our own societies that—even as
we pursue new trade and investment that fuels
growth across the Atlantic.

America will stand with Europe as you
strengthen your union. And we want to work
with you to make sure that every person can
enjoy the dignity that comes from work;
whether they live in Chicago or Cleveland or
Belfast or Berlin, in Athens or Madrid, every-
body deserves opportunity. We have to have
economies that are working for all people, not
just those at the very top.

Peace with justice means extending a hand
to those who reach for freedom, wherever they
live. Different peoples and cultures will follow
their own path, but we must reject the lie that
those who live in distant places don’t yearn for
freedom and self-determination just like we
do, that they don’t somehow yearn for dignity
and rule of law just like we do. We cannot dic-
tate the pace of change in places like the Arab
world, but we must reject the excuse that we
can do nothing to support it.

We cannot shrink from our role of advanc-
ing the values we believe in, whether it’s sup-
porting Afghans as they take responsibility for
their future or working for an Israeli-Palestin-
ian peace or engaging, as we’ve done in Burma,
to help create space for brave people to
emerge from decades of dictatorship. In this
century, these are the citizens who long to join
the free world. They are who you were. They
deserve our support, for they too, in their own
way, are citizens of Berlin. And we have to help
them every day.

Peace with justice means pursuing the secu-
rity of a world without nuclear weapons, no
matter how distant that dream may be. And so,
as President, I've strengthened our efforts to
stop the spread of nuclear weapons and re-
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duced the number and role of America’s nucle-
ar weapons. Because of the New START Trea-
ty, we're on track to cut American and Russian
deployed nuclear warheads to their lowest lev-
els since the 1950s.

But we have more work to do. So today I'm
announcing additional steps forward. After a
comprehensive review, I've determined that
we can ensure the security of America and our
allies and maintain a strong and credible strate-
gic deterrent while reducing our deployed stra-
tegic nuclear weapons by up to one-third. And
I intend to seek negotiated cuts with Russia to
move beyond cold war nuclear postures.

At the same time, we’ll work with our
NATO allies to seek bold reductions in U.S.
and Russian tactical weapons in Europe. And
we can forge a new international framework
for peaceful nuclear power, reject the nuclear
weaponization that North Korea and Iran may
be seeking.

America will host a summit in 2016 to con-
tinue our efforts to secure nuclear materials
around the world, and we will work to build
support in the United States to ratify the Com-
prehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and call
on all nations to begin negotiations on a treaty
that ends the production of fissile materials for
nuclear weapons. These are steps we can take
to create a world of peace with justice.

Peace with justice means refusing to con-
demn our children to a harsher, less hospitable
planet. The effort to slow climate change re-
quires bold action. And on this, Germany and
Europe have led. In the United States, we have
recently doubled our renewable energy from
clean sources like wind and solar power. We're
doubling fuel efficiency on our cars. Our dan-
gerous carbon emissions have come down. But
we know we have to do more, and we will do
more.

With a global middle class consuming more
energy every day, this must now be an effort of
all nations, not just some. For the grim alterna-
tive affects all nations: more severe storms,
more famine and floods, new waves of refu-
gees, coastlines that vanish, oceans that rise.
This is the future we must avert. This is the
global threat of our time. And for the sake of



future generations, our generation must move
toward a global compact to confront a chang-
ing climate before it is too late. That is our job.
That is our task. We have to get to work.

Peace with justice means meeting our moral
obligations. And we have a moral obligation
and a profound interest in helping lift the im-
poverished corners of the world: by promoting
growth so we spare a child born today a life-
time of extreme poverty; by investing in agri-
culture so we aren’t just sending food, but also
teaching farmers to grow food; by strengthen-
ing public health so we’re not just sending
medicine, but training doctors and nurses who
will help end the outrage of children dying
from preventable diseases; making sure that
we do everything we can to realize the prom-
ise, an achievable promise, of the first AIDS-
free generation. That is something that is pos-
sible if we feel a sufficient sense of urgency.

Our efforts have to be about more than just
charity. They're about new models of empow-
ering people: to build institutions; to abandon
the rot of corruption; to create ties of trade,
not just aid, both with the West and among the
nations that are seeking to rise and increase
their capacity. Because when they succeed, we
will be more successful as well. Our fates are
linked, and we cannot ignore those who are
yearning not only for freedom, but also pros-
perity.

And finally, let'’s remember that peace with
justice depends on our ability to sustain both
the security of our societies and the openness
that defines them. Threats to freedom don’t
merely come from the outside, they can
emerge from within: from our own fears, from
the disengagement of our citizens.

For over a decade, America has been at war.
Yet much has now changed over the 5 years
since I last spoke here in Berlin. The Iraq war
is now over. The Afghan war is coming to an
end. Usama bin Laden is no more. Our efforts
against Al Qaida are evolving.

And given these changes, last month, I
spoke about America’s efforts against terror-
ism. And I drew inspiration from one of our
Founding Fathers, James Madison, who wrote,
“No nation could preserve its freedom in the
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midst of continual warfare.” James Madison is
right, which is why even as we remain vigilant
about the threat of terrorism, we must move
beyond the mindset of perpetual war. And in
America, that means redoubling our efforts to
close the prison at Guantanamo. It means
tightly controlling our use of new technologies
like drones. It means balancing the pursuit of
security with the protection of privacy.

And I'm confident that that balance can be
struck. I'm confident of that, and I'm confident
that working with Germany, we can keep each
other safe while at the same time maintaining
those essential values for which we fought for.

Our current programs are bound by the rule
of law, and they’re focused on threats to our se-
curity, not the communications of ordinary
persons. They help confront real dangers, and
they keep people safe here in the United States
and here in Europe. But we must accept the
challenge that all of us in democratic govern-
ments face: to listen to the voices who disagree
with us, to have an open debate about how we
use our powers and how we must constrain
them, and to always remember that govern-
ment exists to serve the power of the individual
and not the other way around. That’s what
makes us who we are, and that’s what makes us
different from those on the other side of the
wall.

That is how we’ll stay true to our better his-
tory while reaching for the day of peace and
justice that is to come. These are the beliefs
that guide us, the values that inspire us, the
principles that bind us together as free peoples
who still believe the words of Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., that “injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere.”

And we should ask—should anyone ask if
our generation has the courage to meet these
tests, if anybody asks if President Kennedy’s
words ring true today, let them come to Berlin,
for here they will find the people who emerged
from the ruins of war to reap the blessings of
peace, from the pain of division to the joy of
reunification. And here, they will recall how
people trapped behind a wall braved bullets
and jumped barbed wire and dashed across
minefields and dug through tunnels and leapt
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from buildings and swam across the Spree to
claim their most basic right of freedom.

The wall belongs to history. But we have his-
tory to make as well. And the heroes that came
before us now call to us to live up to those
highest ideals: to care for the young people
who can’t find a job in our own countries and
the girls who aren’t allowed to go to school
overseas; to be vigilant in safeguarding our own
freedoms, but also to extend a hand to those
who are reaching for freedom abroad.

This is the lesson of the ages. This is the spir-
it of Berlin. And the greatest tribute that we
can pay to those who came before us is by car-
rying on their work to pursue peace and justice
not only in our countries, but for all mankind.

Vielen Dank. God bless you. God bless the
peoples of Germany. And God bless the Unit-
ed States of America. Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:29 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Col. Gail S. Halvorsen,
USAF (Ret.).

Statement on Senate Confirmation of Michael B. Froman as United States

Trade Representative
June 19, 2013

I am pleased that the Senate took biparti-
san action today to confirm Michael Froman
as the United States Trade Representative.
Mike has been my closest adviser on a broad
range of international economic issues and
will continue to play a key role on my eco-
nomic team. He’s trusted and well respected
by our partners around the world, and for
the last several years, he’s been a driving

force behind our international economic
agenda.

In his new position, Mike will stay focused
on our primary economic goals: promoting
growth, creating jobs, and strengthening the
middle class. And he will continue to help open
new markets for American businesses, level the
playing field for American workers, farmers,
and ranchers, and fully enforce our trade rights.

Remarks at a Dinner Hosted by Chancellor Angela Merkel of Germany in

Berlin, Germany
June 19, 2013

Chancellor Merkel. Ladies and gentlemen, I
would like to welcome you all, also on behalf of
Professor Sauer, to this dinner here at Charlot-
tenburg Palace. And obviously, I would like to
bid a very special and very warm welcome to
our guest of honor, the President of the United
States of America, Barack Obama, and his wife
Michelle—a very warm welcome to you.

And let me say that I am personally very
grateful to be able to welcome you here to-
night because this affords me again to thank
you for the wonderful reception, for the won-
derful evening we had. And I'm able to say this
also on behalf of the whole—of the Federal
Republic of Germany, because I am aware ob-
viously that this was an honor that was granted
to me on behalf of my country when, 2 years
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ago, you gave us this wonderful and gracious
reception in the Rose Garden of the White
House. And we still have very fond memories.
This was indeed a very moving moment, and
we greatly appreciated the warmth of your hos-
pitality and also the friendship that you showed
through this evening. Thank you, yet again.
Barack Obama, I think what was possible to-
day also, again, was to show you how many
people here in Germany feel a great sense of
admiration towards you, because, in many
ways, you personally embody the image of the
United States as a country of unlimited possi-
bility. And I think that that was something that
also came out very strongly in your speech to-
day that you gave at the Brandenburg Gate,
and I think it is a feeling that many people not
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