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date of its declaration, the President publishes
in the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency is
to continue in effect beyond the anniversary
date. In accordance with this provision, I have
sent to the Federal Register for publication the
enclosed notice stating that the national emer-
gency with respect to the Western Balkans that
was declared in Executive Order 13219 of June
26, 2001, is to remain in effect beyond June 26,
2013.

The crisis constituted by the actions of per-
sons engaged in, or assisting, sponsoring, or
supporting (i) extremist violence in the Repub-
lic of Macedonia and elsewhere in the Western
Balkans region, or (ii) acts obstructing imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords in Bosnia or
United Nations Security Council Resolution
1244 of June 10, 1999, related to Kosovo,
which led to the declaration of a national emer-
gency on June 26, 2001, in Executive Order
13219 and to the amendment of that order in
Executive Order 13304 of May 28, 2003, to in-
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clude acts obstructing implementation of the
Ohrid Framework Agreement of 2001 in
Macedonia, has not been resolved. The acts of
extremist violence and obstructionist activity
outlined in Executive Order 13219, as amend-
ed, are hostile to U.S. interests and continue to
pose an unusual and extraordinary threat to the
national security and foreign policy of the
United States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared with respect to the
Western Balkans.

BARACK OBAMA

The White House,
June 17, 2013.

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message. The no-
tice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Remarks Following a Meeting With President Vladimir Vladimirovich Putin
of Russia in Lough Erne, Northern Ireland

June 17, 2013

President Putin. I've had detailed talks with
the President of the United States on almost all
the matters. We began with economy, and we
had detailed discussions. We've agreed to
launch new mechanisms of cooperation in this
domain, including at the levels of the Chair-
man of Government of the Russian Federation
and the Vice President of the U.S.

We have spoken in detail about the matters
of security—of strategic security between the
two countries and the world as such. 1 believe
that we have an opportunity to move forward
on most sensitive directions.

We also spoke about problem spots on the
planet, including Syria. And of course, our
opinions do not coincide, but all of us have the
intention to stop the violence in Syria, to stop
the growth of victims, and to solve the situation
peacefully, including by bringing the parties to

the negotiations table in Geneva. We agreed to
push the parties to the negotiations table.

I hope that after the elections in Iran there
will be new opportunities to solve the Iranian
nuclear problem. And we’ll be trying to do that
bilaterally and in the international negotiations
process.

We also spoke about the problem of North
Korea, and we agreed to emphasize our inter-
action on all the directions.

And T am very grateful to the U.S. President
for the detailed discussion and for the frank ex-
change of opinions on these matters.

President Obama. Well, T had a very useful
conversation with President Putin, and I began
by thanking him again for the cooperation that
they've provided in dealing with the tragedy of
the bombing at the Boston Marathon. We have
a shared interest in countering terrorist vio-
lence, and we are continuing to strengthen our
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cooperation on this issue, including as we wel-
come Russia hosting the Winter Olympics in
Sochi.

As President Putin indicated, we had exten-
sive discussions about how we can further
deepen our economic and commercial rela-
tionships. With Russian accession to the WTO,
the removal of Jackson-Vanik, I think we’re
poised to increase both trade and investment
between our two countries. And that can cre-
ate jobs and business opportunities, both for
Russians and Americans.

Our discussions on North Korea and Iran
were very productive, and we both agreed to
consult closely on the North Korean issue. And
in Iran, we both accept—expressed cautious
optimism that with a new election there, we
may be able to move forward on a dialogue
that allows us to resolve the problems with
Iran’s nuclear program.

And with respect to Syria, we do have differ-
ing perspectives on the problem, but we share
an interest in reducing the violence; securing
chemical weapons and ensuring that they’re
neither used, nor are they subject to prolifera-
tion, and that we want to try to resolve the is-
sue through political means, if possible. And so
we will—have instructed our teams to continue
to work on the potential of a Geneva follow-up
to the first meeting.

And finally, we had a discussion about the
fact—as the two nuclear superpowers, we have
a special obligation to try to continue to reduce

tensions, to build on the work that we did with
New START, and to lead the world in both nu-
clear security issues and proliferation issues.

And one of the concrete outcomes of this
meeting is that we'll be signing here the con-
tinuation of the cooperation that was first es-
tablished through the Nunn-Lugar program to
counter potential threats of proliferation and to
enhance nuclear security.

And this, I think, is an example of the kind
of constructive, cooperative relationship that
moves us out of a cold war mindset into the
realm where, by working together, we not only
increase security and prosperity for the Rus-
sian and American people, but also help lead
the world to a better place.

And finally, we compared notes on Presi-
dent Putin’s expertise in judo and my declining
skills in basketball. [Laughter] And we both
agreed that as you get older, it takes more time
to recover.

President Putin. The President wants to re-
lax me with his statement that the age—[inau-
dible]. [Laughter]

President Obama. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:33 p.m. at the
Lough Erne Resort. President Putin referred
to Prime Minister Dmitry Anatolyevich Med-
vedev of Russia. President Putin spoke in Rus-
sian, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. A portion of these remarks could not
be verified because the audio was incomplete.

Joint Statement by President Obama and President Vladimir Vladimirovich
Putin of Russia on Enhanced Bilateral Engagement

June 17, 2013

The United States of America and the Rus-
sian Federation reaffirm their readiness to in-
tensify bilateral cooperation based on the prin-
ciples of mutual respect, equality, and genuine
respect for each other’s interests.

Guided by this approach, today we reached
an understanding on a positive agenda for rela-
tions between our countries that encompasses
the strategically important issues of arms con-
trol, nonproliferation, international security,
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increasing trade and investment, responding to
global threats and challenges, countering ter-
rorism and militant extremism, and enhancing
tries between our societies and people. This
wide-ranging program of action requires en-
hanced engagement at all levels.

To strengthen the constructive nature of our
relations, we intend to maintain regular con-
tacts at the highest level, and to hold a U.S.-
Russia summit in Moscow on September 34,
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