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clear Risk Reduction Centers for this
purpose;

• Finally, we have directed officials in the
White House and the Kremlin to estab-
lish a direct communication link between
high-level officials to manage potentially
dangerous situations arising from events
that may carry security threats to or in
the use of ICTs.

We have decided to create (in the frame-
work of the U.S.-Russia Bilateral Presidential
Commission) a bilateral working group on is-
sues of threats to or in the use of ICTs in the
context of international security that is to meet
on a regular basis to consult on issues of mutu-
al interest and concern. This working group is
to assess emerging threats, elaborate, propose
and coordinate concrete joint measures to ad-

dress such threats as well as strengthen confi-
dence. This group should be created within the
next month and should immediately start its
practical activities.

These steps are necessary in order to meet
our national and broader international inter-
ests. They are important practical measures
which can help to further the advancement of
norms of peaceful and just interstate conduct
with respect to the use of ICTs. To further
deepen our relationship, relevant agencies of
our countries plan to continue their regular di-
alogue and to identify additional areas for mu-
tually-beneficial cooperation in combating
threats to or in the use of ICTs.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President François Hollande of France
in Lough Erne, Northern Ireland
June 18, 2013

President Obama. Well, I just had an excel-
lent conversation with President Hollande and
his delegation. At the end of G–8, it’s very im-
portant and appropriate that the United States
meet with our oldest ally, France. And obvi-
ously, we coordinate on a whole range of inter-
national issues. And the bilateral relationship is
as strong as ever.

The topics that we covered were wide rang-
ing. Today we spent some time discussing the
transition in Afghanistan, where there have
been some important developments. Afghan
forces are now in the lead in Afghanistan, ful-
filling the milestone that we agreed to at the
NATO summit in Chicago.

We also discussed Qatar’s announcement
that an office is opening in Doha for the pur-
poses of negotiations between Afghans so that
we have a parallel political track that matches
up with the transition that’s taking place mili-
tarily in Afghanistan and the elections that will
be coming up next year. Both President Hol-
lande and I agree that an Afghan-led and Af-
ghan-owned peace process is the best way to
end the violence and to ensure lasting stability

in Afghanistan and the region. And so this is an
important first step towards reconciliation. Al-
though it’s a very early step—we anticipate
there will be a lot of bumps in the road—but
the fact that the parties have an opportunity to
talk and discuss Afghan—the Afghanistan’s fu-
ture I think is very important.

The one thing that we do believe is that any
insurgent group, including the Taliban, is go-
ing to need to accept an Afghan Constitution
that renounces ties with Al Qaida, ends vio-
lence, and is committed to the protection of
women and minorities in the country.

And over the last several months, I’ve dis-
cussed this issue frequently with President
Karzai and also the Amir of Qatar. So I want to
publicly commend President Karzai for taking
this courageous step and his determination to
end the conflict and build a future of security
and peace and prosperity for the Afghan peo-
ple. And I know that President Hollande
shares my view on this.

We’re going to continue to support these ef-
forts in partnership with the Afghan Govern-
ment. I want to repeat: We don’t anticipate this
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process will be easy or quick, but we must pur-
sue it in parallel with our military approach.
And we, in the meantime, remain fully com-
mitted to our military efforts to defeat Al Qaida
and to support the Afghan National Security
Forces.

In addition to talking about Afghanistan, we
spoke about the economic and commercial ties
that have been subject to the entire G–8. Pres-
ident Hollande, I think, is appropriately com-
mitted to a growth strategy that ensures, we all
are able to lower our unemployment rates, par-
ticularly when it comes to youth unemploy-
ment, and to build a fiscally prudent strategy
for long-term economic growth. And the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partner-
ship is a strong component of a broader, com-
prehensive strategy that we all have to pursue
with respect to growth.

In the Middle East and Syria, we very much
share the view that it is important for us to
build on the G–8 communique—to move to-
wards a political transition inside of Syria, to
build a strong opposition that can function in a
post-Asad world—and that we will continue to
work to try to find a political solution to this
process and, most importantly, alleviate suffer-
ing and ensure that chemical weapons are not
used by anyone inside of Syria. Both of our
governments have strong evidence that, in fact,
chemical weapons have been used in the past
by the Asad regime. But we are very comfort-
able with the approach taken by the G–8 that
allows the U.N. the full powers it needs to in-
vestigate and establish these facts on the
ground.

I congratulated President Hollande and his
entire team for the effective work that they’ve
done in Mali. This is a situation in which
France was able to stop the splintering of a na-
tion-state by a terrorist organization and now is
in a position to reaffirm democracy and legiti-

macy and an effective government inside of
Mali. That involved considerable sacrifice on
the part of the French people, but it’s part of a
broader commitment on both our parts to pur-
sue a smart counterterrorism policy that works
with partners in the region.

And finally, I wanted to say that I welcome
France’s decision to support the EU designa-
tion of Hizballah—Lebanese Hizballah—as a
terrorist organization. I think that sends a pow-
erful signal that Europe stands firmly against
Hizballah’s terrorist activities and is consistent
with the view that the only way that we can
bring about a peaceful and prosperous Middle
East is to isolate extremism and to promote
those persons and institutions that are commit-
ted to a pluralistic, open, and tolerant society
that’s based on rule of law.

And so we are very much committed to con-
tinuing to strengthen our cooperation with the
French Government. When countries like the
United States and France act in concert, we
can get an awful lot done. And I very much ap-
preciate not only the partnership, but also the
friendship of President Hollande. He extended
an invitation for me to visit France, and I told
him that we are always happy to visit France.

And so we hope that we have the opportuni-
ty to schedule that perhaps some time next
year.

[At this point, President Hollande spoke in
French, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter, but no transcript was provided.]

The President. Thank you, everybody. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:10 p.m. at
Lough Erne Resort. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Amir Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani of
Qatar; President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan;
and President Bashar al-Asad of Syria.

Joint Statement—Group of Eight Lough Erne Declaration
June 18, 2013

Private enterprise drives growth, reduces
poverty, and creates jobs and prosperity for
people around the world. Governments have a

special responsibility to make proper rules and
promote good governance. Fair taxes, in-
creased transparency and open trade are vital
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