
June 17 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2013

598

cooperation on this issue, including as we wel-
come Russia hosting the Winter Olympics in
Sochi.

As President Putin indicated, we had exten-
sive discussions about how we can further
deepen our economic and commercial rela-
tionships. With Russian accession to the WTO,
the removal of Jackson-Vanik, I think we’re
poised to increase both trade and investment
between our two countries. And that can cre-
ate jobs and business opportunities, both for
Russians and Americans.

Our discussions on North Korea and Iran
were very productive, and we both agreed to
consult closely on the North Korean issue. And
in Iran, we both accept—expressed cautious
optimism that with a new election there, we
may be able to move forward on a dialogue
that allows us to resolve the problems with
Iran’s nuclear program.

And with respect to Syria, we do have differ-
ing perspectives on the problem, but we share
an interest in reducing the violence; securing
chemical weapons and ensuring that they’re
neither used, nor are they subject to prolifera-
tion, and that we want to try to resolve the is-
sue through political means, if possible. And so
we will—have instructed our teams to continue
to work on the potential of a Geneva follow-up
to the first meeting.

And finally, we had a discussion about the
fact—as the two nuclear superpowers, we have
a special obligation to try to continue to reduce

tensions, to build on the work that we did with
New START, and to lead the world in both nu-
clear security issues and proliferation issues.

And one of the concrete outcomes of this
meeting is that we’ll be signing here the con-
tinuation of the cooperation that was first es-
tablished through the Nunn-Lugar program to
counter potential threats of proliferation and to
enhance nuclear security.

And this, I think, is an example of the kind
of constructive, cooperative relationship that
moves us out of a cold war mindset into the
realm where, by working together, we not only
increase security and prosperity for the Rus-
sian and American people, but also help lead
the world to a better place.

And finally, we compared notes on Presi-
dent Putin’s expertise in judo and my declining
skills in basketball. [Laughter] And we both
agreed that as you get older, it takes more time
to recover.

President Putin. The President wants to re-
lax me with his statement that the age—[inau-
dible]. [Laughter] 

President Obama. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:33 p.m. at the
Lough Erne Resort. President Putin referred
to Prime Minister Dmitry Anatolyevich Med-
vedev of Russia. President Putin spoke in Rus-
sian, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. A portion of these remarks could not
be verified because the audio was incomplete.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Vladimir Vladimirovich
Putin of Russia on Enhanced Bilateral Engagement
June 17, 2013

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation reaffirm their readiness to in-
tensify bilateral cooperation based on the prin-
ciples of mutual respect, equality, and genuine
respect for each other’s interests.

Guided by this approach, today we reached
an understanding on a positive agenda for rela-
tions between our countries that encompasses
the strategically important issues of arms con-
trol, nonproliferation, international security,

increasing trade and investment, responding to
global threats and challenges, countering ter-
rorism and militant extremism, and enhancing
tries between our societies and people. This
wide-ranging program of action requires en-
hanced engagement at all levels.

To strengthen the constructive nature of our
relations, we intend to maintain regular con-
tacts at the highest level, and to hold a U.S.-
Russia summit in Moscow on September 3–4,
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2013, to discuss in greater detail the full range
of bilateral and international issues.

We have also decided to expand the dia-
logue between the U.S. Vice President and the
Russian Prime Minister to address our joint
agenda, including discussion of the develop-
ment and diversification of trade and invest-
ment links, to promote the strengthening of re-
lations and economic growth in both countries.

An understanding was reached on launching
a regular dialogue in the “two plus two” format
between foreign and defense ministers to ad-
dress issues of strategic stability, international
security, and shared threats to our countries.

With a view to intensifying cooperation in
the security realm, we instructed the Security
Councils of the United States and Russia to
maintain a regular dialogue to discuss issues of
mutual interest.

The Bilateral Presidential Commission will
continue to play an important role in develop-

ing engagement in various areas. More than
sixty U.S. and Russian government agencies
currently take part in its activities. To comple-
ment the governments’ work on intensifying
cooperation, we call on public and business
communities in the United States and Russia
to establish close links in the interest of bring-
ing our countries closer together.

Expanding direct contracts between Ameri-
cans and Russians, including through imple-
mentation of the bilateral Agreement on Sim-
plifying Visa Formalities, which has been in
force since 2012, will serve to strengthen mu-
tual understanding and trust and make it possi-
ble to raise U.S.-Russian relations to a qualita-
tively new level.

NOTE: The joint statement referred to Prime
Minister Dmitry Anatolyevich Medvedev of
Russia. An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Vladimir Vladimirovich
Putin of Russia on Cooperation in Countering Terrorism
June 17, 2013

The United States and Russia resolutely
condemn terrorism in all its forms and mani-
festations. The explosions in Boston on April
15, 2013, and the explosion of the terrorist sui-
cide bomber in Makhachkala on May 25, 2013,
have demonstrated anew that the global terror-
ist threat is not weakening and calls for a build-
up of our joint efforts in countering it.

Terrorists do not acknowledge borders and
seek to impose their extremist ideology of vio-
lence everywhere. We note with concern the
cases in which terrorist groups have coalesced
with transborder organized crime, in particular
in the area of the illegal traffic in drugs and
arms.

The terrorist threat calls for a concerted,
comprehensive response that presupposes law
enforcement measures for the protection of
our citizens, as well as the implementation of a
long-term strategy aimed at denying terrorists
any social or material support, and working
with societies to prevent the spread of the ter-

rorist ideology. To that end, the United States
and Russia intend to strengthen our counter-
terrorism cooperation on the basis of mutual
trust, including the exchange of pertinent op-
erational information between intelligence ser-
vices and the conduct of coordinated opera-
tions.

We intend to continue to contribute to in-
ternational endeavors to counter terrorism
within the framework of the United Nations
(UN), Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe (OSCE), Financial Action Task
Force on Money Laundering (FATF), Global
Counterterrorism Forum (GCTF), Russia-
NATO Council, Asia-Pacific Economic Coop-
eration (APEC), and Group of Eight (G–8). By
way of example, the United States and Russia
are engaged in active joint work in the Coun-
ter-Terrorism Committee of the UN Security
Council, as well as the Al-Qaida Sanctions
Committee and the Taliban Sanctions Com-
mittee. Together, we work in the G–8 on
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